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King visits 3rd Royal Mechanised Division 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Wednes- 
day made an inspection visit to a number of Quits of the 
Third Royal Mechanised Division and was briefed on their 
training programmes, duties and tasks. Accompanying the 
King on his visit were his Royal Highness Prince Hamsb 
Ben A1 Hussein, Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh, His 
Royal Highness Prince Talal Ben Mohammad, director of 
the National Security Council, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Marei Kaabneh and 
King's Adviser for Tribal Affairs Lieutenant General Hmei- 
di A1 Fayez. 
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Official Al Sudan Al Hadhh daily close dov/n 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — The official Sudanese daily 
Al Sudan Al Hadiih issued a special 16-page farewell 
edition on Monday after appearing on news-stands for 
about eight years. The government had announced 
several months ago that the two officials dailies, Al 
Sudan Al Hadith and Al Engaz Al Waiani, which 
closed abour two months ago. would be shut down 
and ownership would be transferred to the National 
Congress. The National Congress in turn set up a pub- 
lishing house that would be in charge of a single daily 
newspaper and a monthly magazine. Journalists who 
worked for the two dailies that shut down were trans- 
ferred to the new company. The new daily, named Al 
Anba’ (the news), is scheduled to appear as of Tues- 
day. 
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Israeli warplanes 
attack Hizbollah 
positions in 
southern Lebanon 

RASHAYA (AP) — Israeli 
warplanes attacked suspect- 
ed Hizbollah guerrilla bases 
in southeastern Lebanon 
Monday, security officials 
said. There was no word on 
casualties. Two Israeli jets 
swooped down on the hills 
between the rowns of Mash- 
gara and Ein Al Tineb in die 
western Bekaa valley, firing 
four air-to- surface missiles, 
the Lebanese officials said. 
They spoke on customary 
condition of anonymity. 
The attack was apparently 
provoked by a guerrilla 
bomb ambush that left two 
Israeli-allied militiamen 
y/onnded, the officials said. 
Thick black smoke could be 
seen billowing from the 
stricken area, which is 
believed to be used by guer- 
rillas of the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah as a base to 
launch attacks on Israeli 
troops and their allied mili- 
tiamen in a border enclave 
they occupy in south 
Lebanon. 

Arafat arrives 
in Cairo to 
meet Mubarak 

CAIRO (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian authority President 
Yasser Arafat arrived in 
Cairo on Monday evening 
for a meeting with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
on the stalled Palestiman- 
Israeli peace process. Arafat 
made no comments cm Ins 
jurival at the airport, where 
he was welcomed by Egypt- 
ian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa. Mr Musa said earlier 
the meeting between Mr. 
Mubarak and Mr. Arafat 
was linked to Tuesday’s 
summit between the Egypt- 
ian leader and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and would cover 
“the Palestinian position 
vis-a-vis the Israeli atti- 
tudes” on the peace process. 

Military guesthouse 
firebombed in Tbrkey 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — 
Unidentified assailants 
hurled firebombs at a Turk- 
ish military guesthouse late 
Sunday, causing material 
damage but no casualties, 
^blice said Monday. The 
bombs woe hurled from a 
moving van that fled after 
the attadtin the central Har- 
biye district on Istanbul's 
European side. Police 
sources said separatist 
Kurds, the taget of an 
ongoing Turkish army 
incursion into northern Iraq, 
or extreme left-wing mili- 
tants could be responsible 
for die attack The outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) has already 
announced that it would 
step up attacks against tar- 
gets in Turkish territory in 
retaliation for the incursion. 

21 children die 

in Yemen 

after injections 

/ .^NAA (AFP) — Twenty- 
one children have (bed in a 
. Yemeni vaccination cam- 
paign after being injected 
by mistake with Insulin, 
used by diabetics, the health 
ministry announced Mon- 
day. Ai said the tragedy 
occurred on Thursday in 
Maswar Rayma province, 
some 100 kilometres west 
of Sanaa, during a vaccina- 
tion campaign against 
infectious diseases. A med- 
ical team injected a total of 
around 100 children. Par- 
ents of children who fell' 
sick intervened to halt the 
campaign as the mistake 
was discovered. The author- 
ities flew in medical teams 
^ six children were hospi- 
.£nsed in Sanaa although 
their lives are not in danger. 


Juppe throws in towel 
after French vote upset 

Chirac faces power-sharing with left 


PARIS (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe on 
Monday announced he 
would resign next week 
whether or not his centre- 
right coalition wins the 
final run-off in Fiance’s 
two-stage general election. 

Speaking after his centre- 
right coalition suffered a 
sharp upset in the first 
round of two-stage general 
elections, Mr. Juppe said a 
“new prime minister” was 
needed even in the case of a 
rightwing victory in the 
final run-off next Sunday. 

"To succeed in a new 
stage, a new team is needed 
animated by a new prime 
minister” Mr. Juppe told 
reporters after meeting 
President Jacques Chirac. 

“After Sunday, June 1, I 
will esteem that my task 
has been accomplished,” 
Mr Juppe said in a tele- 
vised statement. 

In clear terms, that means 
the embattled premier, 
whose unpopularity has 
soared in his two years in 
office, will continue to 
campaign until the second 
round of the election next 
Sunday. 

In the first round this 
weekend, the socialist-led 


opposition took a strong 
lead over the ruling conser- 
vatives. 

Socialist party spokesman 
Pierre Moscovici described 
Mr. Juppe’s decision as “a 
new avowal of failure” 
from the conservative 
camp. 

A victory in the June I 
run-off for the left in tbs 
battle for the 577-seat 
national assembly would 
force Mr. Chirac to share 
power with a premier from 
the rival camp. 

The president will have to 
descend into the arena if he 
hopes to save the situation 
now that Mr. Juppe has 
thrown in the towel 

Results in almost all the 
577 constituencies gave the 
left 42.1 percent of the vote 
with 36.16 percent for the 
right The National Front 
scored an impressive 15.09 
percent. Abstentions were 
at a relatively high 32.04 
percent 

Meanwhile the far-right 
National Front which won 
a record 15.09 percent of 
votes, appeared likely to 
play a spoiling role for Mr. 
Chirac^ in ibe second round 
run-off, saying it would run 
candidates in 133 con- 



French Prune Minister Alain Juppe, seen on a televi- 
sion broadcast Monday, announcing that he would 
resign from the premiership whoever wins next Sun- 
day's parliamentary election (Reuters photo) 


stitueDcies at the weekend, 
or nearly a quarter of the 
country. 

The front could be the 
answer to Mr. Chirac’s vic- 
tory or defeat and party 


leader Jean-Marie le Pen, 
who believes Mr. Chirac is 
“worse than” socialist 
leader Lionel Jospin, has 

(Continued on page 7) 


Egypt wins wide support on 
plan to solve Mideast dispute 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Jor- 
dan, The United States and 
Europe support an Egyptian 
proposal that Israel should 
suspend building of a con- 
troversial settlement pro- 
ject, to end the crisis in its 
relations with the Palestini- 
ans, Israeli television 
reported Saturday. 

Peace negotiations 
between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians broke down in 
March when Israel broke 
ground for a project for 
Jews on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
in Arab east Jerusalem. The 
settlement is called Har 
Homa by Israelis. 

Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is to 
meet Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak Tuesday at 
the Egyptian Red Sea resort 
of Sbarm Al Sbeikh.-ti*, 

Israel television Channel 


I reported that Me 
Mubarak has proposed a 
five-point plan to revive the 
negotiations. 

— The Palestinians will 
resume cooperation with 
Israel over security and will 
do more to fight terrorism 
against Israel. 

— There will be a “politi- 
cal solution” to the Jabal 
Abu Ghneim (known in 
Israel as Har Homa) issue. 
Egypt says it must be a 
solution, not just suspen- 
sion of the work, the TV 
said. 

; — Israelis and Palestini- 
ans will resume talks on die 
next stage of Israeli troops 
withdrawals in the West 
Bank. 

— They will also com- 
mence accelerated talks on 
their final peace agreement. 

— Israel will temporarily 


suspend construction in the 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein also supports the 
Egyptian plan, Channel I 
said. Mr. Mubarak met the 
King Saturday at the Jor- 
danian Red Sea port of 
Aqaba. 

Channel 1 reported that 
Mr. Netanyahu has pro- 
posed a compromise in 
which the work at Jabal 
Abu Ghneim would be tem- 
porarily suspended as soon 
as fee ground-leveling is 
complete, and fee next few 
months would be used to 
plan construction of homes 
for Arab residents of 
Jerusalem. 

The offer was made at a 
meeting Friday in 

(Continued on page 7) 


New British minister says 
Israel’s settlements illegal 


CAIRO (AP) — On the 
eve of his visit to Israel, a 
senior British official said 
Monday be will bluntly tell 
Israel that its plan to build 
settlements in Palestinian 
territories is illegal and is 
obstructing peace. 

Derek Fatchett, fee min- 
ister of state at the' foreign 
office, said be plans to meet 
wife Palestinian officials at 
a di s puted new settlement 
that Israel began building 
in Arab east Jerusalem in 
March.' 

The meeting could be 
seen as an apparent sign of 
British solidarity with the 
Palestinians. 

-‘We regard the settle- 
ments as illegal and a clear 
impediment for the 
progress in the peace 
process,” Mr. Fatchett told 
reporters. 

“When I will be in Israel 
and fee occupied territories 
I will be using exactly the 
same approach,” he said 
after meeting with Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 


Mubarak and his aides. 

He was scheduled to meet 
with Israel’s prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, but 
that was cancelled after Mr. 
Mubarak and Mr. 
Netanyahu decided to hold 
a summit on Tuesday in 
Egypt 

Ml Fatchett arrived here 
Sunday night on the first 
leg of a Middle East tom- 
feat will rake him to Israel, 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 

This is the first familiari- 
sation tour of fee region by 
a member of fee Labour 
government since it came 
to power last month. 

Me Fatchen also will go 
to fee Palestinian con- 
trolled territories in Gaza 
and the West Bank. 

Mr. Fatchett said he 
wants to reassure the gov- 
ernments of the region that 
the labour government will 
continue the same Middle 
East policy of supporting 
fee peace process between 
Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours. 


“We see the peace 
process as a priority in our 
foreign policy and we think 
we should play whatever 
part we can in ensuring that 
it comes back on track and 
makes progress,” he said. 

The peace process stalled 
after Israel started building 
a new Jewish settlement on 
land captured from Arabs 
in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

The Palestinians say the 
talks cannot resume until 
Israel stops not only the 
new construction but also 
the expansion of Jewish 
settlements in the West 
Bank. 

Mr. Fatchen said he plans 
to meet Faisal Husseini, the 
Palestinian official in 
charge of Jerusalem on the 
site of fee settlement. 

Mr. Fatchen earlier met 
with Arab League Secre- 
tary General Essmat Abdel 
Meguid who urged Britain 
“to play a more positive 
role to break the deadlock 
in the peace process.” 


Iran 

summons 

Turkish 

diplomat 

over 

Kurdish 

campaign 

TEHRAN (AP) — Iran 
summoned fee Turkish 
charge d’affaires to protest 
Turkey’s military incur- 
sion against the Kurds in 
northern Iraq, the official 
Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported Monday. 

The agency said thai ihe 
diplomat, Aydin Evirgen, 
was called to the foreign 
ministry Sunday night and 
informed of Tehran's con- 
cern over Turkey’s cam- 
paign. Tehran sees the 
incursion as a violation of 
international law and 
called for fee immediate 
and unconditional with- 
drawal of Turkish troops, 
the agency said. 

Thousands of Turkish 
troops entered northern 
Iraq May 14 in pursuit of 
Kurdish rebels feat main- 
tain bases there. The rebels 
are fighting to establish an 
autonomous srate in south- 
eastern Turkey. Turkey has 
accused Iran and Syria of 
aiding the Iraq-based Kur- 
dish rebels. Relations wife 
Iran had been warming on 
the initiative of Turkey’s 
first lslamic-led govern- 
ment, which was installed 
last July. The two coun- 
tries last year signed a deal 
for a $20 billion natural 
gas project. But Iran has 
been critical of Turkey's 
wanning military relations 
wife Israel and opposes 
outside interference in 
northern Iraq, where some 
Kurdish rebel groups are 
under Iranian influence. 


Hafez details rescheduling 
deal agreed with Paris Club 

Jordan given high privilege for swap deals 


By Samir Ghawf 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan was 
successful in winning fee 
approval of the Paris Club 
at fee weekend to resched- 
ule debt totalling $450 mil- 
lion falling due between 
June 1, 1997 and SepL 7, 
1999, Finance Minister 
Suleiman Hafez told the 
Jordan Times Monday. 

Mr. Hafez explained feat 
Jordan has rescheduled 
debts three times, the first in 
1989 and then in 1992 and 
1 994. The last debt resched- 
uling agreement covered 
fee period up to May 31. 
1997. 

Noting that the economic 
adjustment programme will 
end in February 1999, fee 
finance minister said that 
fee amount of debt that was 
due for repayment during 
the coming years totalled 
$522 million in both instal- 
ments and interest. 

However, fee Paris Club 
members do not consider 
the full amount and they 
estimated the financing gap 
to be $339 million, the min- 
ister said. 


The end result was an 
agree me at to reschedule 
S450 million of which $400 
million were for Paris Club 
members and S50 million 
for non-members, Mr. 
Hafez added. 

He indicated that the 
rescheduling was in two 
pans; an amount of debt on 
a bilateral goverament-to- 
govemment basis and fee 
second known as export 
credits which are guaran- 
tees given by government. 

Under the export credits 
portion, fee rescheduling 
was for 20 years with a five- 
year grace period whereas 
for fee government- to- gov- 
ernment loans, fee resched- 
uling was far 22 years with 
a ten year grace period, the 
finance chief said 

Mr. Hafez revealed feat 
the Paris Club has autho- 
rised its members to help 
Jordan with debt swaps 
when the laws and regula- 
tions in their countries per- 
mit such an arrangement. 

He said feat normally a 
swap would be in the range 
of 10 per cent of outstand- 
ing debt or 20 million SDRs 
(Special Drawing Rights) 


whichever is higher. 

But for Jordan, fee ceiling 
was recommended at 20 per 
cent of the debt outstanding 
at fee end of 1991 or 30 mil- 
lion SDRs. Such debt swaps 
are to be considered indi- 
vidually by each country 
and agreed upon wife Jor- 
dan before March 199S. 

The minister stressed that 
under fee general criteria of 
income per capita, budget 
deficit and other economic 
indicators, Jordan does not 
qualify fora any reschedul- 
ing of debt. 

“But it was a general con- 
sensus among the members 
feat they wanted to help Jor- 
dan in a sign of appreciation 
of the efforts exerted by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on fee 
international, regional and 
local levels,” Mr. Hafez 
emphasised. 

He concluded by pointing 
out feat fee rescheduling 
would ease fee pressure on 
fee balance of payments 
and enable the country to 
proceed smoothly in eco- 
nomic progress and reform. 


Water flows from Israel; 
talks on railroads to start 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein will travel 
today to the town of Adasi- 
ah to observe the start of 
pumping 25 million cubic 
metres of water from Israel 
to Jordan, fee Royal Court 
confirmed amid reports feat 
Israel and Jordan will 
launch talks on building 
railroads linking the two 
countries. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Muntber Had- 
dadin said feat Israel has 
started pumping 72,000 
cubic metres of water a 
day, adding feat the figure 
agreed upon wife Israel was 
30 million cubic metres, 20 
million of which will come 
during this summer while 
fee remainder will be 
pumped in winter. 

He told fee Jordan Times 
feat Jordan and Israel have 
agreed to seek funds from 
international donors to 
finance the remaining 
expenses of the desalina- 


tion project. 

Dr. Haddadin said Israel 
will pump larger amounts 
to Jordan on a gradual basis 
.addiug that on Monday 
morning fee Kingdom 
received 48,000 cubic 
metres. 

Israel Radio quoted Meir 
Ben Meir. head of fee 
Water Authority of Israel, 
as saying on Monday feat 
fee two sides will work 
together to develop fee 
water desalination project 
in order to supply fee King- 
dom with further amounts. 

Mr. Meir said feat Israel 
will pay half of the total 
cost of fee desalination pro- 
ject, which amounts to 
JD250 million. 

Last week, Jordanian 
water experts met wife their 
Israeli counterparts in Tel 
Aviv and finalised fee plan. 

He told Israel Radio feat 
there was “no crisis 
between Jordan and Israel. 
Jordan had economic prob- 
lems, therefore, it could not 
finance the project.” 

He claimed that fee issue 


was discussed between 
King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in a meeting last 
February. 

He also added that the 
issue was raised during 
another meeting between 
fee two sides earlier this 
month, when, he said, Mr. 
Netanyahu agreed feat 
Israel will finance half of 
the projecL 

The official said feat fee 
project will aim at desali- 
nating salt water wife 2,500 
milligrammes of chlorine. 
He did not state fee source 
of water to be processed 

The spokesman of the 
Israeli embassy, Shalom 
Touigeman, told the Jordan 
Times that no Israeli gov- 
ernment official will attend 
Tuesday’s function, but 
added that Israel will be 
represented by its charge 
d'affaires in Amman, 
Yacov Rosen. 

Meanwhile, Jordan has 


(Continued on page 2) 


Government not swayed 
after meeting journalists 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A meeting 
between Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali and the 
council of the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) tiid not 
seem to weaken the govern- 
ment’s resolve to revoke or 
amend fee Press and Publica- 
tions Law. 

“The government is open 
to all comments- from fee 
press corps.” said Minister of 
State for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi. who also 
attended the meeting at fee 
Prime Ministry. “But fee 
Press and Publications Law 
will be the first issue for 
review by the upcoming Par- 
liament. which will have fee 
jurisdiction to do with it as it 
sees fit.” 

The prime minister and Mr. 
Mutawi met with JPA Presi- 
dent Seif Sherif and fee JPA 
council to hear the griev- 
ances that journalists have 


against the new restrictive 
temporary law issued by 
Royal Decree ten days ago. 

Yesterday’s meeting wife 
the government ended with a 
commitment from fee prime 
minister to review a memo 
from the JPA listing fee press 
corps' grievances against 
various articles in fee law to 
be submitted to fee govern- 
ment in fee coming week. 
After its submission, a joint 
committee from fee JPA and 
the government will be 
formed to “discuss fee issue 
and reach some kind of 
stand.” said a JPA council 
member. 

Discussions at fee Prime 
Ministry focused on fee gov- 
ernment's justification for 
introducing the law, which 
includes strict clauses on 
news coverage, imposes 
heavy fines on violators, and 
raises capital requirements 
for both daily and weekly 
newspapers that will most 
likely put fee weekly news- 


paper industry out of busi- 
ness. 

Dr. Mutawi said that the 
government felt that rhe 
introduction of such a law 
was necessary and appropri- 
ate following requests from 
the previous Parliament and 
the press corps itself to 
amend the 1993 Press and 
Publications Law. 

The government has also 
recently complained about 
papers feat disrupt national 
unity and disparage local 
personalities. 

Journalists, opposition par- 
ties and professional associa- 
tions. who have been most 
vocal in objecting to the new 
law. have claimed that the 
government introduced the 
law to gag fee press prior to 
upcoming parliamentary 
elections, expected in 
November. 

"The prime minister also 
addressed this issue wife us." 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Palestinian lawmakers call for end to corruption 


By Wafa Amr 

Reuiers 


GAZA — Palestinian law- 
makers called on Monday 
far an end to corruption and 
financial chaos which they 
said plagued the government 
of President Yasser Arafat, 

“We need to cany out a 
democratic revolution. We 
need to move towards prop- 
er democratic practices and 
proper institution building 
and respect of the sovereign- 
ty of law," said legislator 
Abdul Fatah Hamayel. 

“We are still too far away 
from reaching this democra- 
tic goal," he told Reuters. 


‘This could be done by criti- 
cism and dialogue" 

Findings released on Sat- 
urday from a 600-page 
report prepared by an audit- 
ing office set up by Mn 
Arafat showed that some 
ministers and senior civil 
servants had squandered or 
mismanaged $326 milli on in 
public funds in 1996. 

‘There is a consensus that 
the Palestinian (National) 
Authority suffers financial, 
administrative and organisa- 
tional chaos and if things 
continue this way we are 
heading towards a disaster" 
said legislator Hlkmat Zeid. 

“Public institutions don't 


function right Too many 
people are employed in the 
24 ministries regardless of 
qualifications," he said. 
“Some ministers act like 
kings in their ministries. 
Reform and reorganisation 
are certainly required.” 

Some lawmakers have 
called for dissolving die 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council and holding new 
elections. 

Others, expressing frustra- 
tion at what they said was 
the authority’s mismanage- 
ment of money and disre- 
spect for the council's reso- 
lutions, demanded a cabinet 
reshuffle. 


Legislators complained 
that some ministers enjoyed 
perks such as payments from 
the authority to cover rent 
for two residences, one in 
the West Bank and the other 
in Gaza, and others had 
acquired several cars and a 
phalanx of bodyguards. 

“We have summoned 
some ministers and officials 
for questioning at the coun- 
cil. Most have tried to escape 
responsibility by blamiog 
Arafat for making all the 
decisions,” Mr. Zeid said. 

T have worked for years 
with Arafat and 1 know this 
is not true. He does not know 
about the actions of many of 


his ministers and he does not 
control every little thing...I 
think some ministers should 
be tried and resign,” Ml 
Z eid added. 

Officials said the audit 
report mentioned five minis- 
ters by name who it charged 
were involved in squander- 
ing public funds. 

Ml Arafat, they said, set 
up a committee to examine 
the findin gs and gave the 
report © the legislature for 
debate. 

Jirar A1 Qudwa, head of 
the monitoring institution 
which wrote die report, said 
some government employ- 
ees had run up extremely 


high telephone bills and Mr. 
Arafat responded by limiting 
international dialling to min- 
isters and their directors - 
genetal 

‘The president also 

responded by reducing the 
number of people who use 
mobile phones and govern- 
ment cars,” Ml Qudwa said- 

He said the funds men- 
tioned in the report did not 
in cl ud**. contributions 

pledged by international 
donors © support the ailing 
Palestinian economy. 

“We asked the donors fora 
list of disbursed funds but 
they refused to cooperate 
with. os,” Mr. Qudwa said. 


Qadhafi 

calls 

chemical 
arms poor 


mairs 


weapon 


CAIRO (AP) — Attempts 
to rid the world of chemical 
weapons are a sham meant 
to deprive poor countries of 
defence against American 
aggression, Libya’s leader 
said Sunday. 

“Chemical arms are the 
weapons of the poor 
because America cannot 
move its troops into the ter- 
ritories of these countries if 
they have these weapons,” 
Colonel Muammar Qadhafi 
said in an interview with A1 
Jezira, a Qatari satellite 
channel monitored in Cairo. 

Col. Qadhafi did not say 
whether Libya had chemi- 
cal weapons, but the West 
suspects it has sought to 
produce and ttockpiletbem.- 

Last month,. the.. dten^ical- 
weapons contention came 
into effect, harming the use, 
production, stockpiling and 
transfer of chemical 
weapons. About 165 coun- 
tries have signed the con- 
vention, but only 90 have 
ratified it Libya is not 
among them. 

The United States ratified 
it only in April. 

CoL Qadhafi said interna- 
tional attempts to ban land- 
mines have the same goal: 
to deprive the poor of 
defence. 

In a question-and-answer 
session, he dismissed some 
callers as ignorant, saying 
they knew nothing about 
Libya. 

One caller accused his 
government of human 
rights abuses, including 
executions and kidnapping 
of dissidents. 

Col. Qadhafi replied: 
"These are CIA spies. Why 
do you defend them? We 
have no dissidents in 
Libya." 

Col. Qadhafi also said he 
had urged Arab leaders to 
gather for a meeting to dis- 
cuss the fate of the Arab 
World in the 21st century. 
He did not say whether any- 
one had responded. 


Palestinians allege extortion by Israeli ministry employees 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Arab employees 
of Israel’s Interior Min- 
istry are demanding large 
bribes from Arab resi- 
dents of east Jerusalem to 
keep from losing their res- 
idency rights in the city, a 
Palestinian lawmaker said 
Monday. 

Hatem Abdul Qader, a 
legislator representing 
Jerusalem, told the Asso- 
ciated Press that the Pales- 
tinian Legislative Council 
has received hundreds of 
complaints from east 
Jerusalem residents who 
say they have been asked 
for bribes of as much as 
$5,000. 

“We are still investigat- 


ing. We still need to prove 
that these claims are true,” 
Abdul Qader said. He 
refused to give names or 
details of the cases. 

David Bar-Ill an, a top 
adviser to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
called the claims “nasty 
slander." 

Palestinians and Israeli 
human rights activists 

have accused the 

Netanyahu government of 
deliberately revoking the 
residency rights of hun- 
dreds of Palestinians in 
occupied Jerusalem in 
order to strengthen 

Israel’s grip on the disput- 
ed city. 

According to the Pales- 


tinian newspaper A1 
Ay yam, there are 20 Arab 
employees in the east 
Jerusalem branch of the 
interior ministry. 

Abdul Qader said the 
Palestinian National 
Authority would prose- 
cute any Arab employee 
of the ministry found 
guilty of demanding 
bribes. 

“This is a very danger- 
ous situation,” Mr. Abdul 
Qader said. The workers 
have “betrayed their Arab 
family and will be brought 
to justice — Palestinian 
authority justice.” 

Under the PLO-Israel 
peace agreements, the 
Palestinian authority is 


barred from operating in 
Jerusalem until the status 
of die city is determined 
in talks on a final peace 
settlement. However, east 
Jerusalem’s 180,700 Arab 
residents voted in last 
year's Palestinian elec- 
tions and are represented 
in the Palestinian Legisla- 
tive Council 

Mr. Bar-Illan said the 
legislators from Jerusalem 
have no authority in 
Jerusalem, and that any 
judicial or police activity 
in the city would be a vio- 
lation of foe peace accords 
and Israeli law. 

Interior Minister Eli 
Suissa issued a statement 
saying the Palestinian 


authority’s threats would 
“adversely affect the ser- 
vices provided to the resi- 
dents of east Jerusalem.” 

“We do not intend to 
surrender to threats, and 
the ministry of the interior 
will continue to enforce 
the law to the letter,” the 
statement said. 

The ministry revoked 
the residency permits of 
689 Palestinians in 1996, 
and has begun proceed- 
ings to revoke hundreds 
more already this year. 

“This is a clear threat to 
our existence in the city,” 
Ml Abdul Qader said. 
“We cannot just stand by 
and allow this to happen.” 


Syrian PM: No 
reason to resume 


talks with Israel 


CAIRO (AFP) — Syrian 
Foreign Minister Mahmoud 
A1 Zo’bi said here Monday 
there is nothing new in 
Israel’s position that would 
justify a resumption of 
Israeli-Syrian negotiations, 
broken off in February 
1996. 

“Those who listen to 
Israeli statements know that 
there is nothing new on the 
peace process,” Mr. Zo bi 
told journalists after he met 

Egyptian President Hosm 

Mubarak. . 

Mr. Zo'bi’s visit came the 
day before Mr. Mubarak s 
summit with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyanun 

Netanyahu in Sharm A I 
Sheikh, Egypt- 

In a reference to the Turk- 
ish incursion into northern 

Iraq, Mr. Zo’bi said: “Like 

all Arab states, we are 
against violating the sover- 
eignty of a brother Arab 
country.” 

‘This has always been 
Syria’s position. In the past 
as now we are on the side of 
the Iraqi people," he told 
reporters who had asked 
whether an apparent thaw 
in Syrian-Iraq relations was 
the result of fear of the 
Turidsh-Israeli military 
alliance. 

Turkey invaded northern 
Iraq May 14 in an operation 


against the Kurdish Labour 
party (PKK), which is 
fighting for a homeland in 

southern Turkey. 

Since then, Turkey has 
tripled its presence in north- 
ern Iraq to about 30,000 
troops and killed nearly 
1.450 PKK rebels. 

Mr. Zo'bi said an Iraqi 
call for a meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers on the 
Turkish incursion was still 

“at the statement stage and 
not yet a crystallised idea.” 

A seven-member trade 
delegation from Syria visit- 
ed Iraq last week in the first 
such mission for almost 
two decades, and an Iraqi 
economic delegation is to 
visit Syria soon, a member 
of the Syrian delegation 
said Saturday. 

Mr. Zo’bi said be and Mr 
Mubarak discussed “sever- 
al Arab and international 
matters of mutual interest” 
and expansion of the joint 
SyriaD-Egyptian commit- 
tee’s work. 

The Syrian prune minis- 
ter and his Egyptian coun- 
terpart, Kamal A1 Ganzuori, 
were to chair a meeting of 
the committee on encourag- 
ing investment between the 
two countries. 
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Turkish troops move to edge 
of northern Iraq buffer zone 


ANKARA (AP) — Turkish 
troops, chasing Turkish 
Kurdish rebels in a cross- 
border offensive, have 
moved to the edge of a 
buffer zone in northern Iraq 
established to prevent 

attacks on Iraqi Kurds, 
news reports said Sunday. 

Yeni Yuzyil newspaper 
said Turkish soldiers had 
set up checkpoints only a 
few kilometres away from 
the 36th Parallel. 

North of the 36th Parallel 
is a no-fly zone established 
after the Gulf war to keep 
out Iraqi military planes or 


helicopters. U.S. war planes 
fly regular patrols over the 
zone from a base in south- 
ern Turkey. 

The reports follows accu- 
sations by a rebel Kurdish 
commander that Turkey had 
occupied the buffer zone. 
The zone is about 330 kilo- 
metres wide and 65 kilome- 
tres deep. 

Yeni Yuzyil said the 
troops had established the 
checkpoints to prevent 
rebels of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) from 
escaping into areas under 
the control of Iraq. 


An estimated 25,000 to 
50,000 troops entered into 
northern Iraq May 14 in a i 
bid to crack down On the 
PKK, which holds bases’itf 
die region. Tbe J 

northern Iraq are estimated 1 
to be around IOJOOO.- 

Turkish troops have 
crossed into northern Iraq 
for the past four years, but it 
was tbe first time ‘they had 
moved this deep. 

“The aim of the offensive 
is to take over ... camps 
where the (PKK rebels) 
have established them- 
selves, to render them inef- 


ficient, to destroy and take 
over their equipment,” the 
Anatolia news agency 
quoted General Altay 
Tokat, a regional comman- 
der, as saying Saturday. 

The military claim to 
have killed over a thou- 
sand of rebels and captured 


hundreds since the start of 
the cross-border push. 

Turkey said last fall it 
wanted to establish a 
buffer zone inside Iraq to 
prevent rebel infiltrations 
into Turkey. Tbe plan was 
approved by Washington. 
It was not clear if that plan 


was now being set in 
motion. 

London-based Kurdish 
Med TV reported Friday 
that the PKK threatened to 
cany out suicide attacks 
within Turkey if it did not 
withdraw troops from tbe 
buffer zone. 


Ten people have been 
killed in the past two years 
in suicide bomb attacks 
blamed on tbe PKK. 

The PKK has been fight- 
ing for autonomy in south- 
eastern Turkey for 13 
years. The war has cost of 
some 28,000 lives. 


Water flows from Israel 


(Continued from pagel) 


agreed to begin negotiations 
with Israel on the construc- 
tion of two rail links 
between the two countries, 
AFP reported. 

Agreement to hold tbe 
infrastructure talks was 
made possible following 
Israel’s approval Friday on 
water deal. 

"As a result of tbe 
improvement in the general 
atmosphere, the Jordanians 
are ready to start discussions 
on the railroads.” Ronen 
Gissin. spokesman for tbe 
Israeli National Infrasnmure 
Ministry, told AFP. 

Ariel Sharon, minister of 


infrastructure, said three 
international companies 
have already expressed 
interest in financing the con- 
struction of the two rail lines 
between Israel and Jordan. 

The first line would allow 
Jordan to export Dead Sea 
chemicals through .Israel’s 
Mediterranean Port of Ash- 
dod in addition to tbe Red 
Sea Port of Aqaba. 

A second rail line would 
be laid between Aqaba and 
Israel’s neighbouring port of 
Eilat in an effort to improve 
tourism. 

There are also proposals to 
build a rail line between the 
sister ports and tbe Dead 
Sea area to increase the flow 


of freight and another 
between Israel’s Haifa port 
and the Jordanian city of 
Mafraq, Israel Radio said. 

Tbe two countries have 
also recently agreed to 
advance work on a joint air- 
port near Aqaba and Eflat at 
the same time that Jordan 
okayed the use of its Aqaba 
airport by Israeli planes dur- 
ing peak tourism seasons. 

Mr. Tourgeman said that a 
meeting will take place in 
Aqaba on Tuesday to dis- 
cuss the joint airport project. 
He said that Israel will be 
represented by C haim 
Sharon, head of the Israeli 
Civil Aviation. 



Iran’s president-elect Mohammad Khatami (right) is watched closelv bv wnritv . 

ater visiting the mausoleum of late spiritual Ser Ayatollah RufflhKhSu I^Mondlv 
ing to win over conservatives defeated in the country ’s elertinnc »«.o»n>ni EE «. on oay. Khatanu, mov- 
Islamic revolution (Reuters photo) ^ elections, renewed hrs allegiance to the ideals of the 



PROGRAMME TWO 

15:35 French Programmes 

MfcOO ...Super Sports Follies 

16 JO - Dog House 

17:10 — The Album Show 

18:00 Trench Programmes 

HfcOO - .News in French 

19 JO ....News Headlines 

19:35 - Coach 

20:00 Doc.— Till 


2030 
21:10 Doc 

Encounter 

— Nature of Things 

22:00 

22'TS 

— News in English 

23d0 . — 

..Mission Impossible 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:56- .- 

. ._ Tajr 



12:33. 

Dhuhr 

16:13 

/Asr 

19-.38 

—Maghreb 

21:09. 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh.Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 


TeL 632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sanaa Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Tatter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

EnfJish-speakrng 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 




Bulletin supplied by the Depan - 
mem of Meteorology 
Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail with winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
and seas calm. 

Amman 17/30 

Aqaba .23/37 


Nairoukh pharmacy —623672 Central Amman Telephone 
Nqjib pharmacy 847632 


Deserts. 


-.16/34 


Jordan Valley 22/36 

Yesterday’s high temperatures; 
Amman 30, Aqaba 37 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 32 per 
cent, Aqaba 25 per cent. 


SRBID: ' 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

A! Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr- Nabil Safarini 901323 

Khafifeh pharmacy .. — 985417 
EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre -6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate Res- 
630341 


Repairs 

Abdafi 

661101 


.623101 


Telephone Repairs 


Al-Ahfi, Abdafi .664164/6 

Italian, At-Muhqjreen 777 101/3 
Al-Bashir. 775111/26 


Jordan Television —.773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

.815615 

Electric Power Company 


Army, Marka 891611/15 


Royrfjon&^TraSST a 

0&00 Damascus (RJ) 

08:15 Sanaa. (RJ) 


Queen Alia 
602240/50 
Amal Hospital 


Hospital 


-674155 


The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery —.865 199 


I®- 2 ** ‘ Abu ^abifRJ) 

Kfc30 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

I(k55 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

11:05 .Beirut (RJ) 


08:00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09-JO Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
12: 10... Amsterdam. Mon real. 
To ran to (RJ) 

12:15 — Vienna, Brussels (RJ) 
13:00 .Paris (RJ) 


U:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17 JO .Cairo (RJ) 


cue 


USEFUL 

.TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr NidalAs'ad . 


Civil Defence Emergency .. 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TYaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 


636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport OS- 
53200 


ZARQA: 


Zanp Govt Hospital (P9S83323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

-(09)900560 


? 7 jn London (RJ) 


13:00 — Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

13:15. Cairo (RJ) 

13:35 Frankfurt (RJ) 

14:00 London (RJ) 


PR| 


HOSPITALS 


- 

Ion Sina Hospital -(09)986732 
AJ Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 


..630321 


-751672 


WEATHER 


Dn Abdul Rahim Mustafa 744685 

Dr Issam AIAsmar 890504 

Dc Kh&Motm Kknb —816715 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy -.637055 
AJ Salam pharmacy .,...636730 
Yacoub pharmacy -‘..(644945 
Shmeisuni pharmacy ...637660 


Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 
KhaGdj Maternity.. 

Akileh Maternity, 

Jabal Amman 


IRBED: 

Prinwss Basma Hmpital 
402)275555 


-644281/6 
-64244 Ml 
Maternity 
..642362 


Greek Cafliofic Hospital 

(02)272275 


Other Flights 

SIX Riyadh (SV) 

M.40 -Munich (YP) 

14:55 -Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 

18:05 Kiev (LU) 

" ,15 — -Dubai, Damascus (EK) 
;}iS — --Cairo (MS) 

Z1 * JU .Tel Aviv (LY) 


21 -Jf) _Lamaca (RJ) 

21:20 — - ... Jeddah (RJ) 

21:40. Damascus (RJ) 

22:00 -. Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
‘22^0 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 


22:50 


Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


■Aden OY) 


Amman Munkapafity Com- 
plaints 787111 


Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance)-. 121 

Overseas Calls Jl 1 0230 


Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisanf ._6Q707I 
Shmeisani Hospital _..66913l 

University Hospital 845S45 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The fcJamiCvAbdali 6661 2637 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
AIRPORT 


2335 Laraaca (CY) 

Bucharest (RO) 

Jakarta (GA) 

London (BAl 


DEPARTURES 


ARRIVALS 


toyal Jordanian (RJ) flights 
07:20 — BeiraT(RJl 


Other Flights 

W:30 — Riyadh'(SV) 

-Munich (YP) 

15:45 ..Doha, Al'Ain, Muscat (GF) 

19 ^5 -.Kiev (LU) 

20:15 : Dubai (EK) 

22:30 Cairo (MS) 

22:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:50 Aden (TY) 

00:45 -..Amsterdam (KL) 

01=55-„ —Bucharest (RO) 

02i25— London (GA) 

04:00 - Rome (AZ)# 
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Jordan limes, Tuesday, May 27, 1997 


Queen enters World Wide Web I A § reement si g“ ed covering treatment 

of cancer patients from Palestine 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Interest- 
ed in- the history of the 
women’s movement in Jor- 
dan? The latest statistics on 
vjtbe state of Jordanian chil- 
’dren? Environmental 
activism in the Kingdom? 
Steps taken to preserve the 
country’s architectural and 
archaeological heritage? 
That Information and more 
is now available for Inter- 
net surfers on the World 
Wide Web at “‘www.noor. 
gov.jo.". Her Majesty 
Queen Noor’s Web site. 

On a national level the 
site provides comprehen- 
sive and regularly updated 
synopses on women’s 
organisations, rights, politi- 
cal and labour force partici- 
pation, health and educa- 
tion as well as the latest 
activities of the National 
Task Force for Children and 
Jordan’s achievements in 
die field of child-welfare. 

Visitors to the site can 
amply click on “architec- 
tural heritage” for instant 
data on sustainable tourism 
and development at archae- 
ological sites and revitalis- 
ing Jordan’s historic vil- 
lages and towns. 


Her Majesty 
Queen Noor 
provides data, 
answers ques- 
tions on her 
new Web site at 
wwwj»or.gov.jo. 


Envi- 
ronmentalists will enjoy 
browsing through Jordan’s 
Environmental Strategy 
and Law as well as national 
environmental activities 
and organisations. The sec- 
tion on the Noor A! Hussein 
Foundation, whose projects 
promote economic self- 
reliance, environmental 
responsibility aod partici- 
patory doc isi on - making , 
offers insights as to the role 
of non-govemmental 



organisations in Jordan. 

The Web site, richly illus- 
trated with photographs, 
has an international dimen- 
sion as the Queen is active- 
ly involved with the UJSI. 
and other organisations 
working in the fields of 
education, women and chil- 
dren, community develop- 
ment, human rights, nature 
and architecture conserva- 
tion. These numerous pro- 
jects featured in the site, 
include the United Nations 


University’s International 
Leadership Academy in 
Jordan, the world’s first 
global leadership training 
facility, and the United 
World Colleges, a network 
of 10 multi -cultural col- 
leges around the world 
whose equal-opportunity 
international secondary 
education programme is 
designed to foster cross- 
cultural understanding and 
global peace. 

The highlight is a picture 
album which spans Queen 
Noor’s childhood, her 

courtship and subsequent 
marriage to His Majesty 
King Hussein, their famil y 
and her numerous national 
and international projects. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
fill out the site’s inquiry 
form for more information 
or they can e-mail the 
Queen directly at 

“noor@noor.gov.jo. " 

The Web site, which was 
designed by Amman-based 
Magnet Internet Services, is 
hosted on the local servers 
of the National Information 
Centre (NIC) and Global 
One/Jordan as well as the 
servers of Arab NeL 
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JCAA moves towards commercialisation 


By Zeina Durra 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The country’s general trend 
towards privatisation has encouraged the 
Jordan Civil Aviation Authority (JCAA) to 
seek financial independence and take steps 
towards commercialisation 
“Financial autonomy, regulatory and 
oversight functions will remain under the 
government’s jurisdiction but we want to 
have more financial control,” JCAA Direc- 
tor General Captain Jasser Ziade said. 

Presently the circa JD 24 milli on, gener- 
ated by the JCAA, goes directly to the State 
Treasury, “we receive only JD 1 1 million of 
[this amount which] we generate,” be 
explained “To add to this we lose large 
amounts of revenue [due to Royal Jordan- 
ian’s exemption from landing fees, a loss of 
iatdy;jpd5 million]^. 


“Ziadc.-feels that Serm-pnyafisa- 
tion would greatlXs bene fiLbotfa "the JCAA 
and the government. “RenovafiSlprf’exist- 
Ifrg airport facilities is an inevitability 
which would put a severe strain on the Jor- 
danian budget Enlisting the private sector 
would put the responsibility of renewal in 
our hands thereby lifting this burden from 
the government.” 

In addition, be believes that the income 


generated by a commercial airport would 
be much higher than current levels as “with 
commercialism comes the inevitable 
increase in revenue, seen in other interna- 
tional airports which followed this move. 
Heathrow, Dubai and Tel Aviv are making 
enormous amounts; for example Tel Aviv 
generated circa $150 million last year from 
Don-aeronautical facilities such as Duty 
Free [shops], this levelled its aeronautical 
revenue,” he maintained 

He described the revenue as beneficial for 
the Jordanian economy as the predicted 
profit generated would be far higher than 
present. 

The JCAA has proposed a five-year plan 
to the government which is currently under 
consideration. 

“In the first five years, we will keep the 
revenue generated, .build upon & ..arouse jfr 
fo fiaiJbiip OW' IdwSk^nablfog^ s 
our commercial ^projects ! ears, 

foreign expats predict that, we will be able 
to pay the government dividends of JD four 
million increasing to JD 10 million after ten 
years,” be said 

A Ministry of Transport official support- 
ed Captain Ziade’s view stating that “this 
[move towards semi-privatisation and com- 
mercialisation] would do very well.” 


Elderly woman drowns in unprotected dam 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A 96-year old woman Mon- 
day drowned in the East Jordan Valley 
Dam, according to police and Civil 
Defence Department (CDD) officials. 

One police official told the Jordan Times 
that the woman, Fatmeh Fall ah Hussein, 
had left her home at approximately 5:30 
a.nL, and headed to her family's house in 
Deir Ala when she accidentaUy fell in the 

>- 

According to officials, the empty dam 
was not surrounded with barbed wire as it 
was being cleaned. 

“Unfortunately, the woman fell in the 
muddy water and immediately drowned,” 
the source said. 

. CDD statistics in 1996 reported 77 swim- 
ming accidents in which 55 individuals 


drowned. 

Meanwhile, four people, including one 
child, were Sunday killed in road accidents, 
police reports said. 

In the Qweismeh area, five-year old Ala’ a 
Jamal was struck by a vehicle and instantly 
killed, reports said. 

In the Maq A1 Hamam area of Amman, a 
35-year old man was killed when be was 
run over by a trailer. 

The reports said that both drivers were at 
fault for foiling to yield to pedestrians. 

■ A 3 1 -year-old man was also killed when 
the tractor he was driving in the Qmerah 
area rolled over, according to reports. 

Faraj Ahmad was killed instantly in the 
accident 

In a similar incident Yousef Hass an, 31, 
died when the trailer be was driving rolled 
over, official repeats stated. 



Ministry 
outlines 
forestation 
plans 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In 
1998, the Ministry of Agri- 
culture will plant more than 
10 million tree saplings in 
the Wadi Mousa and 
Shobak regions of southern 
Jordan in order to imple- 
ment official forestation 
plans and stem desertifica- 
tion, Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali affirmed 
Monday. _ . . 

During- a visit. to the Min- 
istry of Agriculture,' the 
premier affirmed that the 
government has endorsed a 
policy of planting millions 
of trees in different areas, 
particularly the eastern and 
southern regions, in order 
to make the country ver- 
dant by the year 2000, as 
called for by His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Ministry of Agriculture 
nurseries annually plant 
millions of fruit and ever- 
green saplings, which it 
distributes to institutions, 
schools, the Jordan Armed 
Forces and other organisa- 
tions to be planted in vari- 
ous zones. 

The prime minister and 
Minister of Agriculture 
Mijhem Kbreisha reviewed 
national agricultural plans 
as well as those for devel- 
oping livestock wealth. 

Dr. Majali lauded Jor- 
I dan’s unique climate which 
<he described as conducive 
to forming development. 

I He referred to student 
agricultural contributions 
and encouraged the 
employment of students 
during the holidays to help 
plant trees and reclaim and 
develop land for food pro- 
duction. 

The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture will restrict itself to 
supervising and advising 
private sector firms wish- 
ing to invest in the agricul- 
tural seam, he said. 

Mr. Khreisha sum- 
marised the present agri- 
cultural situation in Jordan 
as well as problems facing 
the formers in production 
and marketing. He also 
outlined development 
plans to help Jordan 
become self-sufficient in 
food production. 

Frost has adversely 
affected crops grown in the 
Jordan Valley and damages 
are estimated at JD 107 mil- 
lion, he added. 

Farmers had earlier com- 
plained that in some areas 
their entire crop output was 
ravaged due to the frost 
These losses prompted 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
to appeal to the Rome- 
based UN Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAO) 
to dispatch immediate 
assistance to the Kingdom 
and Mr. Khreisha described 
himself as optimistic that 
Jordan would soon acquire 
the petitioned assistance. 


By Nadia Mukhlis 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An agree- 
ment to provide facilities 
for treating cancer patients 
from Palestine was Mon- 
day signed between the 
Palestinian Ministry of 
Health and A1 Amal Cen- 
tre. 

The Palestinian side was 
represented by Dr. Ibrahim 
Abid, director in charge of 
treating Palestinian 

patients abroad, while the 
Jordanian side was repre- 
sented by the rapporteur of 
AI Amal Centre Board of 
Trustees, Dr. Abdullah 
Khatib. 

The agreement aims to 
provide treatment for 
patients diagnosed with 
cancer in Palestine by 
opening Al Amal Centre 
services to them. Price lists 
were provided by the Min- 
istry of Health and the Jor- 
dan Medical Association. 

Al Amal Centre’s goal is 
to provide comprehensive 
cancer care and services to 
Jordan and the region; it 
began offering both in- 
patient and out-patient ser- 
vices in mid-April of this 
year. 

The centre also strives to 
contribute to the scientific 
community at large by 
conducting and participat- 
ing in applied research 
projects and cooperating 
with other innovative can- 
cer centres around the 
world. 

It is also hosting the 
“Cancer Appeal for Jor- 
dan” on May 28th. 

The Cancer Appeal, is a 
fund-raising initiative on 
the part of the Anglo-Jor- 



Rapporteur of Al Amal Centre Board of Trustees Dr. Abdullah Khatib and Dr. 
Ibrahim Abid, director in charge of treating Palestinian patients abroad, Monday 
sign an agreement stipulating the provision of facilities for treating cancer patients 
from Palestine (Petra photo) 


danian Society, established 
in 1980 and based in Eng- 
land; the society has four 
patrons, HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, HRH 
Princess Sarvath and the 
Duke and Duchess of 
Kent. 

The society is organising 
several evems to raise 
donations for Jordan's 
fight against cancer and so 
for over £9,000 has been 
raised. 

“Cancer Appeal” hopes 
to attract international 
attention and support for 
Al Amal Centre through 
intensive media coverage. 

The General Union of 
Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS), the umbrella of 
voluntary organisations in 


Jordan, formed the Nation- 
al Task Force for the 
Establishment of Al Amal 
Centre in 19S4. 

The centre has concen- 
trated on public awareness 
programmes and educa- 
tion, by providing educa- 
tional material and pro- 
grammes for the public 
and health professionals. 

It also emphasises early 
detection, through the 
establishment of a central 
screening unit, with satel- 
lites throughout the coun- 
try, for early detection of 
malignant tumours, espe- 
cially of the breast, uterus, 
prostate gland, testicles 
and lungs. 

The centre boasts a com- 
plete radio-diagnostic divi- 


sion, medical laboratories 
and out-patient clinics in 
which to effect surgery, 
chemotherapy, bone mar- 
row transplants, radiother- 
apy and brachytherapy. 

It also emphasises reha- 
bilitation, through physio- 
therapy, occupational ther- 
apy and rehabilitation pro- 
grammes and counselling 
for patients and their fami- 
lies. 

The centre has a special 
unit for research and train- 
ing. 

Lastly, it emphasises sci- 
entific communication to 
facilitate information 
exchanges, expertise and 
medical consultations with 
cancer specialists world- 
wide. 


‘Shopping month’ tentatively planned for this summer 


AMMAN (Petra) — The advisory 
|i council; of the Amman Chamber, .of 7. 
Commerce (ACC) is currently consid- 
ering a “shopping month” to be held 
this summer in order to stimulate the 
economy and tourism sector and end 
the economic recession in Jordan, 
ACC Chairman Haidar Murad 
announced Monday. 

He slated that the chamber has 
named a special committee to exam- 
ine the prospects for such a project to 
be implemented in July when visitors 
win be coming to spend their holidays 
in Jordan and attend the Jerash festival 
for arts and culture. 


The idea, was enthusiastically wel- 
comed ty.WP.UiS.tpuri^.afld. fccqqopa-. . 
ic experts in the Kingdom as it would 
offer tourists the chance to shop as 
well as spend their holidays among 
relatives and friends, Mr. Murad stat- 
ed. 

He estimated 500,000 persons as 
expected to visit the Kingdom this 
year. 

The shopping month will resemble 
similar events organised in Dubai and 
Lebanon, according to Mr. Murad. 

Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel Biltaji has welcomed the idea 
and is arranging for a meeting this 


week to prepare initial steps for the 
. event, Mr. Murad ’** ■" 

The ACC will be enlisting the help' 
of the ministries of interior and trans- 
port and telecommunications, the 
Customs Department and Royal Jor- 
danian, he added. 

It win also coordinate with hotels, 
resthouses and commercial industries 
in order to facilitate the arrival of 
tourists and ensure the event’s suc- 
cess. 

Both Dubai and Lebanon have prof- 
ited from this type of event, Mr. 
Murad concluded, and Jordan has the 
potential to secure similar gains. 


ABS students travel back in time 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Students at the 
Amman Baccalaureate School 
(ABS) celebrated Indepen- 
dence Day with festivities and 
activities aimed to encourage 
appreciation' of' their culture 
throughout the ages. 

“Many studepts are not cog- 
nisant of their rich culture, 
and resort to living as pseudo- 
Americans and Europeans,” 
Deputy HeadV of Teachers 
Peter Yates said. “We hope 
this activity stimulates appre- 
ciation thereof." 

The students initiated their 
day performing fee traditional 
dabkkeh dance, reading Ara- 
bic poetry and showcasing tra- 
ditional clothes in a fashion 
show. 

Hanna Habayeb, 13, 
described students as genuine- 
ly interested in the day’s activ- 
ities. which, she said, were 
informative and fun. 

“Everyone initially groaned 
when we heard of plans for 
Independence Day but it was 
really quite fun.” she said. 

Other activities included 
bread-making, learning how 
to plough, and a reenactment 
of betrothal traditions. 

A Mahaous baker taught fee 
art of making Saj bread which 
seemed to be fee highlight of 
fee day. 

Other students took fee 
opportunity to assist in 
ploughing, something stu- 
dents otherwise may have 
never encountered. Head of 
the Middle School Riham 
Kawar said. 

“Interaction in sessions has 
been beautiful.” Ms. Kawar 
said. 

She explained feat fee 
school had originally planned 
on inviting grandparents to 
explain the changes they wii- 



Young students emulate traditional wedding at Amman 
Baccalaureate School (photo by Tanya Habjouqa) 


nessed over time, but feat fee 
idea kept growing. 

“So we tapped into fee 
knowledge of elders, friends, 
and teachers to give students 
an insight into different 
aspects of life in Jordan." she 
said. 

A photography exhibit 
showcased pictures of fee 
Royal family and of the Great 
Arab Revolt, with history 
books provided to the stu- 
dents. 

A few traditional, colourful 


Bani Hamida carpets were 
also showcased, alongside a 
simulated shop of fee sixties. 

Students were able to buy 
candy for a few piastres, fee 
shop demonstrating fee differ- 
ence in prices then and now. 
Ms. Kawar explained. 

Shop items included tradi- 
tional Arab candies, assorted 
trinkets, and an operational 
radio from 1951 alongside a 
typewriter from 1945. 

“I searched long and hard 
for some of these items," ABS 
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Girls call out in traditional bedouin fashion to mark a 
joyous occasion (photo by Tanya Habjouqa) 


Consultant Zuheir Zakaria 
fcaid. “One small shopkeeper 
hsked me if I had recently 
/ been released from prison, as 1 
did not [appear to be familiar 
with] modem items." 

A comparative cost of firing 
chart was shown to students, 
showing typical price varia- 
tions in medical checks, 
which, on the average, cost 
500 fils in forty years ago and 
currently averages JD 5. 

The ABS also enlisted the 
aid of 19 Jordanian profes- 
sors. artists, sociologists, and 
other professionals to lecture 
fee children on different 
aspects of life in fee King- 
dom. 

Sociologists Sabri Rbeihat 
from fee Philadelphia Univer- 
sity lectured on fee change of 
values from tribalism to mod- 
em times, explaining how fee 
transition affected modem liv- 
ing. 

"Students seemed interested 
in humanitarian issues and 
how the culture has 
[evolved] ” Dr. Rbeihat said. 

Archaeologist Nelly Lama 
introduced students to an out- 
line of Jordan’s archaeological 
history and beseeched the 
children to take on active role 
in historical preservation. 

“Have your parents buy one 
less dress and replace that 
wife a book on Jordan's histo- 
ry ” she said. “You must learn 
what treasures you have in 
your country.” 

Students were divided into 
different groups to attend fee 
various activities and lectures. 

The seventh grade students 
gave a theatrical rendition of a 
traditional Arab wedding, 
wife mensaf, tabba drumming, 
and dancing. 

"This was our way of cele- 
brating Independence Day and 
educating children about their 
roots." Ms. Kawar concluded. 
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2 Lebanese killed as Sierra Leone 
capital descends into chaos 


BEIRUT (AFP) — At least 
two Lebanese have been 
killed in the Sierre Leone 
capital of Freetown, where 
armed bands are on the ram- 
page following the military 
coup, officials said here 
Monday. 

“The streets are strewn 
with the bodies of murdered 
civilians and we believe 
there are some Lebanese 
among them.” an Emigrants 
Ministry official said. 

One of the dead Lebanese 
is the son of a leading busi- 
nessman in Freetown, the 
official said. 

Lebanon's Foreign Minis- 
ter Fares Bweiz said he is 
making contact with author- 
ities in Freetown to ensure 
the security of some 9.000 
Lebanese "in Sierre Leone 
after the overthrow of Pre- 
sident Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
Sunday. 

“The Lebanese communi- 
ty. which is mainly based in 
Freetown, is in a delicate si- 
tuation because of the reign- 
ing insecurity,” he told AFP. 

Lebanon's ambassador in 
Freetown. Mohammad A1 
Zib. said he was fearful of 
chaos in the capital despite 
the curfew imposed by die 
soldiers who seized power 
in the West African nation. 

“Armed gangs have taken 
control of the streets and are 
firing non-stop, pillaging 
homes systematically, par- 
ticularly those of foreigners, 
and blowing up the iron 
gates protecting their prop- 
erty.” Mr. Zib said in the 
Saudi newspaper Asharq A1 


Awsat which is also pub- 
lished in Beirut. 

Mr. Zib said direct tele- 
phone links between Free- 
town and Lebanon had been 
cut. 

Army major Johnny Paul 
Korina declared himself 
head of state in Sierra Le- 
one Monday after seizing 
power and ousting the gov- 
ernment elected only a year 
ago. 

j.JVIaj. Korma said on 
national radio he overthrew 
the government of President 
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah Sun- 
day because of the “cabals 

and sectional politics” of 
the regime. Mr. Kabbah fled 
by helicopter to neighbour- 
ing Guinea. 

“We the armed forces, as 
the custodians of state secu- 
rity. had to step in,” he said. 

Maj. Korma called for the 
release of a Sierra Leone 
rebel leader held in Nigeria. 
Corporal Foday Sankoh, 
and called on him to join the 
new government. 

The fresh turmoil in a 
West African state whose 
mining- based economy was 
already shattered by civil 
war drew condemnation 
from U.N. Secretary-Ge- 
neral Kofi Annan and Orga- 
nisation of African Unity 
Secretary-General Salim 
Ahmad S alim . 

“The United Nations and 
the international community 
firmly uphold the principle 
that the will of the people 
shall be the basis of the 
authority of governments, 
and that governments, de- 


mocratically elected, shall 
not be overthrown by 
force." Mr. Annan said, de- 
scribing himself as “dis- 
tressed” by the news. 

Mr. Salim, speaking in 
Zimbabwe, urged the conti- 
nent to condemn Sierra 
Leone's new leaders and not 
to welcome them into OAU 
ranks: “It is lamentable that 
some soldiers who have no 
mandate to rule at all should 
decide to challenge the 
legitimate position of the 
people. It is a setback for 
Africa's transition to 

democracy.” 

A coup spokesman first 
announced in a radio broad- 
cast Sunday that junior 
ranks had toppled Mr. Ka- 
bbah and asked Nigerian 
troops based in the country 
not to intervene. 

One of their first decrees 
reflected army grievances 
against Mr. Kabbah, who 
took over in March 1996 
from military rulers who 
had taken power four years 
earlier. It abolished a civil- 
ian militia on which Mr. Ka- 
bbah had come to rely to 
combat rebels in continuing 
fighting despite an accord 
last year ending five years 
of civil war. 

The rebellious troops 
stormed Freetown’s maxi- 
mum security prison and 
freed 600 inmates, includ- 
ing soldiers charged with 
plotting against Mr. Ka- 
bbah. Sierra Leone’s ambas- 
sador to the United States, 
John Leigh, said the soldiers 
gave arms to their jailed 


colleagues and common 
criminals to attack govern- 
ment buildmgs. 

“All the aid and all the job 
I have been doing over here 
to bring economic develop- 
ment to Sierra Leone are 
now on hold until this mat- 
ter is resolved,” he said. 

State radio announced late 
Sunday that the country’s 
land borders and air and sea 
ports were closed until fur- 
ther notice. 

The capital Freetown 
spent the night under a cur- 
few imposed after looting of 
Lebanese-owned business- 
es, private homes and Uni- 
ted Nations offices and resi- 
dences. 

A U.N. official in New 
York said some of its local 
security personnel were 
seized. The world body has 
a political office plus aid 
and development agencies 
there. 

Soldiers battled Nigerian 
troops stationed in Sierra 
Leone under regional de- 
fence pacts. Nigerian and 
Guinean troops had sup- 
ported the government army 
against rebels, but the radio 
said all foreign troops had 
been ordered back to base. 

The United States em- 
bassy was hit twice by rock- 
et fire, prompting Washing- 
ton to order its citizens to 
stay indoors. No one was 
injured but a White House 
spokesman said plans were 
ready for the evacuation of 
U.S. nationals if necessary. 



President Aleksander Kwasniewski and his wife Jolanta cast their votes in Poland's 
constitutional referendum at a Warsaw polling station Sunday. Poles adopted a new 
constitution, sponsored by the ruling ex-communists and other parliamentary par- 
ties. The constitution is meant to enshrine rights and liberties gained with the fall of 
Communist rule in 1989 and to stabilise the democratic changes made since then 
(Reuter photo) 

Polish poll verdict is 
setback for Solidarity 


WARSAW (R) — Exit 
polls indicating that voters 
approved Poland's new 
constitution in a referen- 
dum were an ominous sign 
for the rightist opposition 
as it prepares to challenge 
the ruling ex-Communists 
in elections this year. 

Many analysis saw Sun- 
day's referendum as a trial 
of strength between the 
ex-Communist Democra- 
tic Left Alliance, which 
helped to draft the charter, 
and the opposition Soli- 
darity Election Action 
(AWS) before parliamen- 
tary polls due around 
September. 

“The referendum has to a 
large extent been a test of 
strength," sociologist 
Edmund Wnuk-Lipinski 
told Reuters. “Soiidari- 
ty's...defeat shows it may 
have difficulty mobilising 
part of its electorate.” 

Exit polls, released by 
public television, said 56.8 
per cent of the people 
backed the constitution 
and 43.2 per cent opposed 
it on a turnout of 39.8 per 
cent of the 28 million vot- 
ers. 

Opinion polls suggest 
that both the Solidarity 
alliance and the ex-Com- 
munists have the support 
of more than one fifth of 
potential voters, which 
under Poland’s electoral 
system would translate 
into about a third of die 
seats in the 460-member 


parliament. 

They also indicate that 
the AWS, a bloc of more 
than 30 small parties led 
by the Solidarity Union, 
has the greater potential to 
win more votes because 
many Poles still despise 
the ruling party's roots in 
the oppressive Communist 
system overthrown in 
1989. 

But the referendum re- 
sult appeared to show chat 
Solidarity's campaign rhe- 
toric. which in the case of 
the constitution relied 
more on vague patriotic 
and religious values and 
strong anii-Communism 
than specific arguments, 
had limited appeal. 

“Solidarity's. ..defeat 

may largely be due to its 
dramatic tone, which is 
unsuitable for the current 
reality. We saw an appeal 
to emotions and not to rea- 
son and most people do 
not get carried away just 
by emotions.” said Wnuk- 
Upinski. 

Solidarity leaders 
claimed that the constitu- 
tion betrayed national inte- 
rests by allowing Poland 
to surrender by treaty’ 
some functions to interna- 
tional organisations. 

They also said it should 
be rejected because it did 
not clearly invoke God 
and include a clause effec- 
tively banning abortion, 
now legal in Poland. 

Some Solidarity leaders 


asked the Roman Catholic 
Church last month to seek 
God's help in defeating the 
constitution by performing 
the ceremony of “enthron- 
ing Christ the King," a 
step last taken when Bol- 
shevik troops invaded 
Poland in 1920. 

The church refused, but 
the episode was a gift to 
Solidarity's critics and was 
widely ridiculed. 

“They (Solidarity) abuse 
references to God and the 
church in their campaign. 
People, even their own 
supporters, do not like it... 
this is one reason for the 
defeat," said Andrzej Po- 
locki, spokesman for the 
opposition Union for 
Freedom Party. 

Mr. Potocki's centrist 
party was one of the oppo- 
sition groups which 
reached a compromise 
with the ruling coalition of 
ex-Communists and a Pea- 
sant Party and helped to 
pass the constitution in 
parliament 

The party argued that it 
was better to have an 
imperfect constitution than 
stay with remnants of the 
1952, Stalin -era one, 
amended in 1992 by inter- 
im laws, that would leave 
Poland as the only former 
Soviet Bloc country with- 
out a new charter. 


Return of 
all Serbs 
unreasonable 
— Tudjman 

ZAGREB (R) — Croatian 
President Franjo Tbdjman 
^ stood fyra Sunday ^-against' 

1 ■Western . pressure 

’ for alT displaced Croatian 
Serbs to be allowed Vo fe-~ 
turn safely to their pre-war 
homes and said such de- 
mands were unreasonable. 

Western ambassadors 
joined together Friday to 
express concern to Mr. 
Tudjman over the slow and 
problem-ridden return of 
ethnic Serbs. The move 
followed reports of harass- 
ment and expulsion of 
elderly Serbs in central 
Croatia. 

Up to 200,000 Serbs fled 
their rebel Krajina enclave 
ahead of its recapture by 
Croatian army in 1995 and 
only a few have returned, 
to find their houses des- 
troyed and property confis- 
cated. 

‘They speak only of the 
problem of returning Serb 
refugees. I told those gen- 
tlemen it is unacceptable to 
forget... our own refugees 
have been away from home 
for six years," Mr. Tudjman 
said in an interview carried 
by state radio and televi- 
sion. 

The 75-year old presi- 
dent, reported to be ill with 
cancer, is likely to win a 
second term in office on 
June 15 presidential elec- 
tion. 

“We said we would solve 
the problem of the return of 
Serb refugees who are in 
eastern Slavonia," be said, 
referring to the last Serb 
enclave, administered by 
the United Nations, where 
there are some 60,000 Serb 
refugees from the Krajina. 

“But to make conditions 
and say we have to take 
back all the Serbs who left 
Croatia is unreasonable. It 
is contrary to everything 
that’s been happening in 
the world ever since its be- 
ginning.” he said. 

“No one is makin g de- 
mands that all Sudeten 
Germans go back." said 
Mr. Tudjman, referring to 
ethnic Germans who left 
Communist Czechoslo- 
vakia after World War A. 

U.S. Ambassador Peter 
Galbraith made his stron- 
gest public criticism of 
Zagreb yet earlier this week 
when be said the United 
States would only support 
Croatia's integration into 
Western institutions with 
preconditions which inc- 
lude Croatia permitting the 
return of all refugees and 
displaced persons. 


The wives of ex-Zairean military officers protest Sunday the forced eviction from their homes by . t jj, ev 
took the city one week ago. The women say their husbands are to be incorporated into the new rebel army 
are still being evicted from the homes which are within a military base (Reuter photo) 

Opposition predicts fresh protests in new Congo 

Just after dawn Sunday heavily armed so!dif ' s ; ™ n [,° f 
ifindiasas ton hotel where 


KINSHASA (R) — Opposition activists in Laurent 
Kabila’s Democratic Republic of Congo predicted a stay- 
home protest in die capital Monday and said they would 
stage protest marches there later in the week. 

But Mr. Kabila’s information minister. Raphael Ghenda, 
told Reuters that even if there was initial backing for such 
protests it was unlikely to last as the people wanted life to 
return to normal. 

Mr. Kabila’s administration, which is only part complete 
and has shown nervousness over security, acknowledged 
that this was a problem in the capital and urged the public 
to give it time and help in dealing with the problem. 

Aides to veteran opposition leader Etienne Tshisekedi, 
who spearheaded internal opposition to ousted dictator 
Mobutu Sese Seko, said Sunday they wanted proper politi- 
cal dialogue and the departure of foreign troops among Mr. 
Kabila’s forces. 

“It’s not the party which has ordered this stay-home 
protest, the the people themselves who have decided to 
stage it," one adviser. Martin Tsbibangu Tshimbadi, told 
Reuters. 

Other aides said the opposition would urge its activists to 
march in the streets of the capital Wednesday and Friday. 
Opposition activists staged marches last Friday and 
Saturday. 

Frustrated at Mr. Kabila’s refusal to name Tshisekedi 
prime minister last week, they denounce the presence of 
Rwandan, U gandan, Burundian, Angolan and other foreign 
, troops among- Mr ' Kabila's forces. ’ f ? *t»it jpityn -nib 


them teenagers, moved into Kinshasa s top no 
most of the new government stays, demanding 
rooms and forcing open doors where guests were . p g- 

Western diplomats said their colleagues living in Hats . 
overlooking the riverside prime minister s residence w 

Kabila now lives had been told to move out. 

“They are obsessed by security above anything else, said 

one diplomat. . - - 

Mobutu, who has cancer and was widely accused ot plun- 
dering what is one of Africa’s richest nations leaving lt vir- 
tually b ank rupt, has fled into exile. He and members of his 
close family are currently in Morocco. _ 

Mr. Kabila met the ambassadors of the United States and 
Britain at the weekend, the state-run television announced 
Sunday. 

U.S. Ambassador Daniel Simpson congratulated Mr. 
Kabila on his “total victory" and for having overturned the 
“32-year dictatorship” of former President Mobutu, the 
television of the Democratic Republic of the Congo — for- 
merly Zaire — said. 

At Saturday’s meeting, Mr. Simpson also praised the 
“soft-landing” of Mr. Kabila’s forces when they entered 
Kinshas a, the report said. 

British Hi gh Commissioner Marcus Hope met Mr. Kabila 
after Mr. Simpson and delivered to him a message front 
Prime Minis ter Tony Blair, contents of which were not dis- 
closed, the television said. 

Senior French officials met Sunday with the new foreign 


“Let 'them goTiome? 1 one activist told- Reuters -Sunday, ll-* minister ofihe Demdcratic Republic of Congo (DRC). the 


was a plea echoed by private “citizens. 

“We want all those who contributed to the struggle to get 
together to legitimise Mr. Kabila's power," said another. 

Mr. Kabila’s Aliance of Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of Congo marched into Kinshasa on May 17 to 
crown a seven-month civil war with victory. They took up 
arms in a dispute over denial of Zairean nationality for eth- 
nic Tuts is. 

Mr. Ghenda said people calling stay-home protests were 
impatient “They should give us the time to manage the sit- 
uation in a responsible manner," he added “Those behind 
this kind of action are motivated by their selfish interest" 

Interior Minister Mwenze Kongolo said on state televi- 
sion Sunday the government would do all it could to 
strengthen its control of the teeming city' of five million 
people. 

“There are complaints from all sides that the city is not 
secure, which is entirely true. We think it is just a matter of 
giving us a little time to be able to control the city which is 
so full of evil-doers,” he said 

After two days of street protests against his takeover, Mr. 
Kabila said Saturday that elections in Africa's third largest 
country would have to wait for two years. 


first official contact between France andthe former rebel 
leadership, French sourc£S~siiid. 

Jean-Pieire Lafon, a special French envoy from the 
Foreign Ministry in Paris, accompanied by the French 
ambassador in Kinshasa, met with Foreign Minister Bizima 
Kahara for several hours, informed French sources said. 

No further details were given about the talks. The meet- 
ing is significant since France had backed deposed 
President Mobutu until the last minute. Paris was alone 
among leading Western nations in continuing to support Mr. 
Mobutu, despite widespread calls for him To step down in 
the face of the rebel movement. 

Mr. Lafon was dispatched to Kinshasa by French 
President Jacques Chirac to establish “strong" contact with 
the Kabila authorities in the wake of his victory over Mr. 
Mobutu's regime. 

There is a significant French community in the DRC, 
which was a former Belgium colony which then came 
under French and American patronage after independence. 
In a meeting with Me Lafon, representatives of the French 
community had reproached Paris late Saturday for main- 
taining an “ambiguous" relationship with the Kabila 
regime. 


Multinational force will expand patrols in Albania 


TIRANA, Albania (AP) — 
The multinational peace- 
keeping force in Albania 
will step up patrols to help 
ensure security for next 
month’s elections, a spokes- 
man for the force said 
Saturday. 

Premier Bashkim Fino 
asked the Italian comman- 
der of the 6,000-member 
force to deploy troops to re- 
gions of the country it has 
so far avoided so that candi- 
dates can campaign safely 
and June 29 elections can 
take place on schedule. 

“In the next few days, we 
plan to expand our forces 
inside die country, and espe- 
cially in its northern parts," 
force spokesman Giovanni 
Bemardi said Saturday. 

The eight-nation Euro- 

pean force began arriving in 


the Balkan nation last 
month to protea aid deliv- 
eries to Albanians left desti- 
tute by weeks of turmoil. 

The violence, which left at 
least 500 people dead, 
flared in January after the 
collapse of Pyramid invest- 
ment schemes in which 
many Albanians held their 
life savings. 

European leaders are hop- 
ing the presence of foreign 
troops and free and fair 
elections will help resolve 
the continuing political and 
economic crisis facing the 
country. 

President Sali Berisha and 
the main opposition Social 
Democratic Party agreed 
last week on guidelines for 
June 29 elections. Ques- 
tioning the fairness of the 
elections, smaller parties are 


undecided about whether to 
participate. 

Social Democratic Party 
leader Skender Gjinushi and 
other government critics 
want voter lists scrutinised 
by foreign election monitors 
and voting districts re- 
drawn. They also want for- 
eign troops deployed at 
polling stations. 

Mr. Gjinushi and the lead- 
ers of seven other parties 
opposing Mr. Berisha's De- 
mocratic Party also want the 
president to end the state of 
emergency declared in early 
March, even though heavily 
armed gangs continue to 
roam the country. 

“It's ridiculous to cam- 
paign when you have a cur- 
few at 9 p.m., Mr. Gjinushi 
said. 

A spokesman for Mr. Fino 


said Saturday that Mr. Be# 
risha is expected to sign a 
decree lifting the emer- 
gency measures this week- 
end. 

Although Mr. Berisha has 
started campaigning for the 
June 29 vote, opposition to 
him is high. He scrapped 
plans Thursday to campaign 
in the central town of Ce- 
rrik. 40 kilometres south of 
Tirana. 

Since violence engulfed 
the nation earlier this year 
heavily-armed rebel com- 
mittees have controlled 
most towns in southern Al- 
bania. 

They said Fridav that they 
would not allow elections in 
their territories unless con- 
ditions were established for 

atree and fair vote. 


- — VUIC. 

Death toll rises to 142 in IndonesiatTrioT 


BANJARMASIN. Indonesia (R) — The death toll from a 
shopping centre fire and riot in this east Kalimantan City on 
the island of Borneo has risen to 142, the local Dinamika 
Berita reported Monday. 

The paper quoted officials as saying the remains of at 
least 136 people had been found in a search of the gutted 
the Mitra Pla2a Shopping Centre after the complex caught 
fire following an election-related rioL 

Senior police were not immediately available Monday to 
confirm the report. Some shops have started to reopen, but 
a number of streets remained closed as troops and police 
remained on guard ahead of Thursday ’5 poll. 

Dinamika Berita said the remains were mostly charred 
bones and appeared to almost exclusively male. 

Officials had said all the shop assistants, most of whom 
were female, were sent home soon after riots started in the 
early afternoon when the town’s shops dosed up. 

Another two bodies had been found in both the Lima 
Cahaya shopping complex and Sarikaya Supermarket, 


while two people died as a result of «,ul- 

added. resu,t of sobbing wounds, it 

Most of tiie bodies in the Mitre pu,~ , . 

Siola Department Store, many with shSiT 5 " 5 f ° und in ** 
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blackedout, were all looters traonfS? u hen lhe was 
stayed in the building after rim ^lir^ ? ames **** *** 
flown mto the city began to li!? noo P >1 quickly 
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The Banjannasin Post rStM S '™! 11 ,Q «ty centre 
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The Hong Kong protest boat Thao Yn Tai” collides with a Japanese patrol boat of Japan's Maritime Safety Agency 
during a protest over Tokyo’s claiming to a disputed island chain near the Senkakns, known in Chinese as Diaoyns, 
in the East China Sea Monday. The Japanese Coast Guard deployed about 60 patrol boats Monday to prevent a 
flotilla of some 20 protest vessels from Taiwan and Hong Kong from approaching the island (Reuter photo) 

Chinese activists flout Japan near disputed isles 


TAIPEI (R) — A flotilla of 
Chinese nationalists deter- 
mined to challenge Tokyo's 
,7?-/jlaim to an East China Sea 
archipelago faced off Mon- 
day with Japanese patrol 
boats in waters around the 
disputed islands. 

Some 200 Taiwan and 
Hong Kong activists aboard 
fishing boats that sailed 
overnight from Taiwan con- 
fronted a phalanx of Japa- 
nese Coast Guard ships as 
they neared the islets 
claimed by Japan as die 
Senkakus and by Taiwan 
and China as the Diaoyus. 

“They are being surround- 
ed by Japanese coastal 
patrol vessels," Taiwan state 
radio said, describing the 
encounters as peaceful on 
the basis of shipboard wit- 
nesses' reports. 

Working methodically, 
two - Japanese -patrols were 
assigned .to: them- in each- flit' 
protest boats, a jactic de=._ 
^signed to make any landing 
■V- Attempt extremely difficult. 


the radio said. 

Eight crew from a fishing 
boat operating near the 
protest abandoned their 
damaged ship early Monday 
and were in life rafts await- 
ing rescue by Japanese 
patrols, Taiwan Radio said. 
The incident appeared to be 
unrelated to the protest. 

There were conflicting 
reports of the precise loca- 
tion of the confrontation. 

Taiwan Radio said the 
flotilla reached to 12 nauti- 
cal miles of the islands 
about 200 kilometres north- 
east of Taiwan, or within 
what Japan regards as its 
territorial waters, but had 
been pushed back to around 
15 nautical miles. 

In Tokyo, Japan’s Mari- 
time Safety Agency said 20 
protest boats bad sailed to 
within_44 kilometres south-, 
- ^S^^ ( is4nds,'^ierea 
;jbrce.. of.. 6ft- patrol .boats, 
.warned them not to enter 
Japanese waters or to app- 
roach the uninhabited 


islands. 

In October, after a similar 
flotilla of Chinese Nationa- 
lists from Taiwan and Hong 
Kong pierced Japan’s de- 
fences and clambered victo- 
riously onto the rocky out- 
crops, Tokyo vowed to take 
more effective measures to 
thwart future landings. 

Early Monday, the Taiwan 
and Hong Kong activists 
vowed to carry out what 
they dubbed the “Diaoyu 
island World Cup Fishing 
Contest," a protest designed 
to challenge Japan’s sover- 
eignty by violating what it 
claims as its waters. 

The activists would not 
rule out landing on the 
islands and said on their 
departure that they would 
seek Taiwan’s help if Japan 
interfered in their protest. 

Singing, beating drams 
and flying flags of the. 
Upited;.States . and, Taiwan.!* . 
exiled Republic of China, 
the activists set sail Sunday 
despite Tokyo’s vow to pre- 


venr any landings and 
Taipei's warning that activi- 
ties other than commercial 
fishing were not allowed 
outside of Taiwan’s coastal 
waters. 

The chain has ignited 
fiery nationalist passions in 
Chinese communities in 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and the 
United States since a Japa- 
nese right-wing group built 
a makeshift lighthouse there 
in July 1996, a move they 
said bolstered Japan’s sov- 
ereignty. 

A Hong Kong activist 
drowned in September 
when he jumped from a 
protest boat into stormy 
waters during an abortive 
voyage to reach the islands. 

Japan took the islands as 
war booty after defeating 
imperial China in 1895- 
Despite then- deep differ-, 
ences, ^Communist China - 
, and Nationalist. Taiwan ag- 
-jree that the islands should 
have been returned after 
Japan’s World War II defeat 


Sri Lanka troops secure 
new positions after battle 


U.S.-France row persists as 
Albright starts Euro-tour 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan troops, slowed by 
fierce counter-attacks by 
separatist Tamil rebels, 
were consolidating their po- 
sitions in the freshly cap- 
tured northern territory, mi- 
litary officials in the north 
said Monday. 

They said troops, who 
resumed their drive on the 
weekend after a five-day 
pause and advanced farther 
north, of the former rebel- 
controlled Qmanthai, were 
building fortifications and 
organising supplies before 
rnpvi flg again. 

,i Tbere is no fighting to- 
day,” a Defence Ministry 
spokesman said in Co- 
lombo. 

Military officials in the 
north added that there was 
no fighting overnight after 
fierce clashes on the week- 
end, during which several 
soldiers and rebels were 
killed. 

The Defence Ministry 
said troops had moved three 
kilometres north of Oman- 
thai to Rambaikulam over 
the weekend. 

The Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels 
had destroyed a T-55 tank 
and an armoured troop car- 
rier during the battle for 
Rambaikulam Saturday. 

Security forces captured 
Q manthai, 14 kilometres 
,T5Hh of the govemment- 
*5lidfci town of Vavuniya, and 
Nedunkeai. 25 kilometres 
northeast of Vavuniya, last 
week after a two-p ronge d 
thrust into the LTTE's 
northern Watrni heartland 

The Defence Ministry said 
14 soldiers were killed and 
19 others wounded in the 
fighting at Rambaikulam. 
No casualties were re-ported 
from sporadic rounds of ar- 
tillery and mortars fired by 
the rebels Sunday, it added. 

Ground troops have con- 
finned more than 30 rebels 
were killed and more than 
75 wounded in the day’s 
fighting, it said. Military 
officials said troops were 
ntjp/ planning to move 


ahead of Rambaikulam 
towards the rebel-held 
Puliyankulam. 

Some 20,000 troops 
launched "Operation Jaya 
Sikuru," or “Sure Of Vic- 
tory,” from Vavuniya on 
May 13 in a bid to open a 
supply route to the Jaffna 
peninsula, 100 kilometres 
further north. Vavuniya lies 
220 kilometres north of the 
capita] Colombo. 

Government forces rely 
on air and sea links to sup- 
ply bases an d civ ilians in 
Jaffna, the LTTE’s former 
would-be homeland 

brought back under govern- 
ment c ontro l one year ago. 

The LTTE, fighting for an 
independent homeland for 
minority Tamils in mainly 
Sinhalese Sri Lanka's north 
and east, has accused Co- 
lombo of killin g Tamil 
civilians and destroying 
their property under the 
pretext of opening a supply 
route. 

A statement issued by the 
rebels' International Secre- 
tariat in London said they 
had lost 13 fighters in the 
battle for Rambaikulam 
Saturday. 

Intelligence sou rces i n the 
east said that the LTTE were 
urging people in rebel-held 
areas to donate blood to 
treat wounded fighters. 

Mea nwhile. suspected 
LTTE rebels blew up two 
huge power pylons near 
Trincomalee, some 240 kilo- 
metres east of the capital 
Colombo, late Sunday, plun- 
ging the area in darkness. 

Casualty figures released 
by the Defence Ministry 
indicated 89 soldiers had 
died in the 13-day old of- 
fensive, one of the milita- 
ry’s biggest in the 13-year- 
old ethnic war. About 145 
soldiers had been wounded 
in the offensive. 

Hospital sources said 
some 600 soldiers were 
wounded 

The government says more 
than 50,000 people have 
been killed in the war, bat the 
LTTE say the toll is higher. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The dispute between the 
United States and France 
over who will head NATO’s 
Southern Command has 
eased but is not about to be 
resolved soon, the State 
Department said as Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright arrives in Paris for 
a weeklong tour of Europe. 

“The U.S. position has 
not changed,” said spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns, trav- 
elling with Mrs. Albright to 
Paris. Even though the con- 
troversy “is not going to be 
resolved soon." Mr. Bums 
said, the disagreement bet- 
ween the two allies is “no 
longer at the boiling point-" 

The United States insists 
on having a U.S. officer in 
charge of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation's 
(NATO) Southern Com- 
mand, based in Naples, Ita- 
ly, and responsible for the 
vast Mediterranean basin. 

France, which pulled out 
of NATO's integrated mili- 
tary structure in 1966. has 
made its return conditional 
on an overhaul of NATO 
that would more equitably 
split command duties 
between U.S. and senior 
European officers. 

Washington refuses to 
cede control of the 
Mediterranean and com- 
mand of its powerful fleet, 
which includes aircraft car- 
riers. 

The future of NATO’s 
Southern Co mman d will be 
on the table as Mrs. Al- 
bright and French Foreign 
Minister Herve De Charette 
meet at midday Monday. 

U.S. commanders have 
been quoted as arguing that 
as a non-European country, 
it would be better placed to 
play a conciliator’s role 
when tensions flare in the 
area. 

France has suggested a 
split of command duties in 
Naples, with a European 
territorial commander and a 
U.S. operational comman- 
der. 

“There is no crisis in 
U.S, -French relations ,” Mr. 


Burns said. There is “very 
good understanding" bet- 
ween the two countries 
about most key internation- 
al issues. 

Other key issues Mrs. 
Albright and Mr. De Cha- 
rette will cover include the 
situation in Bosnia, events 
in the Middle East, the new 
government in the newly 
renamed Democratic Re- 
public of Congo, and rela- 
tions with Russia. 

Late Monday Mrs. Al- 
bright is scheduled to have 

a “private" dinner with her 
Russian counterpart, Yev- 
geny Primakov. The two 
will discuss the process of 
NATO enlargement, rela- 
tions between NATO and 
Russia, and events in Bos- 
nia, Mr. Burns said. 

On Tuesday Mrs. Albright 
will sign a NATO agree- 
ment with Russia that 
allows former East Bloc 
nations into the Western 
alliance. 

NATO leaders will extend 
their first invitations to 
Central European countries. 
Poland. Hungary and the 
Czech Republic are expect- 
ed to become the first 
entrants. 

While Russia still oppos- 
es NATO enlargement. Wa- 
shington feels the ground- 
work has been laid for dis- 
cussion and that the alliance 
may even consider extend- 
ing membership to Russia 
some day. 

On Wednesday Mrs. Al- 
bright is scheduled to be in 
the Hague for ceremonies 
conmemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the Marshall 
Plan to rebuild Europe after 
World War D. 

Oo Thursday and Friday 
she will be in Sintra, Por- 
tugal, near Lisbon, for the 
semi-annual meeting of 
NATO foreign ministers. 

Over the weekend Mrs. 
Albright is scheduled to 
travel to Sarajevo, the Serb 
stronghold of Banja Luka 
and the flashpoint of Brcko 
on May 31 and June 1. 


Afghan Taleban tell 
Shiites to talk or fight 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The Taleban Islamic government in 
Afghanistan told an opposition Shiite faction holding a cen- 
tral province to sit down to immediate peace talks or face 
attack. 

A Taleban spokesman, quoted by a Pakistan-based Af- 
ghan news service, said the Purist Islamic movement bad 
sent a message to the Shiite Hezb-i-Wahdat faction in 
Bamiyan province to send a delegation to the capital for 
talks. 

“But we have told them that if (the talks) were delayed, 
then we will enter Bamiyan by force, and then Hezb-i- 
Wahdat will be responsible for any bloodshed.” the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) quoted spokesman Abdul Wakil as say- 
ing by telephone from the southern Afghan town of 
Kandahar. 

It quoted Mohammad Rasul Taleb, a Wahdat spokesman 
in the northwestern Pakistani town of Peshawar, as saying 
that his faction had always stood for peace and would try to 
hold talks with the Taleban. 

But he would not say whether Wahdat. a partner in an 
ami-Taleban alliance, would send a delegation to Kabul. 

Taleban forces have been meeting stiff Wahdat resistance 
in their attempts to enter Namiyan. 

Mr. Wakil said the Taleban, who claimed the capture of 
five opposition-controlled provinces in northern Afghanis- 
tan at the weekend along with their new ethnic Uzbek 
allies, wanted to bring all areas under their Islamic govern- 
ment peacefully. 

Pakistan, which Sunday became the first country to 
recognise the Taleban government, has sent its ambassador 
to Afghanistan, Aziz Khan, to reopen his embassy, which 
has been closed since September 1995. 

Pakistan Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub Khan told a news 
conference Sunday that Islamabad had previously withheld 
recognition to give time for the promotion of a broad-based 
government through peaceful negotiations. 

But he said the Taleban government now “genuinely com- 
prises various ethnic groups in Afghanistan." The govern- 
ment was set up last September when the Islamic militia 
captured the capital Kabul and now controls 26 of the coun- 
try’s 32 provinces, the minister said. 

Opposition leader General Abdul Rashid Dostum, ousted 
from his fiefdom in northern A fghan istan Saturday, arrived 
in the Turkish capital of Ankara Sunday, vowing to contin- 
ue his struggle for the control of his country. 

The Taleban advance ended an eight-month deadlock 
between them and a fragile coalition linking Gen. Dostum 
with the forces of ousted Afghan President Burhanuddin 
Rabbaui, former Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hekznatyar’s 
Hezb-i-Islami and the Hezb-i-Wahdat 

The alliance forces are now in tatters and stranded from 
supply lines in the Hindu Kush Mountains. But Wahdat has 
put up resistance in Bamiyan and former government mili- 
tary commander Ahmad Shah Masood holds part of the 
northeast. 

Meanwhile, Iran has attacked what it called foreign inter- 
ference in Afghanistan and said only negotiations among 
rival factions could restore peace to the ravaged country. 

Tbe Afghan crisis has no military, solution... From its 
i has maintained that-tbe crisis could be 
; resolved by. the, people, of, that cqt m o ^ t.the offitaSHraifian" 
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news agency (IRNA) quoted Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohammadi as saying Sunday night. 

Mr. Mohammadi said "the interferences into Afgha- 
nistan’s internal affairs by certain foreign countries cannot 
solve the problems and those who think that by adopting 
such policies they can solve the crisis are not only repeat- 
ing die historical mistakes but also imposing their will on 
the Afghan people.” 

Mr. Mohammadi did not name die foreign countries, but 
Iran in the past accused Pakistan of supporting the Taleban 
movement. 

Shiite Muslim Iran supported the previous Kabul govern- 
ment ousted by the Sunni Taleban. which it accused of giv- 
ing Islam a bad name by its harsh interpretation of Islamic 
Law. 

“Mohammadi said the only way to restore peace in 
Afghanistan was negotiations between the different groups 
and formation of a broad-based government comprising all 
ethnic and political groups of Afghanistan," IRNA said. 

Iran said it was not ready to recognise the Taleban. 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said Sunday Tehran 
would wait until the United Nations recognised the Taleban 
government in Kabul. 

An official close to Mr. Rabbani said Monday the ousted 
Afghan President is in neighbouring Tajikistan after the 
Taleban militia took the northern Afghan town of Mazar-i- 
Sharif last week. 

"Rabbani and several members of his cabinet are now in 
the town of Kulyab in Tajikistan's south." the source told 
Reuters by telephone from the Tajik capital Dushanbe, but 
gave no date of Mr. Rabbani’s arrival. 

The official told Reuters that Commander Masood was 
now holed up in the Panjsher Valley in northern Afgha- 
nistan but gave no further details. 

The source said hundreds of refugees had begun to arrive 
in the former Soviet Republic of Tajikistan. 

"So far several hundred Afghan refugees have arrived in 
Kulyab... As for northern Afghanistan, in many regions 
locals hailed the advance of the Taleban and raised its while 
flags," the source said. 

Tajikistan and the other ex-Soviet states of Central Asia 
have voiced fears that militant. Taleban-style Islam could 
spread northwards across their borders. Uzbekistan. 
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan all share borders with the war 
ravaged state. 

Tajikistan’s defence and security ministries held an urgent 
meeting at the weekend, discussing measures to reinforce 
the Afghan border and prevent a massive influx of refugees. 

The republic is itself reeling from a bitter four-year civil 
war. A fragile peace secured last December is often rattled 
by maverick armed bands and drug traders acting out of 
bases in Afghanistan. 

Russia, which is separated from Afghanistan by more 
than 1,000 kilometres of Central Asian territory, has about 
20,000 troops stationed in Tajikistan. 

They guaixl the republic's remote, mountainous border 
with Afghanistan and view themselves as a shield against 
Islamic fundamentalism. 

A statement issued by Uzbekistan’s Foreign Ministry 
Sunday said that Uzbek border troops were "taking measures 
rtoi ttta fbr cc tbe-Afghan b o rdcrtffexchide-anypro^^cations.^- 


Colombian China slams Japan-U.S. alliance 


army seizes 
Maoist 
rebel chief 

BOGOTA (R) — The 
leader of Colombia's third 
largest guerrilla group was 
captured Sunday as he rest- 
ed at a farm near the north- 
west city of Medellin, 
army intelligence sources 
said. 

Damario Jose Vaigas, 

alias “Danilo," was apolit- 
ical chief of the Maoist- 
inspired People's Libe- 
ration Army (EPL) in 1977 

and took full control of the 
rebel force in June 1994, 
following the arrest of 
then-leader Francisco Ca- 
raballo. 

Mr. Vargas, who faces 
charges of terrorism and 
rebellion, was also the 
EPL’s delegate to the so- 
called Simon Bolivar guer- 
rilla umbrella group, a 
rebel front set up in 1987 
and dominated by the 
Revolutionary Aimed 
Forces of Colombia 
(FARC), Latin America’s 
largest and oldest guerrilla 
army. 

Miriam Cristina Mon- 
toya, alias "Gabriel a.” was 
arrested with Mr. Vargas at 
the farm in Girardota, just 
northeast of Medellin. 
Army sources said she was 
thought to be a member of 
the EPL’s general secretari- 
at. 

Large quantities of “sub- 
versive" documents and 
EPL records were confis- 
cated, a spokesman for 
army intelligence said. 

The arrests were the lat- 
est blow to the EPL. set up 
in 1967. Last year some 
200 EPL fighters deserted 
and surrendered to the 
feared right-wing paramili- 
tary group, the Peasant 
Self-Defence Group of 
Cordoba and Uraba 
(ACCU). 

The majority of EPL 
rebels laid down their arms 
under the terms of a gov- 
ernment-backed peace deal 
in 1991. Political analysts 
believe they have dwindled 
to less than 800 insurgents. 


BEIJING (R) — China 
Monday slammed Japan's 
military alliance with the 
United States, accusing the 
two allies of targerting Bei- 
jing and warning of a resur- 
gence in Japanese mili- 
tarism. 

“The long-term goal (of 
the alliance) is to deal with 
the imaginary troubles 
made by an economically 
and militarily stronger 
China." the official China 
Daily quoted Zhao Jieqi. a 
research fellow of the 
Institute of Japanese Stu- 
dies of die Chinese Aca- 
demy of Social Sciences, as 
saying. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto visited 
the United Slates in April 

and assured U.S. President 
Bill Clinton that Tokyo was 
not seeking a cut in Ame- 
rican military forces in 
Japan and Asia. There are 
currently 1 00,000 U.S. 
troops in Asia. 

Mr. Hashimoto backed 
continued U.S. military pre- 
sence in Japan, despite calls 
for reductions by residents 
of Japan’s island of Oki- 
nawa. where the bulk of 
U.S. military facilities are 
located. 

The China Daily also 
denounced the planned 
revision of the 1978 Japan- 
U.S. joint “defence guide- 
lines” for security coopera- 
tion. It is expected to be 
updated by autumn this 
year. 

“The redefined U.S.- 
Japan security agreement 


helps set the tiger out of the 
cage," the newspaper quot- 
ed Liu Jiangyong, director 
of the Department of North 
East Asian Studies of the 
Chinese Contemporary In- 
ternational Relations Insti- 
tute, as saying in the same 
article. 

China, one of several 
Asian countries victimised 
by Japanese aggression dur- 
ing World War II. harbours 
deep suspicious of any 
Japanese military build-up. 

“Japan...can burst its sha- 
ckles and develop military 
strength without much 
restraint,’’ Mr. Liu said. 

“Considering Japan's 
unrepentant attitude to- 
wards its militarist past, it is 
clear that China and other 
victims of Japan’s invasion 
war will have cause for 
increased wony," the news- 
paper said. 

The newspaper lambasted 
the United States for back- 
ing China’s rival Taiwan. 

“If the United States did 
not act as the 'protector' 
and sell weapons to Taiwan, 
the pro-Taiwan indepen- 
dence force would not 
become more rampant," the 
newspaper said. 

Beijing views Taiwan as a 
rebel province and has 
threatened to invade if the 
island declares indepen- 
dence. 

Taiwan's Nationalists, 
who lost the Chinese Civil 
War and fled to the island in 
1949, say they are commit- 
ted to reunification but 
under democracy and a 


ffee-market economy. 

"Military alliances that 
want to encircle China and 
prevent it ‘from using force 
in the Taiwan Straits'. ..are 
solidifying," Mr. Liu said. 

China ruffled regional 
feathers in March, 1996. 
when it conducted missile 
tests and war games off 
Taiwan in the ran-up to the 
island’s first direct presi- 
dential elections. 

Washington responded by 
sending a naval battle group 

to the Taiwan Strait to mon- 
itor activities there, a move 
that drew angry condemna- 
tion from Beijing as inter- 
ference in China’s internal 
affairs. 

“If the United States real- 
ly wants to see peace and 
stability in this region, it 
should...not stick its nose in 
China's domestic affairs," 
the newspaper said. 

"The United States hopes 
to see Asians bite Asians so 
it can hold its leading posi- 
tion in Asia-Pacific affairs." 
Mr. Liu said. 

Beijing suspects that 
Washington, seeking to 
shore up its position as the 
world's lone superpower, 
advocates a policy of con- 
taining China's economic 
and military development. 

Washington maintains it 
is pursu i ng a policy of 
engagement with Beijing 
but some U.S. officials have 
said China's potential eco- 
nomic power and military 
build-up could endanger 
regional stability in the 
future. 


6 killed in Florida skydiving plane crash 


MIAMI (R) — Six people 
were killed when a small 
plane carrying a sky-diving 
team plunged into a field 
near the Florida Everglades 
Sunday, a Fire and Rescue 
Department spokeswoman 
said. 

One woman survived the 
disaster. She was about to 
jump when the Cessna 
plane began to spin, and she 
parachuted to the ground 
safely, Laveme Guillen of 
the Metro-Dade Fire and 
Rescue Department said. 

Home video taken by a 
bystander showed the plane 


spinning downwards. It 
smashed down into a sweet 
potato field while the 
woman sky diver was still 
makin g her descent and 
watching in horror. 

The whole plane was 
engulfed in flames by the 
time we got there. It was 
found that six people had 
perished,” Ms. Guillen said. 

Among those killed was 
the owner of the company, 
Skydivers Inc. The accident 
occurred shortly after the 
plane had taken of from the 
homestead airfield south of 
Miami just before 2 p.m. edt 


11800 GMT). Ms. Guillen 
said. 

The woman survivor was 
unhurt. Too shocked to talk 
to reporters, she was escort- 
ed away by police. Ms. 
Guillen said she was 43 
years old and had complet- 
ed 23 jumps. Her name was 
not released. 

An investigator for the 
National Transportation 
Safety Board. Jeff Kennedy, 
told reporters on the scene 
that the probe would focus 
on whether the Cessna 205 
was overloaded. 
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Hoping for better future 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein this week lent 
strong support for the proposal made by 
President Hosni Mubarak to establish with great 
urgency an Arab common market that would 
cement inter-Arab relations. The Egyptian presi- 
dent's proposal was unveiled during his summit 
with the King in Aqaba Saturday. President 
Mubarak reminded the Arab World, and rightly 
so, that although their quest for an economic 
union materialised a long time before its 
European equivalent, the Europeans succeeded 
in their endeavour while the Arabs failed. 

Although the Arabs are joined by the Arab 
League, including its different organs, the Arab 
capitals have done very little, if any, to promote 
this vital scheme. Perhaps their failure is under- 
standable given the nature of inter-Arab rela- 
tions, where for decades that politics rather than 
economic ties determined joint Arab action or 
the lack of iL Neither the Arab League nor its 
adjunct, the Arab Economic Council, ever suc- 
ceeded in forging an Arab consensus on any level 
much less on the economic front Time and again, 
economic ties have been made hostage to political 
considerations. The establishment of an Arab 
common market in the absence of Arab political 
maturity, therefore, is tantamount to putting the 
cart before the horse. 

Meanwhile, the opposition that many Arab cap- 
itals put against the idea of a new Middle East, 
that groups not only the Arab World but Israel, 
Thrkey and Iran, should at the time being be 
translated into open borders between the Arab 
countries. 

In this regard the least that the rich countries 
of the Gulf can do, for example, is to open their 
markets for labour coining from the poorer Arab 
countries. 

L , But most important of all, it must be noted that 
Europe. succeeded in forging economic unity way 
ahead of any political unity because there b an 
operational democracy in each of the countries 
of Western Europe. While some Arab countries 
started experimenting with democracy, many are 
still ruled by totalitarian regimes. What the 
Arabs urgently need is to introduce pluralistic 
democracy as a prelude to attaining any sort of 
unity. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Arab A1 Yawm said that suc- 
cessive Jordanian governments have always 
sought to impose their hegemony on the legisla- 
tive authority, with the purpose of securing the 
people's approval of all its actions without any 
opposition. Suleiman Arar, who is also head of A1 
Mustaqbal Party, said that the present government 
exploited its right to pass temporary laws in the 
absence of Parliament and has introduced amend- 
ments to the Press and Publications Law to sub- 
due the press and stifle any form of opposition to 
the executive authority. This is a government pre- 
rogative, to be exercised in emergencies only and 
when no further delay can be allowed to safe- 
guard public interest, he noted. But the govern- 
ment chose to pass the amendments at this junc- 
ture in order to suppress the weekly papers which, 
alone, continue to voice opposition to the govern- 
ment's practices since the state controls the radio, 
television and the daily newspapers, according to 
the writer. The amendments to the law are bound 
to deprive the Jordanians of the right to read 
about abuses of authority on the part of officials 
and cases of corruption, and they are similar to 
those laws passed under the previous martial law. 
he added. The writer said that the amendments 
tend to render the fledgling democracy in Jordan 
void of its content and spirit. 

A WRITER for the weekly A1 Bilad criticised 
statements by the secretary general of the Islamic 
Action Front Party (IAF), Ishaq Farhan, who, in a 
lecture designed to win support for his party in 
the coming general elections, said his party would 
give the workers 50 per cent of the shares of the 
companies they are working for. Ziyad Abu 
Ghanimeh said this is clearly part of the IAF's 
campaign to win votes, but the idea can by no 
means be implemented. By saying that if the IAF 
formed a government, it would offer the shares to 
the workers. Dr. Farhan is committing the party to 
something that it can never carry out since it 
means that the state would have to compensate 
the shareholders with hundreds of millions of 
dinars for their shares and it the country would 
have to resort to further borrowing and increasing 
its debts, said the writer. If Dr. Farhan is genuine- 
ly concerned about the workers’ affairs, he should 
set a good example to others by starting now to 
give 50 per cent of his own shares in the numer- 
ous institutions where he holds equity, like the 
Zarqa Private University, the Arab Community 
College, the Jordan Women University, and oth- 
ers. said the writer. He said Dr. Farhan should 
respect the intelligence of the public before issu- 
ing big statements. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G - Khouri 


swimming 


and governments making laws 


IN THE famous 6th century mosaic map of the Holy Land 
in the Church of Sl George in Madaba, there is a wonderful 
depiction of fish swimming back to the north, against the 
natural flow of the Jordan River. They do this because they 
are trying to avoid certain death in fee very salty waters of 
the Dead Sea. Given the recent developments in die press 
field in Jordan and Palestine, one wonders: would a 
mosaicist making such a map today depict some scribes 
heading away from tbe east and west banks of the Jordan 
River? 

The mass media in Jordan and Palestine are passing 
ihroush challenging times, given the Jordanian govern- 
ment's sudden, extra-parliamentary implementation of the 

temporary press law. and the Palestinian National 
Authority’s detention of the very respected journalist Daoud 
Kuttab in Ramallah. Why should these press issues in 
Palestine and Jordan interest anyone other than the immedi- 
ate families of those concerned? Because die condition of 
the mass media in the lands flanking the Jordan River sig- 
nals much about the future prospects for democracy and for 
sensible, responsive and responsible governance in the 
wider Middle East Jordan and Palestine are particularly 
appropriate cases to monitor because in recent years both, in 
their distinct ways, have represented widespread public 
hopes for examples or even models of Arab political sys- 
tems based on freedom, participation, accountability and 
dignity. 

I will only address here the Jordanian government’s impo- 
sition of the temporary press law, which is the more com- 
plex of these two cases in the Holy Land this month. Most 
political figures in Jordan who have spoken out about the 
law have criticised it strongly; a few energetic government 
officials have defended it with emotional and intellectual 
passion, and the vast majority of all Jordanians have ignored 
it. This combination of political attitudes should alert us to 
the fact that this controversy is really about two distinct but 
related issues: the moral and professional conduct of tbe 
mass media and the political conduct of the government. 
Both are now before the court of public opinion, as they 
should be in an honourable, democratising country like 
Jordan. 

The criticisms of the content of the law are clear and rea- 
sonable: there is too much vagueness in the prohibition of 
“news, views, opinions, analysis, information, reports, cari- 
catures, photos or any sort of publication that disparages" 
the King and Royal family, the security forces, and beads of 
friendly states, or that threatens national security or endan- 
gers the national currency; the relevant fines of 15,000- 
25,000 dinars 1522,000-537,000) for such misdeeds will 
have a c hillin g effect on tbe media; raising the minimum 
capital requirements of weekly newspapers from JD 15,000 
to 300,000 dinars (nearly 5450,000) within three months 


will drive most of the lively new weeklies out of business 
(while the wealthier dailies will be able to handle their even 
higher capital increases). 

Supporters of the new law say that it will “raise the ceil- 
ing of freedom” of the press by putting total responsibility 
for judging the press' behaviour in the bands of the courts, 
thus ending the habit of die information ministry itself of 
unilaterally closing publications or punishing writers or edi- 
tors who have been judged by the government to have trans- 
gressed the law. Strengthening tbe role of the courts in judg- 
ing tbe mass media's adherence to the law is a good move, 
in principle. Tbe government anticipates that the mass 
media will become more professional, more responsible and 
more commercially sound. That's probably true, though tbe 
danger is that the capital requirements and potentially chill- 
ing restrictions on writing may not leave ns with much mass 
media to speak of besides the mainstream dailies (whose 
government shareholdings remain intact), the state-owned 
television, radio and news agency, and innocuous weekly 
and monthly magazines on spots, fashion, cooking and 
other such topics. 

I also argue against tbe new law because of its unneces- 
sary use of overkill; it used a bulldozer to kill some bad 
weeds in an otherwise healthy garden, when all it required 
was some judicious use of legal herbicides and pesticides to 
reduce the problem plants and thus strengthen the rest of the 
garden. 

Far more important than the arguments for and against the 
provisions of the new law is tbe unfortunate mann er in 
which it came into being through the government's use of its 
power to pass temporary laws when parliament is not in ses- 
sion. This was perfectly legal, in strictly legal terms; but it 
was politically wrong in the larger view of things. In coun- 
tries like Jordan, that are undergoing gradual democratisa- 
tion, the real, full test of any political act is not only whether 
it is legal, but also whether in its spirit and impact it pro- 
motes greater dialogue, accountability, consensus-building, 
trust and credibility in our fundamental institutions of gov- 
ernance. In this case, the government’s actions have not 
poshed us towards these goals. 

In fact, we seem to have repeated with this press law the 
same sort of combination of political haste and heavy -hand- 
edness that we experienced last year in the previous gov- 
ernment's moves to restructure grain subsidies and thus 
raise bread and many other prices. In both fee bread and 
mass media cases, fee Jordanian government had a com- 
pelling case to take action and it also had tbe support of the 
majority of people and political forces. Yet fee govern- 
ment's political performance in both cases was democrati- 
cally unimpressive and perhaps even regressive in terms of 
furthering genuine political modernisation and pluralism in 
Jordan. 


rise was a valuable opportunity 
This month’s mass I ^ 1 c .^ ocraIic decision making by 
for the state to promote real dem into a new law 

translating the clear offending week- 
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test of what is constitutionally pemussfele, b y 
have failed fee test of what is politically ^ 

country in fee long run. There cannot be two p AK . , 
ters as different in political instincts and altitude as Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Abdul Salam Majah; why, then, did 
their governments reacts in the same way to such profound 
political challenges and opportunities? Does this tell us 
something deeper about the complexities of the transition 

from old ways to new? . 

Tbe fish swimming against the Jordan River s natural cur- 
rent in the Madaba mosaic map are permanently burned into 
the historical record as a valiant example of the instinctive 
biological will fra: life, freedom and dignity. We do not 
know if tbe fish ever escaped a slow, miserable death in the 
salty waters of tbe Dead Sea, or instead found life and peace 
in fee fresh waters of fee Jordan River and fee Sea of 
Galilee. Their desperate quest is a reminder, perhaps, of fee 
intensity of the biological will for life, fee tirnelessness of 
fee instinct for liberty and tbe universality and vitality of 
these two attributes in fee blessed lands astride the River 
Jordan. Many other people in fee Middle East look to our 
lands for signs and signals — about the direction of swim- 
ming fish, scribbling scribes, law-making governments and 
transforming cultures. 




The difference between. Likud and Labour — no ‘big deal’ 


By Uri Avnery 

The writer heads the Peace 
Bloc. The following article 
is reprinted from The 
Jerusalem Post: 

IMAGINE THE following 
statement by fee Catholic 
Church: “The Church grants 
scientists the right to deter- 
mine fee shape of tbe earth, 
and does not rule out tbe 
possibility that the earth is 
round.” 

Had tbe church passed 
such a decision in Galileo's 
time, it would have been 
recorded as a bizarre joke of 
history. 

Such was the nature of 
Labour’s recent resolution 
which recognised the 
Palestinians’ right to self- 
determination, without rul- 
ing out the possibility of a 
Palestinian state. 


Kudos to the Labour 
Party! A mere 30 years late, 
it has finally acknowledged 
feat fee earth is round and 
that it revolves around fee 
sun. 

In Galileo’s words: And 
yet it moves. Even the 
Labour Party moves, from 
time to time. 

Labour’s resolution does 
not take fee trouble to spec- 
ify tbe border between 
Israel and a Palestinian 
state, so its proponents 
could easily support Israel’s 
annexation of half of the 
West Bank. What matters to 
Labour is that those patch- 
work remnants ultimately 
left under Palestinian con- 
trol, surrounded by Jewish 
settlements and bypass 
roads, may be referred to as 
a Palestinian state. 

About a year and a half 
after fee 1967 war, I was 


contacted by ambassador 
Mosbe S as son, officially 
known as ‘‘the prime minis- 
ter’s representative in the 
territories.” He said Levi 
Eshkol had requested that 
Sasson speak with me. 

This request had been pre- 
ceded by a serious con- 
frontation I had had in the 
Knesset wife Eshkol and 
Moshe Dayan. 

I announced feat I had met 
wife the leaders of the West 
Bank, and that every single 
one supported fee idea of a 
Palestinian state. Eshkol 
and Dayan categorically 
denied that this could be 
true. Nevertheless, shortly 
thereafter Eshkol sent 
Sasson to meet wife me, in 
order to debrief me on my 
meetings wife fee West 
Bank leaders. 

We met in the Knesset 
cafeteria on Nov. 19, 1968. 


Afterwards, Sasson, brief- 
ing the prime minister on 
our conversation, wrote: 
“There were no significant 
differences between my 
evaluations and those of Mr. 
Avnery.” In other words, fee 
West Bank leadership ’ did 
indeed want a Palestinian 
state. 

“However,” continued tbe 
report, “neither Mr. Avnery 
nor I could point to a single 
West Bank leader willing to 
support the idea of a 
Palestinian state without 
Jerusalem.- Avnery agreed 
with my assessment that the 
question of sovereignty over 
an Arab capital in Jerusalem 
is a pivotal question.” 
Sasson therefore ruled out 
tbe possibility that Israel 
would agree to fee estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian 
state. 

Almost three decades 


later, it seems feat Labour 
hasn’t learned a thing. The 
resolution not to rule out a 
Palestinian state is a sorry 
anachronism. In the absence 
of. willingness to agree on 
Jerusalem as fee capital of 
both states and to recognise 
the Green Line as the border 
between the two states, it is 
deceptive and shameful. 

Let’s face it The 

Palestinian state is already a 
de facto entity. The 

Palestinian territories have 
taken on fee distinct charac- 
teristics of a sovereign state, 
wife a flag, a parliament, a 
president, a government, 
laws, a judicial system, 
armed forces and embassies 
worldwide. 

Dozens of countries 
already officially recognise 
the Palestinian state; many 
others regard it as a state for 
all practical purposes. Every 


visit there by a foreign 
leader, every visit Yassei£ 
Arafat makes to a foreign 
capital is accompanied by 
official state ceremonies. 

Thus any argument over 
the principle of a Palestinian 
state lost all meaning long 
ago. Today fee argument is 
over borders, settlements, 
Jerusalem, and the refugees' 
right to return. 

A parry feat has nothing to 
say on these issues, but 
instead prides itself on its 
leap from the distant past to 
the not-quite-so-distant 
past, deserves nothing but 
ridicule. 

What’s fee difference 
between Likud and. Labour? 
The Likud persists in sub- 
scribing to the “flat earth" 
theory. Labour “does not 
negate the possibility" feat 
fee earth is round. 

Big deal. g) 


Turkey’s struggle between old and new 


not helped by Europe 


By William Pfaff 

ISTANBUL — Turkish 
intellectuals pensively sug- 
gest feat their country's 
ftiture is “either Iran or 
Algeria.” If this bleak pre- 
diction is true, it means an 
end to the nearly century- 
long effort to remake the 
most important of modem 
Islamic societies on modem 
terms and reconcile it with 
the West. 

Turkey's political and 
business establishment as 
well as its intellectuals are 
entirely Westernised in 
manner and style. But a cen- 
tury ago their predecessors 
were members of an oriental 
court and ruling apparatus, 
closer to China’s than to the 
European courts feat were 
its contemporaries. 

A liberal constitution was 
imposed upon fee Ottoman 
Empire only in 1908. by the 
“Young Turk” modernisers. 
After Turkey’s defeat as a 
German ally in World War I, 
and the loss of what 
remained of its European 
empire, Atarurk — » Mustafa 
Kemal — fee maker of 
modem Turkey, abolished 


the sultanate in 1922, and in 
1924 disestablished Islam as 
state religion. 

His subsequent social and 
educational reforms trans- 
formed Turkey, but precari- 
ously so. Turkey's very 
grave current problems 
originate in the continuing 
tension between modernisa- 
tion and tradition, particu- 
larly traditional religion. 

The political society of 
Turkey has been extensively 
but imperfectly 

Westernised, The modem 
party system has shallow 
roots and tends to produce 
governments closely, and 
sometimes corruptly, linked 
to the major commercial 
and banking groups of the 
nation, cut off from the 
peasantry of what remains a 
poor if rapidly and erratical- 
ly developing country. 

Today’s Turkish govern- 
ment is further distracted by 
Kurdish nationalism and fee 
more radical Kurds' sepa- 
ratist movement and terror- 
ism. 

The most important prob- 
lem today, however, is the 
electoral power of Islamic 
fundamentalism. The 


Islamist party, fee Refah or 
Welfare Party, is paradoxi- 
cally the only modem polit- 
ical organisation in Turkey. 
It has deep roots in country- 
side and village, offering a 
programme of religion- 
political reform to a popula- 
tion disoriented by the 
forces of modernisation. 

The fundamentalists are 
strong enough to have 
assumed the prime ministry 

a year ago, expediently sup- 
ported by fee secular party 
led by the former prime 
minister, Tansu Ciller, well- 
known in the West. But this 
coalition acts under fee 
edgy surveillance of the 
Turkish army, which has 
always considered itself 
custodian of Ataturk’s 
vision of a secular and 
Westernised Turkey. 

The army in 1980 dis- 
missed a civilian govern- 
ment Jt recently has stared 
its own “strategic concept" 
of a Turkey threatened by 
Islamic radicalism as well 
as by terrorism (a reference 
to fee Kurdish separatists) 
and fee foreign powers sup- 
porting Kurds and funda- 
mentalism, Iran and Syria. 


On May 14, the army reiter- 
ated feat naval manoeuvres 
with Israel would take place 
despite fee prime minister’s 
attempt to annual them. 

The balance is delicate 
among fundamentalists, led 
by Prime Minister 
Necemettin Erbakan, tbe 
secular opposition parties 
and tbe army. The press is 
under pressure. The govern- 
ment is held at least indi- 
rectly responsible for a 
recent raid on a television 
station, closure of a newspa- 
per and interrogation of crit- 
ical journalists. 

Thus far tbe press has not 
been intimidated, in part 
because fee two major press 
groups are political forces in 
their own right, wife impor- 
tant television and bankin® 
interests. Publishers as weB 
as journalists are volubly 
hostile to the government 
and have sought fee support 
of the foreign press against 
attempts to suppress critical 
journalism. 

The fundamentalist-led 
government and its pro- 
grammes for Islamisarion of 
education and public life are 
a new obstacle to Turkey’s 


ambition to become a part 
of the European Union. 
Turkey’s EU membership 
has been explicitly opposed 
by Europe’s Christian 
Democratic parties, 
implicitly by other 
groups as well. 

Membership 
promised Turkey in 1963, 
and since January 1996 
Turkey has had a customs 
union wife fee EU, and of 
course is a NATO member. 


and 

EU 

was 


and 
. of 
leadership 
something like 


The secular 
Europeanised pan 
Turkey’s 

expresses — llKe 
despair at fee lack of com- 
prehension and support they 
nnd in Europe. 

Not many Europeans are 
open to the plea made earli- 
er th* year by Jacques 
Attak, a onetime French 
government official and 
Jp* president 0 f fee 
European Bank for 
Reconstruction 
Development, feat Turkey 
deserves to be welcomed 
** EU precisely in 
order to demonstrate to fee 

Thai ? f ** Islam * World 
to democratic and secular 
politics will be rewarded bv 


membership in fee ruling 
international institutions. 

Should fundamentalism 
provoke the military to take 
power again, Turkey’s rela- 
tions wife fee EU will be 
harmed, the country’s isola- 
tion worsened. Its U.S.- 
backed military cooperation 
agreement with Israel con- 
tributes to its present pariah 
status in the eyes of ortho- 
dox Islamic governments 
and its own fundamentalist 
voters. # 

The way ahead for the 
Turks is extremely difficult. 
In principle Turkey has a 
leading geopolitical role to 
play in relation to the 
Turkish-speaking states of 
the former Soviet Union, 
^nd a good deal has been 
done to develop Turkish 
relations with those coun- 
tries. But the ambition of 
Ataturk. and of the genera- 
tion that remade fee coun- 
Ws ® 10 reestablish 
lurkey as a European 
power — and that is what an 
inward- looking Europe 

today resists. 

Los Angeles Tbnes 
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Amman forum to tackle the issues 
of leadership and intuition 


By Add Safty 

ON JUNE 1,1997, the first 
international leadership 
programme in the world 
will attempt to address the 
question of "What is lead- 
ership” in Ammrnan The 
forum is organised by the 
first branch of the United 
Nations University in the 
Middle East The United 
Nation Secretariat the 
United Nations Population 
Fund, the United Nations 
Development Fund, the 
United Nations Truce 
Supervision Organisation, 
UNESCO, the World Bank 
and leaders from around 
the world will spend a 
month, at different times, 
tackling the question of 
leadership. 

In preparation for this 
unique event. Secretary 
Harlan Cleveland, who is 
in a unique position to 
know a thing or two about 
leadership, was asked the 
question: -“Is there such a 
thing as a leadership 
instinct?” 

Secretary Cleveland 
graduated from Princeton 
University in 1938 and was 
a Rhodes Scholar at 
Oxford. After World War II 
he served as a United 
Nations relief and rehabili- 


tation administrator in Italy 
and in China. He was a 
supervisor of the last stages 
of the Marshall Plan for 
European Recovery. In 
1961, he became assistant- 
secretary of state in the 
Kennedy administration. 
He became U.S. NATO 
ambassador during the 
Johnson and Nixon admin- 
istrations. After a distin- 
guished academic career, 
he became, in 1991, presi- 
dent of the World Academy 
of An and Science. He is 
author of hundreds of arti- 
cles and eleven books, 
mostly on leadership. He is 
also the recipient of 22 
honorary degrees. 

Secretary Cleveland 
answered my question by 
giving examples: U.S. 

President Harry Truman, 
he said, was to be admired 
because he was a down to 
earth person who misted 
his instincts. “When Gen- 
eral McArthur did not like 
Truman’s injunction not to 
go up to the Yellow River 
(during the Korean War) he 
wrote a letter of rebellion 
to the Congress. Upon see- 
ing the letter, Truman said: 
“The sod of a bitch can say 
that to Harry Truman, but 
not to the president of the 
United States.” 


Juppe throws in towel 


(Continued from page 1) desired neither the left nor the 

right, but that the verdict was 
said bis supporters should “a much stronger rejection of 
vote for the left in the second the right than of the left.” 
round rather than the tradi- The newspaper, which usu- 
tional right. ally supports the government, 

Mr. Chirac’s risky gamble in said the right could rally win 

calling an early poll backfired “by chan ging tone, personali- 

S unday when the left-wing ties and language. It cannot 

opposition alliance gained a allow itself to be boxed into 

surprise lead of nearly six the image of the outgoing 

points over die ruling centre- government It must offer 

right in the first round of the dreams, a future and 

two-stage vote. prospects.” 

The conservative daily Le Sunday the socialist-led 

Figaro said Sunday’s vote opposition confounded opiri-'' 
showed the people of France, ion polls which had all failed 


The ability to make this 
distinction, said Secretary 
Cleveland, is an example 
of leadership instinct Pres- 
ident Nixon, he added, 
never learnt to make that 
all important distinction 
between the man and the 
office. That precipitated his 
downfall. 

Mr. Cleveland also 
thought that President 
Kennedy possessed leader- 
ship instincts. He cited the 
example of the failed Bay 
of Pigs episode. In April 
1961, Secretary Cleveland 
was briefed by the CIA 
(lies and fabrications, he 
said) and ordered to tell the 
U.S. man at the U.N., Adlai 
Stevenson, to defend the 
U.S. against charges that 
the U.S. was preparing to 
invade Cuba. Secretary 
Cleveland recalled that The 
New York Times knew the 
true story of the CIA 
involvement but refused to 
print the truth which finally 
came out with the disas- 
trous failure of the Bay of 
Pigs invasion. Kennedy 
recovered from that fiasco. 
Mr. Cleveland said, 
because he quickly accept- 
ed responsibility and 
admitted his mistake. 

When the truth became 
public, Kennedy said: “It 

to predict the left’s surge. 

Taking a gamble, Mr. 
Chirac called the election 10 
months Ahead of schedule to 
secure a conservative majority 
in parliament until the end of 
his own presidential man date 
in 2002. He said the snap vote 
would enable the government 
to push through reforms need- 
ed to meet key European 
deadlines for monetary union. 

There were only a dozen 
outright winners of seats 
among the more than 6,000 
candidates r unning in the first 
round for the national assem- 
bly, and most top personal] ties 
of the right were Traced into 
run-offs. 


was my fault Let's admit it 
and go on from here.” This, 
again, is an example of 
leadership instinct 

The lesson is dear, said 
Mr. Cleveland: “Assume 
responsibilities for your 
action. This is what we 
elect people for, not for the 
complicated analysis stuff. 
This can be done by the 
staff." 

Secretary Cleveland 
attended the Kennedy cri- 
sis cabinet meetings which 
dealt with the Cuban mis- 
sile crisis. He said that 
when the stakes are hi gh , 
the leadership’s challenge 
is to find a way out without 
appearing to have blinked. 
This President Kennedy 
did, by answering Khrut- 
shev’s first soft letter and 
ignoring his second harsh 
letter as if it bad not 
arrived. This was leader- 
ship instincL 

The lesson here, Mr. 
Geveland said, is that you 
must deride in advance 
how far you are prepared to 
go before embarking in any 
negotiation. In other 
words, “plan your strate- 
gies in advance and seize 
the moment”. 

The higher the position 
of leadership the more 
intuition one has to use. 


said Secretary Cleveland 
citing another example 
from his own experience: 
“I noticed that whenever a 
foreign-policy question 
could have been addressed 
by rational argument, the 
matter was settled at the 
subcabinet level. The 
issues that went to the sec- 
retary of state or to the 
president were those that 
could have been decided in 
several ways, each emi- 
nently reasonable. So the 
top political leaders wore 
mostly using their intu- 
ition, deciding by educated 
hunch.” 

Mr. Geveland also told a 
story about the benefits of 
freeing the imaginative 
subconscious: “John 

McQoy dozed off during a 
meeting where President 
Franklin Roosevelt was 
trying to deride (while the 
United States was still neu- 
tral in World War II) how 
much to help the European 
allies, and bow to present 
this “foreign aid” to a still 
sceptical U.S. public. The 
president, abruptly awak- 
ened his sleeping subordi- 
nate with a question: ‘Well, 
Jack, what do you think we 
ought to do?* 

McQoy opened one eye. 
‘Mr President, I think we 


Egypt wins wide support 


(Continued from page 1) 

Jerusalem between Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. 
Mubarak’s envoy Osama 
Baz, the television said. 

However, a senior aide to 
Mr. Netanyahu who was 
present at the meeting 
denied the report Saturday. 

“Israel did not offer sus- 
pension of construction at 
Har Homa,” said cabinet 
secretary Danny Naveh. 
“The building at Har Homa 
wiH continue.” • ' 
However, Israel does 


have some Dew ideas about 
building for Arabs in 
Jerusalem. Mr. Naveh said. 

Channel 1 said the United 
States, the European coun- 
tries and Jordan all support 
Mr. Mubarak’s offer. 

Israel Radio reported that 
the American State Depart- 
ment is also drawing up a 
proposal under which there 
would be a “technical sus- 
pension” of the Har Homa 
project — apparently a 
face-saving device for Mr. 

** Netanyahu, who ordered 
the construction in the first 


should be the arsenal of 
democracy.’ Roosevelt’s 
acceptance of this advice 
was just as fast, and just as 
intuitive. ‘From now on. 
Jack, that phrase is mine, 
not yours’." 

To develop leadership 
instincts. Me Geveland 
reiterated, one should 
accept the responsibility of 
one’s actions; make a dis- 
tinction between one’s per- 
son and one’s role; decide 
how far rare is prepared to 
go before any negotiation 
"i and dare to think intuitive- 
ly- 

The audience at the lead- 
ership forum includes indi- 
viduals in positions of 
leadership from about 56 
countries, selected from 
over 650 applicants from 
around the world: high- 
level government officials, 
diplomats, doctors, 

lawyers, environmentalists, 
university professors, 
directors of international 
programmes, women 
activists, and United 
Nations officials. 

Prof. Adel Softy heads of 
the first branch of the Unit- 
ed Nations University in 
the Middle East. He con- 
tributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 


place to assert Israeli con- 
trol over all Jerusalem. 

The proposal would be 
submitted to Israel during 
the next shuttle mission by 
U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross, the radio said. 

The Har Homa ground- 
breaking in mid-March 
sparked several weeks of 
Palestinian stone throwing 
protests in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

An Israeli planning com- 
mission Friday approved 
plans for 3,400 apartments 
at Sur Baher, an Arab 
neighbourhood ' of 

Jerusalem adjoining- Abu 
Ghneim. 


Randa Habib’s 

===== comer 

Rating, in relative terms 

IT TOOK me time to realise it, but now I know that the 
key word in this Life is "relativity". Everything you have, 
everything you see, or even who you are, is relative to 
your surroundings. 

Among the blind, the one-eyed is naturally a king. 

A big apartment in Tokyo would appear tiny in 
Amman, where houses are huge. 

Beauty is relative to the environment. So are intelli- 
gence, skill, performance. 

Nudity is also relative, and is seen so differently from 
Cannes to Tehran, for example. 

The fist is endless. But relativity is not necessarily the 
result of a comparison between cultures in different 
countries. It is a daily judgement from personal experi- 
ence. 

When change occurs, we consider it good or bad, com- 
paring it with the former situation. 

The other day, a friend of mine was full of praise for 
one of our public figures. 

- He is great, he said. 

- Why? I asked. 

- First of all. he is always smiling. 

- 1 agree, this is a rare quality around here. 

- He is presentable. 

- What else? 

- He comes from a very good family. His father was 
also a public figure. 

- What else? 

- He attends the funerals of all the relatives of his 
acquaintances, and the weddings too. 

- What else? 

- His English is good, and he can differentiate the “p" 
and the “b”. 

- But, how is he managing the department he heads? 

- 1 can’t say, but 1 am sure of one thing: he is definite- 
ly better than his predecessor. 

- What is he doing that his predecessor did not do? 

- He is answering my calls. 

Government not swayed 


(Continued from page 1) 

said a JPA council member. “He 
said that one of the reasons for 
the introduction of the law was 
that the government does not 
want the tabloids to affect the 
way the elections are held, to 
influence voters, to blackmail 
candidates cr go tarnish their 
image.” 

The council member told the 
Jordan Tunes that the JPA is 
now seeking a tacit commit- 
ment from the government that 
the law be “frozen" or not 
actively implemented against 
journalists. 

"We also discussed the possi- 
bility that? following the discus- 
sions of (be joint committee, the 


government may submit anoth- 
er amended (press) law to the 
next Parliament," he said. 

Journalists are seeking the 
annulment of the law. However, 
attempts to sway the govern- 
ment's position thus Ear have 
been futile. 

The only existing option to 
have the law revoked is to con- 
vene an extraordinary session of 
Parliament, which requires an 
absolute majority of signanHes 
from the 80- member Lower 
House. Opposition deputies last 
week began collecting sgna- 
tures calling for an extraordi- 
nary session, but on Sunday 
they described foe number of 
sgnatraes -collected as “mod- 
est." 


The A8 s solar panelled sunroof uses the suns energy to 
automatically power the air-conditioning whilst the engine is 
off. Thus, guaranteeing a constant flow of air. 

Combined with insulating-glass windows (that reduce heat 
penetration by 30% and UV radiation by 99%), the temperature 
of the AS's interior is reduced by as much as 20°C. 

So you see even the sunroof has been re-defined in the A8. 

The 3.7 and 4.2 Audi A8 from Germany. 
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One hour under the sun and all that talk of luxury turns into nothing but hot air. 

So here's a breath of fresh air. 


The Audi A8 from Germany. The beginning of a new era. 


Audi no 


Advancement through technology 


To experience the A8 please call your Audi dealer for a test drive. MOTOR TRADE CO. LTD. Head Office Marka: 892855 Mahatta: 651338 Safeway: 687388. 
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World Bank expected 
to provide $32 million 
loan for tourism project 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
is launching a $44 million 
project to “create the condi- 
tions for an increase in sus- 
tainable and environmen- 
tally sound tourism” in 
Petra, Wadi Rum, Jerash 
and Karak. a source at the 
ministry announced Mon- 
day. 

The project, which will 
also focus on “realising 
tourism-related employ- 
ment and income-genera- 
tion potential'* at the sites, 
should be mostly financed 
by the World Bank. 

According to project 
manager Hala Lattouf, 
negotiations between the 
Ministry of Planning and 
the international body have 
already reached the final 
stages, and a $32 million 
loan for the implementation 
of the project should be 
announced “in a month." 

The new tourism devel- 
opment project is expected 
to help the Kingdom's 
tourism industry overcome 
the current hardships, large- 
ly due to the region’s insta- 
bility and the deadlock in 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process. 

According to Ministry of 
Tourism statistics, the num- 
ber of visitors to Jordan’s 
most famous archaeologi- 
cal sites, Petra and Jerash, 
has registered a consider- 
able drop of 17 and IS per 
cent respectively in the first 
four months of 1997, com- 
pared with the same period 
last year. 

The mosaic city of Mada- 
ba has suffered even more, 
with a drop of 26.5 per cent 
in the number of tourists 
during the first four months 
of 1997 compared to the 


same period in 1996, 
(56,123 this year, and 
76,335 last year). 

Businesspersons largely 
fault the decline on the 
hardline policies of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, and say that the 
negative image of the 
Mideast region abroad has 
had a deleterious impact 
especially on the European 
and the U.S. markets. 

Ministry of Tourism sta- 
tistics confirm that the 
number of tourists from 
American and European 
countries dropped by 12.2 
and 9.3 respectively in the 
first four months of 1997, 
compared to the same peri- 
od in 1996. 

The new tourism devel- 
opment project includes 
four components: Petra 

Region Infrastructure 
Development and Environ- 
mental Management; Wadi 
Rum Infrastructure Devel- 
opment and Environmental 
Conservation; Karak and 
Jerash Tourism Develop- 
ment Pilot Programme; 
and, finally. Sector Devel- 
opment Support. 

In Petra, the project 
envisages tire construction 
of two new access roads 
and the development of 
solid waste management, as 
well as environmental mea- 
sures, such as reforestation 
and urban landscaping, and 
improvements to visitor 
support sendees, (mainly 
development of proper sig- 
nalling and interpretation, 
adhoc trails and parks, vari- 
ous adjustments to the visi- 
tor centre and foe site 
entrance area). 

Petra will absorb 62.1 of 
the project’s total cost 
($27.4 million). 

As for Wadi Rom, foe 
project will concentrate on 
infrastructure development. 


improved protected area 
management and visitor- 
macagemem services, and 
income-generating activi- 
ties for foe local communi- 
ty, particularly Bedouin 
women. 

Together with a new road, 
and visitor and administra- 
tion facilities, foe ministry 
will establish a “Women's 
Handicraft Centre" for foe 
Wadi Rum community, in 
foe wake of similar suc- 
cessful experiments which 
have already been realised 
by other organisations in 
other parts of the Kingdom, 
like Jebel Bani Hamida and 
Dana. 

The project’s component 
dedicated to Wadi Rum is 
scheduled to cost $ 9.2 mil- 
lion, while the “Karak and 
Jerash Tourism Develop- 
ment Pilot Project" compo- 
nent, mainly consisting of 
feasibility studies for 
tourism facilities in the two 
sites, has an estimated cost 
of $5.2 million. 

The $2.2 million final 
component of the project 
will “provide foe ministry 
of tourism with one long- 
term and four short-term 
experts to help fine-tune the 
government's tourism 
development programme," 
foe official text of the pro- 
ject description says. 

The experts would help a 
joint private-public sector 
team prepare a long-term 
tourism development strat- 
egy and an attached priori- 
tised investment pro- 
gramme, a legislative and 
regulatory study to identify 
impediments to increased 
tourist flows and propose 
measures to deregulate the 
sector, as well as a restruc- 
turing plan for tourism pub- 
lic institutions. 


Bank of 
Israel seen 
cutting 
rates 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli inter- 
est rates could fall as much as 
05 percentage point for June, 
analysts have said, but they 
warned that a cautious central 
bank might still hold the line 
another month or two. 

Bank of Israel last cut the 
base rate at the end of February 
to 135 percent 

“All the parameters say it 
must cut.” said Adam Reuter. 
managing director of Financial 
Immunities, a financial con- 
sulting firm. 

He said he expected the base 

rate would be lowered 0.2-03 

point but warned there might 
be no cut at all 

The central bank governor 
has a reputation as a monetary 
hawk, prompting attacks from 
the treasury and business lead- 
ers who say he has ignored a 
slowing economy and the 
upward pressure interest rales 
have exerted on the Israeli cur- 
rency. But analysts said they 
expected the governor wculd 
begin moderating his stance in 
the face of the slowdown, 
which began in the second half 
of last year 

"The big picture is that foe 
trend is toward lower interest 
rates over foe next few 
months.’' said Hezi Gutman, 
chief economist at First Inter- 
national Bank of Israel. 
“Whether it will begin this 
month I can’t say for certain." 

The Central Bureau of Statis- 
tics last week reported gross 
domestic product grew at a 28 
per cent annualised rate in foe 
first quarter. That was lower 
than foe 4.4 per cent increase 
for full-year 1996 but up from a 
1.8 per cent rate in foe previous 
quarter: 

The data for January-March 
show there is still do reces- 
sion" Mr Gutman said. 
“We’re less certain now than 
we were before last week that 
foe economy is continuing to 
slow” 


©mao-sees sharp rise in foreign investment 


ABU DHABI (AFP)— The 
Gulf state of Oman expects 
foreign investment to jump 
in die next few years follow- 
ing the introduction of more 
incentives within overall eco- 
nomic reforms, an official 
has said in press remarks. 

Mahmoud A1 Jarwani, 
executive president erf the 
Muscat Securities Market 
(MSM), said foreign invest- 
ment in shares had reached 
14 per cent since Oman 
opened up the market to 
expatriates three years ago. 

"The current level of for- 
eign investment in the stock 


market is optimistic and rea- 
sonable. We expect it to easi- 
ly increase to 25 per cent in 
the year 2000,” he told the 
United Arab Emirates news- 
paper A1 Khaleej. 

Oman approved a law in 
1994 allowing citizens from 
other Gulf states to trade in 
its shares. It later extended 
the rule to other foreigners 
who are permitted to have an 
ownership of up to 49 per 
cent 

The measure was part of 
economic reforms launched 
by Oman in early 1990s to 
activate its economy and 


cushion the impact of volatile 
oil prices. 

The reforms, the widest in 
die region, include privatisa- 
tions, more incentives to 
local and foreign investors, 
and better taxation laws. 

But several national com- 
panies have refused to give 
access to foreign investors, 
prompting foe government to 
announce a new set of incen- 
tives. 

Mr. Jarwani said the new 
laws, introduced in early 
1997, were intended to 
remove what he called obsta- 
cles created by those firms 


against foreign investors. 

“Fresh incentives were also 
introduced a few days ago," 
he said. “They will benefit 
the companies in which for- 
eign investment reaches 49 
percent.” 

Ml Jarwani said Oman had 
also broken long-standing 
policies in foe oil-rich Gulf 
by allowing foreigners to 
have 100 per cent ownership 
of some projects. 

He said such projects must 
contribute effectively to 
domestic economic develop- 
ment. utilise local resources 
and create jobs for Omanis. 


Peanuts 


Gentlemen, 


Enclosed please find 


my latest short story. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Insincere talk 
5 Chums 
9 Desert 

13 Fiber plant 

14 Stages 

16 West of Nod 

17 Tabula — 

18 Wise guy 
20 Secret 

rendezvous 

22 Iranian coin 

23 Firmament 

24 Voyeur 
28 Vintage 
30 On the — 

(precisely) 

33 Bard’s above 

34 Trove 

37 Sea eagles 
39 Quercine plants 
41 Cinches 

43 Pianist or fiddler 

44 Celerity 
46 Oxfords 

48 Trouble 

49 Comer 

50 Corrupt 

52 Eastwood role 
56 Snake 

59 Corrida 
performer 

60 Recorded 
63 Goose 

67 Parisian head 

68 Thought 

69 Pastry chef 

70 Amerind 

71 Junction line 

72 Invasion craft 

73 Cleave 

DOWN 

1 Dray 

2 Winglike 

3 Busybody 

4 Tantalizes 

5 Postscripts; 
abbr. 

6 Banking device 

7 Understand 

8 Small shoot 

9 Thicken 

10 Lyric poems 

11 At one’s — and 
call 

12 Pet octopus 
name? 



by Roger Jurgovan 


Tuesday's Puzzle solved: 


15 ERA for one 
19 By oneself 
21 Tracy’s love 

25 Stones 

26 Computer 
pictures 

27 Dawn 

28 Cote sounds 

29 Jumped 

31 Rotgut 

32 Strange 

35 College cheer 

36 Era 

38 Convinced 
40 Rank 
42 Blood fluids 
45 Spirit 
47 Anange 
51 Demosthenes 
or Cicero 

53 LBJ’s son-in-law 

54 Ordeal 
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55 Egg parts 

56 Sale words 

57 Team 

58 Entreaty 

61 Short jacket 


62 Act 

64 Take it on the 

65 Allow 

66 Dozens of mos. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 

fortuep" 4 
may 27, 

By Thomas S 
j Astrologer , ; Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March _ 21 to 
April 19) It would not he 
wise today . to mvo1 ^ 
your close friends *n any 
misunderstandings you 
have with superiors, rei- 
low associates or your 
mate. Don’t be too force- 

fid in P ursu 1 in S y° w ££ 
sonal goals at ^ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Be wise m foe 
handling of career mat- 
ters, and cautious when 
dealing with a credit Situ- 
ation. Spend this evening 
relaxing at home with 
your loved ones and 
thereby you can be pre- 
pared for stressful days 

ahead. ^ 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Clear up an irri- 
tating situation today 
before ■ getting into any 
new projects which you 
are given. If you intro- 
duce your mate to new 
friends later this evening, 
difficulties could develop, 
so be cautious in your 
procedures. 

MOONCHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Be sure 
you handle today any 
promises you have made 
in a very precise manner, 
or some very difficult sit- 
nation may result Later 
this ev enin g would be 
good to seek out knowl- 
edgeable people for their 
advice on business mat- 
ters. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Know what it is today 
that a superior expects of 
you concerning career 
activities. A disagreement 
with fellow associates 
could slow you down very 
much, so try to resolve 
this situation with great 
confidence. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Trying to 
use some new gadgets 
today to improve your 
efficiency will only slow 
you down, so keep on 
•9oo£ present - course of| 
■action and gain-much sue- 
InfCesS:- This fa- not a good 
time to go off on any 
crazy tangent 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You may 
be anxious to have a good 
time today, however it 
would be wise to stick to 
your career activities until 
they are finished. Pay spe- 
cial attention later this 
evening to your finances 
so you won’t be short of | 
funds. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) If you 
use a bit of diplomacy 
today, you can stop a 
ridiculous disagreement 
between a family friend 
and an outside contact Be 
kind to your loved ones 
and show that you respect 
them for being in your 
life. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) If you make a big deal 
today over a small matter 
you can do little about, it 
can prevent you from 
accomplishing anything 
or you’ll be very sorry. , 
Tonight will be good to 
meet with close friends 
for an enjoyable time. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) If 
you stick to your usual 
recreations today you can , 
have a fine time, however 
don’t get into any new or 
unsavoury ventures or I 
you’ u be very sorry. 
Tomght will be good to 
nieet with close friends 
for an enjoyable time. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Home 
affairs can be difficult to 
you today, so remove, . 
yourself for a while and^ 
be more objective. You 1 ' 
ran do well in business at 

this dme, if y OU out 

foe advice of some knowl- 
edgcable people and fol- 
iS^JJwir instructions. 

(February 20 to 
March 20) If you use a lii- 
ue common sense today 
you can eliminate an 
fnnoying obstacles. Lis- 
ten to the advice of I 

e *§ e Tf s later *** evening 
and be you can be more 
successful in the days 
ahead, which will please 
you loved ones. 

rj, rthS f. ne of May: 

Emerald — Citrine 
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ACC extended JD21.1 m credits 

to 8,272 farmers last year 


** 


THE .AGRICULTURAL Credit Corpora- 
non (ACC) has allocated JD20 million to 
extend loans to small farmers in 1997 to 
encourage them to invest in their lands and 
enable them to finance their agricultural pro- 
jects in accordance with development priori- 

ACC Director General Nimer Nabulsi told A1 
Ra i that the corporation will focus in its 
lending policy on the small farmers and on 
introducing lending programmes directed to 
low income groups and the unemployed in 
Jordan s rural and badia regions. 

Mr. Nabulsi explained that the loans will ben- 
efit those farmers who seek to utilise their 
lands in irrigated and arid areas, to develop 
water resources for farming purposes, to 
develop animal wealth and poultry farming 
and agricultural manufacturing and mechani- 
sation. 

In addition, Mr. Nabulsi said, the loans will 
be extended to finance purchases of agricul- 
tural inputs and contracting rural farm build- 
ings. 

The ACC chief spoke about the corporation’s 
achievements during 1996 by pointing out 
that a total of 8,272 credits were extended for 
a total of JD21.1 million. He said that the 
operations generated a JD 1 .69 million profit, 
noting that the outstanding loans at the end of 
last year stood at JD84.86 million. Included 
in the amount mentioned is a JD2 million 
loan that the ACC extended to the Natranal 
Food (Shafa) processing company. 

The corporation extended 7,252 loans in 1995 
for a total of JD19.3 million. The outstanding 
amount at the end of 1995 was JD77.08 mil- 
lion. 

Mr. Nabulsi noted that the increase in credit 
extension in 1996 was due to higher demand 
and to the “horizontal expansion” of the ACC 
operations which were widened to 20 branch- 
es throughout the Kingdom. 

He highlighted the specialised lending pro- 
grammes such as the diversification of 
income resources and the increase in food 
production which are being implemented in 
cooperation, with tfee. Ministry of Agriculture., 
Other programmes' 'idclude the "employed, 1 
which is being finaifeadiby the Employment 
and Development Fund, and the northern 
Ghor farmers’ project which aims at improv- 
ing irrigation techniques. A special project 
covers those who raise cattle as the ACC 
finances their purchases of fodder. 

According to the director general, the ACC 
was able to collect JD18.24 million of the 
loans that fell due in 1996. The amount was 
JD3 million more the amount collected in 
1995. Noting that the percentage of collection 
was 74 per cent, Mr. Nabulsi described the 
rate as being the highest achieved by the cor- 
poration since it was established. 

The ACC’s total assets at the end of last year 
amounted to JD92.74 million compared to 
JD85.83 at the end of 1995 (A1 Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF. ByGlasbergen 



“Now that I can reach you all day on 
your cell phone and pager, there’s 
nothing left to say face-to-face.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
s 1 by Hanri Arnold and Mlo* Arglrier 


’Sr 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour onftnary words. 


THOLC 


n i m 


ERQUE 


^ 

31 

COMINE 

|_ 


f K 

FLERBY 


irn 




A &OOP THING 
TO PO WITH 
GIKE5 IN A 
JUNK VfcRG 


Now arrange me circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by ttra above cartoon. 


Answer hem: 


-dunmn 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Jumbles; TESTY PIPER UNPAID FRENZY 
Answer what the manager gave NS boxer - 
FEINT PRAISE 


Halaiqah urges Jordanian pharmaceutical 
firms to meet WTO rules and standards 



AMMAN FINANCIAL MAAKttT 
HOUSING BANK CE N TER AMMAN - SHMEI5ANI 
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ORGANIZES MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 26/05/1997 


PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY'S NAME 
EigE £cm 


F / E 


DIV. 


HO. NO. OF 
OF SHAKES 
TRANS. 


VAUJE 

TRADED 

JD 



OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE PRICE 


269.000 213.000 ARAB BANK 11.7 

2.100 1.660 JOR. NATIONAL 8K. E 

5-500 >1. 100 CAIRO AMMAN BANK 10.3 

1.210 .880 MID. EAST XMV.HK. 70.3 

2-480 2.120 INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 8.1 

5-100 4.250 THE HOUSING BE. 14.6 

2.950 2.440 JOB. KUWAIT BANK 19.0 

4.DSO 3.480 JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 14.7 

2-650 1.000 BEIT. AL— HAL (BEITHA) .7 
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5.00 
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5.00 
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2.18 
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3.62 
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BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 193.41 *CHG: +0.14 


49884 


335951, 
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4.6 


2100 
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INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX i 113.59 *CHGl 0.00 


1330 


2222 


1.020 1.450 JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 8.1 

2.650 2.090 SHIPPING LINES 13.5 

1.480 .930 NATL. PORTFOLIO Q 

9.300 6.900 ALRA-I 22.4 
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0.00 

6.59 

0.00 


18 

2 

74 

6 

3 

3 

1 

2 
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3000 

200 

250 
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393 
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2910 

334 

163 


1.65 

2.30 

1.14 
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3.00 
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1.67 

.66 
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1.20 .06+ 
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89865 

12 5481 
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26.9 

2.76 
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3.92 

3.99 
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2.86 

15 
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3.50 

“ 

T 
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15.3 

3.05 

38 
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6.56 
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10.400 
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9.0 
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10 
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1.110 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

10.1 

8.55 

6 

10500 
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1.11 

1.17 



3-260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COKH.AGR. 


0.00 

4 

1400 


1.95 

1.97 



3.970 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

10.2 

5.41 

15 

3003 
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3.68 

3.70 
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+ 

2.930 

2.330 

GENERAL MINING 

9 

0.00 

.1 

100 

221 

2.33 
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5.18 

3 
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7.5 
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1 
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3.39 

3.32 
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10.6 

0.00 

11 
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.50 
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q 

0.00' 

9 

4750 


.61 
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: 4.931 1 

J 

3760 

5329 

1.42 . 

1.42 


! 

2.610 

1.4*07 

ONIV. HODN.IKDS- 

.. V\M>.. ^ 

.18 ' 

4 ' 

4300*— 
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^44 

- — 


1.680 
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JOR . INDS . RESOURCES . 

15.3 

8.77 

H * 
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1.14 

1.14 
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1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

13.4 

4.93 

2 

SOO 

710 

1.41 

1.42 
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1.230 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.8 

0.00 ■ 

4 

2240 
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.86 

.86 
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1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.3 

0-00 

4 

1448 

1664 

1-15 

1.15 
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1.370 

.860 

UNION CH. 6 VBQ- 

39.6 

0.00 

5 

4000 

3583 

.87 

■ B7 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government Monday urged 
pharmaceutical industries 
in Jordan to adapt to new 
requirements and standards 
dud will be demanded by 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) after the King- 
dom is accepted as a WTO 

member. 

Mohammad Halaiqah, the 
secretaiy general of the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, said Jordan’s indus- 
tries including the pharma- 
ceutical industry will be 
affected by entry into the 
WTO. They will be 
required to adapt to the 
requirements provided 
under the Jordan-WTO 
agreement particularly in 
the area of intellectual prop- 
erty rights. 

Dr. Halaiqah was address- 
ing the opening session of a 
three-day workshop organ- 
ised by Jordan Exports 
Development and Commer- 
cial Centres (JEDCO) 
together with the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology (JUST), the 
U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and 
otter institutions. 

He said the current inter- 


national economic develop- 
ments and the trend towards 
the so-called globalisation 
of the economy present 
Jordan’s industrial sector 
with major challenges. 

Noting that the Jordanian 
pharmaceutical firms have 
in the past years achieved 
major successes by enter- 
ing numerous markets. Dr. 
Halaiqa said that Jordan’s 
drugs have acquired recog- 
nition in Arab and foreign 
nations. 

But he warned that this 
industry will be facing 
strong competition in the 
world markets, and it will 
be necessary for it to adapt 
to the WTO requirements in 
order to guarantee further 
successes. 

Dr. Golden Johnson 
from the U.S. FDA said: “If 
we went back to just a few 
years ago what we would 
think of is of each individ- 
ual country perhaps having 
a pharmaceutical industry. 
It is now becoming a world- 
wide effort, and the more 
we share information 
between countries, the easi- 
er it is going to be in the 
market place." 


Japanese banks write 
off $26.5b of bad debt 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 

INDEX: 124.29 z CBGr +1.17 

252 504697 

1932586 

GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX i 156.73 ZCHC: +0.57 

445 645776 

2396239 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Japans 10 
commercial banks have said 
they wrote off $265 billion in 
bad debt in the year to March, 
about half the amount they bled 
a year before, as they raced to 
clean up their bodes ahead of 
sweeping deregulation in finan- 
cial sector. 

After the bad debt haemor- 
rhage that sent most of the 10 
city banks deep in the red a year 
ago, most were looking better 
in the year to March. 

They posted combined con- 
solidated net profits of 48.2 bil- 
lion yen (S389 million), after 

suffering record combined con- 
solidated losses of 774.9 bQIion 
yen ($63 billion) the previous 
year. 

The banks wrote off at the 
parent level a combined 
3390.1 billion yen in bad debt 
during the year. 48 per cent less 
than disposed of the previous 
year. 

Thai still leaves them with 
1 13303 billion yen (595.4 bil- 
lion) in bad and doubtful debt. 

The pace remains accelerat- 
ed as the banks now appear to 
be in a race among themselves 
to rid themselves of non-per- 
forming assets ahead of the ‘big 
baqg’ deregulation underway," 
said ING Baring securities ana- 
lyst James Horillo. 

Hardest hit was debt write-off 
laggard Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank 
Ltd, which suffered a consoli- 
dated pre-tax loss of 313.1 bil- 
lion yen versus a profit of 1743 
billion yen previously, as it 
increased bad debt write-offs 
12 per cent to 620.1 billion yen 


at the parent level to prepare for 
the upcoming liberalisation of 
tbe Tokyo financial markets. 

“The move is aimed at bring- 
ing forward foreseeable bad 
debt write-offs to build a low 
cost operation so that we can 
deal with the Tokyo big 
bang',” DKB senior Managing 
Director Furaio Akanuma said, 
referring to die government’s 
plan to bring financial markets 
up to world standard by 2001. 

DKB posted a consolidated 
net loss of 1773 billion yen, 
compared with u profit of 1743 
billion a year fswtwM- 
‘Bad and doubtful debt fell to 
1,434.6 billion yen at the parent 
level 

The best performance on the 
day came from Fuji Bank Ltd, 
which posted a 75.4 billion yen 
consolidated pre-tax profit, 
after delivering a pre-tax loss of 
4553 billion yen the previous 
year. 

Net profit was 109.0 billion 
yen, against a net loss of 325.4 
billion yen. 

Fuji Bank wrote off 3233 bil- 
lion yen in bod debt at the par- 
ent level, 71 per cent less than 
the 1,110 billion a year eariier, 
but still bolds 1,8393 billion in 
bad and doubtful debt. 

"Although we benefited con- 
siderably from declines in the 
size of bad debt write-offs, 
higher deposit insurance 
charges and the receding bene- 
fits of low interest rates pres- 
sured our domestic operations.” 
said senior Managing Director 
TosMyuki Ogura. 
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A t Am ra F o ni n i Hotel S hops 
Phonc5527J IS Also. in Brazil ‘ 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
af our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 823891 


SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY 


JAMAL TRAD & 
REAL ESTATE 

FOR RENT 
VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS! 
Furnished or 
unfurnished 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Alr-Condltloned 
Busses Around trie CLOCK 
Every 30 Mnirtes from Abddi 
to Airport and Back 


Specie! Reduced - Fares' a' 
500 Fils -For . A'rpoft Staff 
and.our Frequent Customers' 


For Further Details can : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
AbdaJJ Branch 653313 



Quality Serviced Suites 


• One & Two Bedrooms • Fully 
■Equipped Kltdhractlos * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reas on a bl e Rate* 


5th Cirrfe 

72 Fax 674551 


CFCWH HOTEL 

’OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 
’ TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
’ SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
' FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD 























Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, May 27, 1997 


French Open 

Sampras, Seles win in 1st round 


PARIS (Agencies) — So 
far. so good. Top-seeded 
Pete Sampras won his first- 
round match at the French 
Open Monday, taking a 
step toward winning the 
one Grand Slam title that 
eludes him. 

Sampras defeated 

France’s Fabrics Santoro in 
straight secs, 6-3, 7-5. 6-1. 
After a hard-fought second 
set, he dominated the final 
set, closing it out with a 
service break. He never lost 
serve. 

In the day’s other top 
matches, Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov began the 
defence of his title with a 
straight-set victory, and 16- 
year-old American Venus 
Williams began her Grand 
Slam career with a tough 
three-set win. 

Kafelnikov defeated 
Martin Dairnn of the Czech 
Republic 6-2, 6-4, 6-4, 
showing little effect of the 
broken finger he suffered 
with a blow to a punching 
bag in January. 

It was the first match he 
had won at a Grand Slam 
tournament since his 
French Open victory last 
year. 

'To be honest, I didn’t 
fed 1 played well, but 1 
played good enough to 
win," Kafelnikov said. “I 
felt a lot of pressure.** 

The unseeded Williams, 
the new great American 
hope in women's tennis, 
was playing her first match 
outside the United States. 
She defeated Japan’s 
Naoko Sawamatsu 6-2, 6-7 
(2-7), 7-5 in a match that 
lasted 2 hours 37 minutes. 

In the third set, Williams 
was down a break at 3-1. 
Sbe broke back for 3-2, 
then broke again at 5-4. 
Sbe double-faulted twice 
while trying to serve out 
the match, allowing 
Sawamatsu to, even it at 5- 
5. Vf.rJ 

Williams broke back at 6- 
5. and this time served out 
the match. 

The crowd gave her a 
huge ovation as sbe walked 
off court. 

Williams said later that 
when she faltered in the 
third set. “it was a nervous 
point It shouldn’t have 
happened." 

But she added: “When 
it's time to do the job, I do 
my best to do it” 

Four other American 
women scored first-round 
victories Monday. Fifth- 
seeded Lindsay Davenport 
defeated South African 
Joannette Kruger 6-2, 6-3. 
Unseeded Chanda Rubin 
beat Argentina's Marin ana 
Diaz-Oliva 7-6 (7-5). 7-5. 
Amy Frazier and Nicole 
Arendc also won. 

Spaniard Alex Corretja 
beat Morocco’s Kalim 
Alami. 6-3,6-4, 6- 1 . 

Third-seeded and three- 
lime champion Monica 
Seles eliminated Miho 
Saeki of Japan. 6-0. 6-3. 
Seles could face Williams 
in the third round. 

in other first-round 
matchups: 

— Austria's Thomas 
Muster, seeded fifth and 
slumping badly on clay this 



Jordan to host Women ’s 
Asian Handball Championship 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan Handball 
Federation (JHF) Monday announced 
that Jordan will host die Asian 
Women's Handball Championship due 
to take place June 4-9 at A1 Hussein 
Youth City’s Sports Palace. 

“We are proud to host this champi- 
onship in which six. top Asian teams 
will be taking part,” JHF President 
Sari Hamdan told the Jordan Times. 

He said that while Jordan's team will 
not participate in the event “fans and 
players will have the chance to watch 
the professionals in action.” 

On the sidelines of the event the 
Jordanian team will play several 
friendly matches against the compet- 
ing teams to gain more experience for 
future events. 

The six-team include Asian titlehold- 
ers Korea in addition Japan, China, 
Taipei, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 

Only the top three teams will qualify 
for the Worla Championship due to be 
held later this year in Japan," Hamdan 
added. 

The championship is sponsored by 
the Asian Handball Federation. 


Matches will be televised on JTV and 
there will also be free admittance to 
the matches in a step to encourage 
more people to watch the game. 

As the JSF tries to upgrade the game 
in the Kingdom, die women's national 
team has overcome a long-time obsta- 
cle. 

“We were finally able to recruit a 
full-time Ukrainian coach who is try- 
ing hard to form a new team,” Hamdan 
said. 

With die aim of forming a strong 
new lineup, the Ukrainian coach start- 
ed regrouping players from different 
parts of tihe Kingdom. 

"The coach worked hard and chose 
15 players from all over the country,” 
he said. 

"The national team has several good 
players who worked with die team and 
proved their dedication including 
T .ima Jallad, Suzan Farid, Maha 
Awwad, Hannan Sabbagh and Faten 
Bakheet who have been with the team 
since ages and form the nucleus of die 
handball team,” he concluded. 


Graf worries more about 
fitness than ranking 


PARIS (R) — For the first 
time in years Steffi Graf 
will not start the French 
Open as the top seed but the 
German, fighting her way 
back after a long injury 


lay-off with a knee injury 
bnt her run ended in the 
quarter-finals when sbe was 
bundled out by Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa. 

“Tm slowly getting into 


Cedric Pioline of France hits a backhand during bis match against Oliver Gross of 
Germany in the first round of the French Tfennis Open at Roland Garros Stadium 
(Renters photo) 


break, says she has other die rhythm a gain but I cer- 


season, faced Germany's 
Marc -Kevin Goe liner. 

— Carlos Moya, one of 
six seeded Spaniards, faced 
fellow Spaniard Alberto 
Martin. 

Meanwhile, 16-year-old 
Martina Hingis was her 
usual laughing, confident 
self — despite the knee 
surgery she went through 
five weeks ago after falling 
off a horse. 

The Swiss star asked for 
and got an extra day to 
practice; she plays her first- 
round match Tuesday, 
against Slovakia’s Henrieta 
Nagyova. 

Meanwhile, Britain’s 
gloom at this year's French 
Open continued when Greg 
Rusedski crashed at the 
first hurdle in a five-set 
thriller to Magnus Norman 
of Sweden after battling 
back from two sets down. 

The Canadian-bom 
Briton, ranked 41 in the 
world, lost 3-6, 2-6. 6-3, 6- 
4, 7-9 to his 70th-ranked 
opponent in 3hrs 08miiis 
on a sun-drenched outside 
court at Roland Garros. 

Rusedski’s opening day 
departure was another sav- 
age blow to British tennis, 
which was already reeling 
from defeats for all its qual- 
ifiers in the men's and 
women's singles over the 
weekend. 

His exit leaves Tim 
Henman, the number 14 


seed, as Britain's sole sur- 
vivor at the tournament. 

Henman, faces French 
wildcard - entry Olivier : 
Delaitre' in his first round 
match on Tuesday. 

T went into the match too 
tentatively,” said tbe 23- 
year-old Rusedski, a final- 
ist at Zagreb and San Jose 
this season and a second 
round loser here a year ago. 

“If I’d started at the third 
set I would have done a lot 
better,” the Crestfallen 
Briton said, admitting he 
“got a little upset at 
myself’ on too many cru- 
cial points. 

Although he slammed 
down 13 aces to Norman’s 
four, 11 double faults and 
74 unforced errors, twice as 
many as his opponent, 
eventually told their own 
story. 

“I can't be too disap- 
pointed. It’s only my sec- 
ond or third tournament 
back — on my favourite 
surface of course,” joked 
Rusedski, referring to his 
general dislike of clay, 
although he grew up on it 
back in Canada. 

The Briton, returning 
from a serious wrist injury, 
shrugged off his obvious 
disappointment at his own 
exit by wishing Tim 
Henman luck in his match 
with Delaitre, forecasting 
that his compatriot would 
“probably win in four 


(sets).’’ 

Norman, now faces 
Indian number one Leander 


things to worry about. 

“I wish I could only 
worry about that," Graf, 
second to Swiss teenager 
Martina Hingis in the world 
rankings, told a news con- 
ference Sunday. . 


tainly would have needed 
more time to be fully fit,” 
sbe said. “There are certain 
periods during which I play 
really well, then I have 
some lapses in between, 
which means my concern 


Everybody will be look- 
ing for a final showdown 
between Graf and Hingis, 
who ousted her from the top 
of the rankings in March. 
But Graf said others could 
win. 

‘There’s Arantxa 

(Sanchez-Vicario), who’s 
always good here, and 
Mary Pierce, who has been 
playing very well lately” 
'she said. ■ - 


South Africa V Stafford on my mind. 1 have to con- Hfne. - - - 


For A Fourth Week 
Of Great Success 
At Cinema: CONCORD / Tel. 677420 

Present a movie which won nine Oscars in 1997 

* Best Movie 

* Best Actress I The Most Exciting 

* Best Director ! Love Story Ever 

' Best Shooting ! Appearing On Screen 

; THE ENGLISH 

* Best Montage j P AT I E NT 

* Best Costume 1 

* Best Management 
Due lo the long duration of the movie 
the shows will be at 
Concord: 12 noon, 3, 6, 9 p.m. 


THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

mum FI IN MIS juurm B 1 MOCHI 


sea r 

’THE 
YEAR'S, 
BEST 
FILM." 1 


liiiurTiniii asaag- 

Next Show ...Tom Cruise In 

Jerry Maguire 


Grant, — Welcome 
change from Australian 
Jason Stoltenberg who has 
beaten him in his last three 
tournaments. 

Norman showed great 
tenacity to move into the 
driving seat after games 
had initially gone with 
serve in the opening set 
breaking Rusedski in the 
eighth game when the 
Briton double-faulted. 

The Swede wrapped up 
the set winning his serve to 
love. 

Rusedski was blowing 
hot and cold, and, having 
won his service to love at 
the start of the second, he 
was broken to fall 1-2 
behind. He never recovered ; 
from that, losing the set 6-' 
2 . 

Having given himself a 
mountain to climb, 
Rusedski promptly set off 
towards the summit, taking 
the third set with compara- 
tive ease before levelling at 
two sets all. 

In the fourth, games had 
gone with serve until 
Rusedski broke crucially 
for 5-4. 

In the decider, all his hard 
work appeared to have 
gone to waste as Norman 
broke him for 2-0 and then 
held serve for 3-0. But 
Rusedski broke back, only 
to drop his service yet 
again to stand 1-4 down. 

A brief fightback saw the 
Briton cut the deficit to 3-4 
but a further loss of serve 
left him at 3-5. 

Rusedski then dug deep 
into his reserves of stamina 
to break back and bold 
serve for 5-5. Games then 
went once more with serve 
until Norman secured his 
sixth, and final break, when 
Rusedski sent a defensive 
backhand volley over the 
baseline following a meaty 
Norman drive. 


. centrate on how I’ve been 
playing lately and on how I 
will be playing in tbe next 
few weeks.” 

Grafs fitness is one of the 
big question marks as the 
Paris tournament starts on 
Monday even though her 
confidence has been boost- 
ed by victory in Saturday’s 
Strasbourg tournament 
final . 

The German made her 
comeback in the German 
Open in Berlin the previous 
week after a three-month 


^Another problem is that I 
need to strengthen my mus- 
cles. There’s still quite abig 
difference in the way the 
muscles are defined 
between the right and the 
left leg” 

Hingis is also coming 
back after a knee injury but 
hers was not quite as bad. 

T know she had to stop 
playing for a few weeks but 
she will still be a major 
threat,” Graf, who has won 
the French Open five times, 
said. 


was far more competitive 
nowadays than when she 
started her career. 

“It was the reign of Chris 
(Evert) and Martina 
(Navratilova) ” she said. 
‘There was little room for 
other players. Now it’s dif- 
ferent. 

“You see quite a few play- 
ers with a chance of win- 
ning a tournament like this 
one. It’s a change and it’s a 
good thing for women's 
tennis, no question.” 


FVencfr Op^^ T'\ ‘ 

PARIS (R) — . List of. fonnCT singles chatepiohsNit fee FrendS 6pfcn tennis which began 
Monday: ' • ' - - / .-f’ .V ■■ 


1973 Hie Nastase j . 

1974 Bjorn Borg f 

1975 Bjorn Borg | - 

1976 Adriano Panatta 

1977 Guillermo Vilas 

1978 Bjom Borg f 

1979 Bjom Borg 1 

1980 Bjom Borg 

1981 Bjom Borg / 

1 982 Mats Wilander „ 

1983 Yannick Noah 

1984 Ivan Lendl 

1985 Mats Wilander 

1986 Ivan Lendl 

1987 Ivan Lendl 

1988 Mats Wilander 

1989 Michael Chang 

1990 Andres Gomez 

1991 Jim Courier 

1992 Jim Cornier 

1993 Sergi Bruguera 

1994 Sergi Bruguera 

1995 Thomas Muster 

1996 Yevgeny Kafelnikov 


MaigaretGquit 
.Chris Evert ~ : j 

Chris Evert : \ . 

Sue Barker ' 

Mima Jausovec '/ 

Virginia Ruzici I 

Chris Evert Lloyd 1 
Chris Evert Lloyd ( 
Hana Mandlikova 
Martina Navratilova 
Chris Evert Lloyd 
ManinaNavratfiova 
Chris Evert Lloyd 
Chris Evert Lloyd 
Steffi Graf r 
Steffi Graf 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
Monica Seles 
Monica Seles 
Monica Seles 
Steffi Graf • * 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
Steffi Graf 
Steffi Graf 


Single Empire 

wins in Italy 

ROME (R) " fast 
finishing Single Empue, 
ridden by David Harrison, 
got up on the line to win 
the Italian Derby by a nose 

SmSv. It was a second 
Italian - Derby success for 

English trainer P« er 

Chapple-Hyam who was 
also successful in 1W 
with white morale. 
Second was German chal- 
lenger Ungaro with 

Chapple-Hyam s other 
runner Panama City, 

always thereabouts under 

Frankie Dettori, a length 
further back in third. Insh 
jockey Kieron Fallon was 
banned for 10 days and 
fined four million lire by 
stewards after the race. 
His mount Musical 
Dancer finished in fifth 
place but he veered badly 
to the left and was put 
back to seventh after a 
stewards* enquiry. It com- 
pleted a bad weekend tor 
the Irishman who received 
a four-day suspension on 
Saturday for dropping his 
hands and failing to ride 
out his mount highborn at 
Doncaster. Fallon has not 
yet decided whether to 
appeal against Sunday’s 
ban but it could mean him 
missing the Epsom Derby 
meeting and the start of 
Royal Ascot 

Nastase, Tiriac 
given key posts 

BUCHAREST (R) — Hie 
Nastase and Ion Tiriac. 
Romania's top two tennis 
players in the 1970s. have 
been given key posts in 
the country’s tennis feder- 
ation. ‘‘Romanian tennis 
^ ;yants Nastase and Tiriac 
as its main decision 
men...To help rebuild a 
powerful set-up in our 
country,” federation gen- 
eral secretary Lucian 
Vasiliu said on Monday. 
Nastase has been chosen 
as the federation's execu- 
tive president while Tiriac 
was elected as honorary 
president for life. 

Russia win 
handball matches 


KUMAMOTO. Japan (R) 
— Russia beat Olympic 
champions Croatia 31-20 
on Sunday to secure the 
only undefeated record at 
the end of the preliminary 
round of the Men's World 
Handball Championship. 
The Russians go into the 
final round starting on 
Tuesday as favourites for 
the title after they swept 
through their five matches, 
piling up 150 points and 
conceding only 84. The 
top four teams from each 
of the four preliminary 
groups advance to the 
championship knock-out 
round. The quarter-finals 
will be played on 
Thursday. The teams con- 
testing the final round are 
Iceland. Yugoslavia. 
Lithuania. Japan, France. 
Sweden, South Korea. 
Norway. Spain. Egypt, 
Czech Republic, Tunisia, 
Russia. Hungary, Cuba, 
Croatia. 


FOR RENT 

Two Fully Furnished Apartment 
For The Price Of Unfurnished !!!!!!!!!!! 
Ground floor : 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. 

1st floor : 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. 

Both are central heated, private telephone lines, 
located in Sports City area. 

For more information, please call 

680285 or 070-37073 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


-■634144 


TEL:699238 


PHILADELPHIA ^3 

Pierce Brosnon & 
Linda Hamilton ... in 

DANTE’S PEAK 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA * 

Elisa Silverstone...in 

CLUELESS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 

Mel Gibson... in 

RANSOM 

Shows: 3:15, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

Top Disney production 

101 DALMATIANS 

Shows: 12 JO, 5:00 


V CONCORD 

” ✓ 

CONCORD 

Winner of 9 Oscars 

THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00. 9:00 

CONCORD *2 » 

Michael Jordan...in 

spacejam 

v Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


yiLLA~FOR~RENT 

ai Jandaweel area pxroii<nr>+ 
location (2 streets corner). 3 floors 
(basement, 1st floor, 2nd floor and 
roof) Consists ot 7 bedrooms ^ 
master), central heating, garaqe for 

cati 63 MMll e, ? phone »nes. 9 

-Ca» 630388 mo m ! ng^d8 ^2 evening 

J aanxi & Hisham's Theatre^ 

SK TEL: 625155 


The actors are 
on annual leave. 

The theatre will 

reopen July 2, 1997 
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Houston Rockets’ Hakeem Olajuwon finds his hand stuck in the net while attempt- 
ing to grab a rebound between Utah Jazz players Jeff Hornacek (14) and Greg Fos- 
ter in game four of the Western gj Heston {Renters, photo), . 

v- Rockets evfen series with Jazz 
on Johnson buzzer-beater 


£ 


HOUSTON (R) — Eddie 
Johnson came off the bench 
to save the Houston Rock- 
ets for a second straight 
game Sunday, hitting a 3- 
inter at the buzzer in a 
5-92 victory over the Utah 
Jazz that evened the West- 
ern Conference finals at 
two games apiece. 

“I’m 38 years old,” said 
Johnson, who was mobbed 
by his teammates and near 
tears after hitting the game- 
winner. “Just to experience 
this — not many 38-year- 
olds get to experience this.” 
Utah had four shots to 
Jake the lead on its final 
possession but Houston 
finally grabbed the rebound 
with 6.7 seconds remain- 
ing. After a time-out, the 
Rockets inbounded to 
Clyde Drexler. who was 
double-teamed and forced 
to pass. 


Johnson got the ball five 
feet behind the 3-point arc 
with under a second left. He 
launched a shot that 
swished through as the 
buzzer sounded. 

“In that situation, it’s a 
no-pressure shot,’’ said 
Johnson, who scored 3 1 
points in a game 3 win. “If 
1 miss, we go to overtime.” 

Johnson scored seven 
points. Hakeem Olajuwon 
had 27 points and Charles 
Barkley added 20 and 16 
rebounds for the Rockets, 
who have erased a 2-0 
series deficit. En route to 
NBA titles in 1994 and 
1995, Houston also over- 
came 2-0 deficits in the 
Conference semifinals. 

Game 5 is Thursday at 
Utah, where the Jazz are 7- 
0 in the postseason. They 
have never been to the 
NBA finals. 


"The pressure is on them 
now,” said Olajuwon. 

Barkley had criticised his 
teammates who had already 
won two championships for 
not playing with enough 
intensity. But he said that 
they showed plenty of fire 
this time. 

Karl Malone had 22 
points and 10 rebounds and 
John Stockton also had 22 
points for the Jazz, who 
scored just 16 points in the 
fourth quarter. 

Drexler scored 16 points 
and Mario Elie added 1 1 for 
the Rockets, who shot 46 
per cent (33-of-72) from 
the field and held a 43-40 
rebounding edge. Houston 
made 6-of-19 3-pointers. 

Jeff Hornacek scored 14 
points for the Jazz. 


Indians 

edge 

Orioles 

with 9th 

inning 

strikeouts 


CLEVELAND (R) — 
Ninth-inning, base-s-Ioaded 
strikeouts of sluggers Eric 
Davis and Rafael Palmeiro 
by Mike Jackson and Alvin 
Morman preserved the 
Cleveland Indians’ 7-6 vic- 
tory over the Baltimore 
Orioles Sunday. 

The Orioles had rallied 
for a pair of runs off Jack- 
son in the top of the ninth 
to get within a run when 
Morman, a lefty, was sum- 
moned to get out Palmeiro, 
who bats left-handed. 

On three pitches, 
Palmeiro swung and 
missed, fouled a ball off 
and struck out swinging to 
end the game. 

The Indians are 7-1 in 
their last eight games. 

In Kansas City. Chili 
Davis led off the bottom of 
the 11 th with a homer off 
Bobby Ayala (3-2) to give 
the Royals a 4-3 victory 
over the Seattle Mariners. 

Davis belted an 0-1 pitch 
out to right-centre to make 
a winner of Jamie Walker 
(3-2). who worked a score- 
less 11th. 

Ken Griffey Jr. hit his 
Major League-leading 
22nd homer, a solo shot in 
the first, to tie his own 
Major-League record for 
most home runs by the end 
of may, accomplished in 
1994. 

In Toronto, Benito Santi- 
ago drew a bases-loaded 
walk from rich Delucia 
with no outs in the 1 1th as 
the blue jays benefited 
from a- fluke play and bditf 
the Anaheim Angels 4-3.'“ 

In Chicago, Jeff Cirillo 
had a career-high four RBI 
and his two-run single in 
the fourth inning snapped a 
tie as the Milwaukee Brew- 
ers outslugged the White 
Sox 11-7 in the rubber 
game of their three-game 
series. 

In Detroit, Bob Higgjn- 
son went 4-for-5, including 
his second career grand 
slam, and Felipe Lira (3-2) 
pitched five innings for his 
third straight win as the 
Detroit Tigers posted a 13- 
5 victory over the Texas 
Rangers. 

At Minnesota. Rich 
Becker’s single off Billy 
Taylor ( 1-3) with two outs 
in the bottom of the 10th 
scored pinch-runner Matt 
Lawton with the winning 
run as the Twins beat the 
Oakland Athletics 7-6. 

In New York, the game 
between the Boston Red 
Sox and Yankees was post- 
poned due to rain. No new 
date was announced. 


Jordan about to give up right 
to host Asian basketball qualifiers 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a move that came as a surprise to most fans 
and players, Jordan is about to give up its bid to host the 
Asian Basketball Championship qualifiers in favour of Iran 
and the Ministry of Youth will soon have the final say. 

While the Asian Basketball Confederation (ABC) accept- 
ed their bid last year, the Jordan Basketball Federation 
(JBF) was going ahead with plans to host the four-team 
competition in Amman. However, the latest reports confirm 
that the JBF has been in contact with its Iranian counterpart 
and are in favour of conceding the bid to Tehran. 

“We are awaiting the ministry’s decision but we would 
rather play the qualifiers in Tehran as it would be finan- 
cially more rewarding,” JBF Secretary Mohammad Nabil 
Hassan told the Jordan Times. 

He explained that the JBF was not optimistic about its 
chances of covering the expenses of accommodating the 
teams which would run up to JD 15,000. Iran on the other 
hand, will be covering the reams’ travel expenses as well. 

Syria, Iraq, Jordan and Iran will be contesting the Aug. 9- 
14 West Asia pre-qualifiers. The top two teams will 
advance to the Asian Championship due to be held in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia Sept 11-19. 

Sixteen teams will be playing in Riyadh. The top five 
from the last championship and the hosts qualify automati- 
cally and there will be two teams from each of the ABC’s 
five regional zones. 

ABC vice-chairman and former JBF head Awwad Had- 
dad Monday said he was surprised at the JBF’s decision 
adding that he had not received any official notification of 


Jordan’s withdrawal of its bid. 

“It’s a pity to lose the advantage of playing at home. Our 
team definitely stands a better chance of qualifying paving 
in their own country. I am surprised at their sudden decision 
because sponsorship deals would have come through and 
covered the expenses,” Haddad noted. 

Haddad added that the West Asia zone also includes 
Palestine. Yemen and Lebanon but the three have not paid 
their dues to the ABC and will therefore not compete. 

Earlier this year, the JBF suddenly declined participation 
In the 17th Women's Championship in Bangkok, Thailand 
although the team had been regrouped for four months in 
preparation for the event. 

Jordan became the only Arab country to participate in the 
16ih championship in Japan in 1995. 

The JBF is now preparing its reams for the Pan-Arab 
Games July 13-27. The women’s team has been training 
for the past month and the men's team has been recently 
regrouped and started preparations for the event. 

The lineup excluded top players like Hilal Barakat who 
was below form in the first division championship. Naser 
Bushnaq. Manvan Ma’touq and Yousef Zaghloul were also 
excluded as they have not joined their team in the past two 
seasons. 

The lineup is mostly made up of younger players and 
includes Ghaith Ennabi, Ma’an Odeh. Yousef Abu Bukr. 
Naser Alawneh, Ramez Hammoudeh. Faisal Nsour. Mar- 
wan Saeedi. Wisam Nino. Rjyad Ayesh, Mohammad 
Shamali, Ay man Du'yes, Naser Bassam. Jan Sahtich, Fadi 
Saqqa. and Ihab Msih. 

Mahmoud Sha’ban and Zeid Aikhas, both srudying in the 
United Stales might also join the team. 


PSV Eindhoven, Bayern Munich 
and Juventus champions 


LONDON (R) — Past 
European Cup Winners 
PSV Eindhoven and Bayern 
Munich joined current 
holders Juventus as domes- 
tic league champions at the 
weekend. 

Netherlands 

PSV Eindhoven, Euro- 
pean Cup victors in 1988, 
clinched the Dutch champi- 
onship title for the 14th 
time in their history and the 
fitefsmce 1992 when they ' 
beat Wiilenj H Tilburg 3-1 
on Sunday. 

With one game to go, 
PSV have 77 points and an 
unassailable four-point lead 
over Feyenoord, who beat 
Heerenveen 4-2. 

Germany 

Bayern Munich, who won 
the European Cup three 
times from 1974 to 1976, 
extended their German 
record to 14 Bundesliga 
titles when they beat VFB 
Stuttgart 4-2 on the penulti- 
mate weekend of the sea- 
son. 

Two first-half headed 
goals from Christian Ziege 
and Mehmet Scholl and 
second-half strikes from 
Italian Ruggiero Rizzitelli 
and Marcel Witeczek 
secured the Bavarians an 
unassailable four-point lead 
over Bayer Leverkusen. 

Leverkusen’s hopes of 
pushing the tense tide race 
to next Saturday’s final day 


of the season faded in a 
crushing 4-0 defeat at 
Cologne. 


Italy 

Intemazionale Milan 
recovered from losing the 
UEFA Cup final and man- 
ager Roy Hodgson in less 
than a week" to defeat 
Napoli 3-2 and maintain 
their faint hopes of a place 
in the European Cup. 

, B^t. Enrico ChiesaTs; latp, 
goal' against' ' bologna 


placed Deportive Coruna 1- 
0 with an opportunist strike 
from Ronaldo in the final 
minute — his 34th goal of 
the season. 


France 

Veteran midfielder Vin- 
cent Guerin struck a dra- 
matic 89th-minute winner 
to give Paris St. Germain a 
2-1 home win over Stras- 
bourg and a place in the 
;; European Cup next season 
3 as runners-up to Monaco. 


Dirk Huysmans, Eric Van 
Meir and David Brocken. 

They finished the season 
two points clear of outgoing 
champions club Brugge. 

Greece 

Olympiakos marked their 
first Greek League tide in 
10 years with a 6-0 win 
over Kavala in front of 
thousands of delirious fans 
who stormed the pitch in 
the second half to celebrate 
prematurely ' and held the' 
game up for half an hour. 


EUROPEAN SOCCER ROUNDUP 


ensured second-placed 
Parma stayed two points 
clear of Inter with one 
match left. 

Juventus marked their 
centenary year with a 24th 
Italian League champi- 
onship, recovering from a 
goal down to secure the title 
by taking a point in a 1-1 
draw against Atalanta in 
Bergamo. 

Spain 

The Spanish champi- 
onship was ripped wide 
open when leaders "Real 
Madrid crashed 1-0 at Ath- 
letic Bilbao. 

The defeat reduced Real's 
lead over Barcelona to just 
two points with three games 
to play. 

Barcelona beat third- 


PSG fell behind to a 49th- 
minute goal by midfielder 
Olivier Dacourt before 
equalising in the 63rd 
minute when defender Paul 
le Guen blasted home from 
a free-kick tapped to him by 
captain Rai. 

Challengers Nantes were 
beaten 2-1 at champions 
Monaco and finished three 
points behind the Paris 
club. 

Belgium 

Lierse celebrated their 
first Belgian League title 
since 1960 with a 3-0 away 
win over Standard Liege. 

Lierse took charge quick- 
ly with first-half goals from 


The match restarted after 
about 30 minutes with the 
fans lining the perimeter 
and storming back to cele- 
brate after the final whistle. 
They tore apart the nets to 
keep as souvenirs. 

Scotland 

Kilmarnock won the 
Scottish Cup for the first 
time since 1929 with a 1-0 
victory over Falkirk in a 
tense final at lbrox. 

A 21 st-minute close- 
range goal from Paul 
Wright proved decisive 
although Falkirk were dis- 
allowed an equaliser for 
offside with five minutes 
left. 



AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

- PRE-REGISTRATION FOR THE 
1997/98 SCHOOL YEAR 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN (4 YEARS OLD) 
KINDERGARTEN (5 YEARS OLD) 

Assure your child a place in the American Community 
School's quality program. 

^ Call 813-944/6 Sunday thru Thursday 
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m- 


For Sale 

Mercedes-Benz / C 200 Elegance 
Model June 1994 

Duty free, full options, automatic, metallic green. 

Call 668502 after 3:00 p.m. 
or leave a message on answering machine. 


Furnished First Floor For Rent 

Area 300 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 wide 
salons, 3 deluxe bathrooms, 2 glassed verandas and 
terraces overooking surrounding area. 

Location: Al Rabia District 
Please Call Tel. 5527752, Amman 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, L-shaped living room 
& dining room , 2 bathrooms, kitchen, in an 
exclusive area, furnished with mostly new 
furniture, telephone, TV and satellite dish. 
Location : 7th Circle, Al Badr St. 

To see it, please call 856632 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Unfurnished villa situated at Abdoun - Deir 
Ghbar, near French School. 

Consisting of: 2 floors, total area 500 sq.m., 
2 master bedrooms, 2 bedrooms, 4 toilets, 
living room, sitting room + dining room, 
maid room, American kitchen, beautiful 
garden, car park, central heating, 
telephone, super deluxe finishing and new 
building. 

For more information, please call 

Sarfand Real Estate 
y Tel. 648448 


Study in Britain 

Represeniatives from 

The Northern Consortium of British Universities 

will give advice about opportunities for studying in Britain 

for 

Foundation, Bachelor, Master and Doctoral courses 

on Thursday 29 May 1997 
10.00 a.m. - 3:00 p.ra. 

at The British Council 
Rainbow Street (off first circle), Amman 
Tel: 636147/8 


Brad ibid - Leeds Metropolitan - Manchester - Salford - Huddersfield - Liverpool-UMIST 
Sheffield-Leeds-Liverpool Jolu) Moores-Manchester Metropolitan-Sheffield llallom 
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
INVITATION TCLBID 
No. 1/96 R 

The Ministry of Education call upon the interested 
companies and establishments specialised in the 
field of computer, and interested to participate in the 
tender tor establishing Information Network in the 
Centre of the Ministry of Education to link it with 
other Directorates inside the Kingdom, and to 
supply schools with computers. 

Interested bidder's are invited to collect tender's 
documents from Furniture and Equipment Division 
starting on 28/5/1997 against the payment of 
(JD500) for each copy. 

You are kindly requested to bring a valid professional 
licence. 

Note: 

• The last date for selling the copies of the bid will 
be 30/6/1997. 

• Closing date will be 1 1 :00 a.m. 16/7/1 997. 

• Bid opening date will be at 15:00 p.m. 
16/7/1997. 

• The expenses of the announcement will be paid 
by ihe awarded bidder. 

Head of Special 
Tender's Committee 
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Turkish 

Islamist 

Atahirk, 


Ataturk, the founder of modem Turkey, m Ankara on Monday alter tne supreme jmwi 
ing. The Supreme Military Council had announced it had taken the "necessary decisions 
pected Muslim activists in its ranks (Reuters photo) 


photo) 


Turkish army expels Islamist officers 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey’s secular armed 
forces on Monday expelled 
several officers considered 
pro-Islamic, in a decree 
signed by Islamist Prime 
Minister Neemettin 

Erbakan, a private television 
channel said. 

“The Supreme Military 
Council has reviewed the 
internal and external threats 
facing the Turkish state and 
the disciplinary cases of 
some armed forces mem- 
bers,** the Turkish general 
staff said in a statement 

‘The council has taken the 
necessary decisions,” said 
the statement released after 
the six-hour council meet- 
ing. It did not elaborate. 

But NTV said all the coun- 
cil members, including Mr. 
Erbakan, signed a decree 
sacking several officers 


charged with having links to 
pro-Islamist groups. 

It did not give a figure, but 
Turkish newspapers said 
Monday the cases of nearly 
50 such officers would be 
reviewed at the council 
meeting. 

Mr. Erbakan, who is him- 
self involved in a bitter row 
with the military over creep- 
ing Islamisation in Turkey, is 
technically the head of the 
council and must ratify the 
body’s decisions before they 
take effect. 

Political analysts said 
before the meeting that Mr. 
Erbakan was expected to 
sign die council decisions in 
an effort to avoid a fresh 
confrontation with the mili- 
tary commanders. 

The Supreme Military 
Council groups the prime 
minister, the defence minis- 


ter and the top 15 generals. 
Analysts said “disciplinary 
cases" cited in the military 
statement referred to the 
Islamist officers. 

The council expelled near- 
ly 60 other Islamist officers 
from the army at its last 
meeting in December, and 
Mr. Erbakan approved the 
move, drawing criticism 
from Islamist groups and 
even some members of his 
pro-Islamist Welfare Party. 

The military has also urged 
Mr. Erbakan’s Islamist-led 
government to implement a 
package of measures to curb 
rising Islanusm. 

The measures include the 
closure of state-run sec- 
ondary schools with Islamic 
education, the sacking of 
religious extremists from the 
stale service and a ban on 
fundamentalist propaganda 


Israel expropriated 3,000 hectares of 
Palestinian land this year — report 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel has expro- 
priated 3,000 hectares of 
land in the West Bank since 
January to expand Jewish 
settlements and build roads 
for settlers, according to a 
report published Monday. 

The detailed report 
authored by a deputy in the 
left-wing Meretz Party said 
the lands were expropriated 
and re-zoned for construc- 
tion in virtually all sectors 
of the West Bank to provide 
for future settlement 
growth. 

If completed, the expan- 
sion programme would sig- 
nificantly increase the set- 
tler population in the territo- 
ry. where 1.5 million 
Palestinians live and where 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) wants to 
set up an independent state, 
according to the report pub- 
lished in the newspaper 
Haaretz. 

Land seizures carried out 
since January* included hun- 
dreds of hectares near the 
southern West Bank city of 


Hebron, hundreds in the 
Jordan Valley and nearly 
2.000 in areas around 
Jerusalem, according to the 
report’s author, Dedi 
Zucker. 

Most land expropriations 
around Jerusalem were 
designed to form a land cor- 
ridor between Arab east 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank settlement of Maale 
Adumim. he said. 

Mr. Zucker said all land 
expropriations were 

approved ■ by Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai, but ministry 
spokesmen were unable to 
immediately confirm or 
deny his report. 

Israeli -Palestinian peace 
efforts are already in crisis 
over Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
decision to expand existing 
settlements in the West 
Bank and to build a new 
6,500-unit project for Jews 
in Arab east Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu insists that 
his policy so for involves 
only building inside exist- 


ing settlements and does not 
call for any expropriation of 
private Arab lands. 

After occupying the West 
Bank in the 1967 Mideast 
war, Israel declared much of 
the area “state lands" and 
routinely rejects Arab own- 
ership claims. 

Palestinians say the settle- 
ments are designed to pre- 
vent them from creating 
their own state in the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip and Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

Negotiations between the 
two sides have been frozen 
since Israel broke ground in 
mid-March on the new 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

Israel has rejected 
demands from the 
Palestinians, backed by 
Egypt, the United States 
and the European Union, 
for a temporary freeze on 
settlement construction 
pending the outcome of 
planned negotiations on the 
final status of the occupied 
territories. 


auuuicm »«cm oiuiK way ui oniy ounuuig lnsiue exist- lemiones. 

Israel to open consulate 
in Jordan's Red Sea port 

TEL AVIV fAFP) — Israel fled n wafer diroure that treaty boused down 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
will open a consulate in the 
Jordanian Red Sea resort 
of Aqaba, where the two 
governments are seeking 
to develop joint tourism 
facilities, the Israeli for- 
eign ministry said Sunday. 

The consulate will deal 
with economic issues and 
provide assistance to 
Israeli tourists travelling in 
Aqaba, located next to the : 
Israeli resort of Eilat, a for- 
eign ministry spokesman 
said. 

The announcement of the 
opening of the offices 
came amidst reports that 
Israel and Jordan had set- 


tled a water dispute that 
had recently sent bilateral 
tensions soaring. 

Israel's relations with 
Jordan soured dramatically 
after Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
started construction in 
March of a Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab - east 
Jerusalem, a move highly 
criticised by Amman and 
which brought peace talks 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians to a halt 

A new crisis arose earlier 
this month when talks on 
water sharing arrange- 
ments called for under the 
1994 Israel-Jordan peace 


treaty bogged down. 

A secret meeting 
between Mr. Netanyahu 
and His Majesty King 
Hussein in Aqaba two 
weeks ago broke through 
the waier dispute and the 
Israeli cabinet on Friday 
approved a deal to provide 
Jordan with additional 
Water over the next three 
years, press reports said 
Sunday. 

The two governments are 
also working on a plan to 
set up a joinr airport for 
Aqaba and Eilat. 


by televisions. 

In addition, the military 
has called on municipalities 
controlled by Welfare to stop 
recruiting Islamist officers 
sacked by the army. 

However, reluctance by 
Mr. Erbakan's pro-Islamist 
Welfare Party to implement 
the measures has escalated 
tensions in recent weeks. 

The Supreme Military 
Council was also expected to 
discuss an ongoing army 
incursion into neighbouring 
northern Iraq to hunt down 
separatist Kurdish rebels. 

T urkish military -officials 
said on Sunday that nearly 
1,450 members of the sepa- 
ratist Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK) have been 
killed in northern Iraq since 
May 14 when the operation 
began. 

Regional 

summit 

on Sudan, 

Uganda 

conflict 

cancelled 


NAIROBI (AFP) — A 
regional summit planned 
for this week to discuss the 
conflict between Sudan 
and Uganda has been 
called off. a Kenyan 
Foreign Ministry 

spokesman said Monday. 

The meeting, which 
would have brought 
together leaders of the 
Regional Inter-govern- 
mental Authority on 
Development (1GAD), 
was scheduled to take 
place here Wednesday. But 
it was cancelled because 
those, leaders are preparing 
to attend the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) 
summit in Harare next 
week. 

IGAD. currently headed 
by Kenyan President 
Daniel Arap Moi, groups 
Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia. 
Kenya. Somalia, Sudan 
and Uganda. 

Sudanese President 
Omar Bashir and his 
Ugandan counterpart 
Yoweri Museveni pledged 
after meeting with Mr. 
Moi in Kenya on May 10 
to end hostilities and 
“open a new chapter" in 
their troubled relations. 
The two countries have 
been ai loggerheads over 
the past two years with 
Sudan accusing Uganda of 
backing the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), which is battling 
Sudanese troops in south- 
ern Sudan. Uganda has 
denied the charge. 


Khatami visits Khomeini's 
tomb as first public venue 



TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
president-elect' Mohammad 
Khatami visited the mau- 
soleum of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, founder 
of the Islamic republic, 
Monday in his first public 
appearance since his surprise 
election victory. 

A smiling Mr. Khatami 
was welcomed by a military 
band as be arrived at the 
tomb of Khomeini and an 
adjoining mosque, located 
south of Tehran on a road 
leading to the holy city of 
Qom. 

The president-elect 
declined to reply to questions 
from reporters although be 
answered “yes” when asked 
“are you happy for the future 
of Iran?” He said be would 
hold a press conference 
Tuesday. 

Sheep were slaughtered on 
the road as Ml Khatami, a 
moderate cleric and former 
culture minister who won 69 


per cent of the vote in 
Friday’s presidential poll, 
arrived to pay homage to die 
founder of the Islamic 
Republic. 

Tie’s shining with spiritu- 
ality,” said a woman dressed 
in a traditional black robe, or 
chador, as Me Khatami 
arrived. “I hope be can do 
what he says. I liked him 
from the beginning” 

Hussein Zadeh, a dose 
friend of the president-elect, 
said “I am so happy today. 
(Ml Khatami’s) a very good 

man. He’s a moderate man 
with healthy Islamic values. 

T think the whole country 

— L die right, conservatives, 
left — are coming together 
around Him I think be will 
be able to help with many of 
the problems we have. His 
election shows that we have 
become a true democracy” 
he said. * 

Ml Khatami sat wife one 
of Ayatollah Khomeini's 


grandsons, Hassan, near a 
large portrait of the late 
Iranian leader before kissing 
the ton* of. Ayatollah 
Khomeini, who difid in 1989, 
and wiping his eyes with a 
green cloth- . . 

Ml Khatami also visited a 
cemetery and mosque^ in 
memory of the “martyrs of 
the country’s 1979 Islamic 
revolution in which 
Ayatollah Khomeini came to 
power: 

It was Mr. Khatami s first 

public appearance since he 
defeated parliamentary 
speaker Ali Akbar Nateq 
Noun, the candidate backed 
by the ruling Islamic clergy, 
in Friday’s election. 

In a message broadcast on 
state radio and television 
Sunday, Ml Khatami 
pledged to help build “a bet- 
ter future in a society ruled 
by law with a strong sense of 
spirituality and free of any 
lawlessness.” 


Israeli survey reveals forty 
per cent of youth hate Arabs 


JERUSALEM (AFP) — 
Forty per cent of Israeli high 
school students hate Arabs 
and 60 per cent of them want 
“revenge" for attacks on 
Israelis, according to a sur- 
vey published Monday. 

The students questioned 
did not usually differentiate 
between Arabs and terrorists, 
according to the poll of 53 18 
students in the tenth to 
twelfth grades taken by 
Haifa University and the 
Kamel Institute for Social 
Surveys. 

Tte hate among Israeli 
Jews far Arabs has grown 
since Haifa University began 
in 1974 taking such surveys 
on “threats to education.” 

During the same year. 


some 32 per cent of those 
students polled reported they 
hated Arabs. By 1988 the 
percentage had grown to 39 
per cent and increased to 40 
per cent this year. 

In the recent survey only 
rune per cent of students said 
they do not hate Arabs, down 
from 17 per cent in 1974. 

The highest percentage of 
those who hate Arabs was 
found among female stu- 
dents at Israeli religious, 
vocational schools, with 79 
per cent reporting they bate 
roost or all Arabs. 

The lowest percentage was 
measured at Israeli kib- 
butzes, which are customari- 
ly more left-wing, that 
reported 32 per cent ef their 


students hate Arabs. 

Of those that answered 
they hate Arabs in the overall 
survey, 75 per cent were 
from development cities or 
small towns, from vocational 
or traditionally religious 
schools or from families 
which emigrated from Arab 
countries. 

Those taking the survey 
emphasised that this 75 per 
cent may view the Israeli 
Arab minority as compering 
with (hem on a socio-eco- 
nomic leveL 

Some 20 per cent of 
Israelis are Palesti nians who 
did not flee during the 1948 
Israeli war of independence 
and then took on Israeli citi- 
zenship. 


Glint of hope for accused UK 
nurses in Saudi murder trial 


LONDON (R) — The 
toother of an Australian 
nurse who was murdered in 
Saudi Arabia said on 
Monday her two British col- 
leagues accused of the crime 
could be spared the death 
sentenced if they are con- 
victed. 

Frank Gilford told 
Britain’s Independent Radio 
news that there were other 
options for Deborah Pany, 
41, and Lucille Mdaughlan, 
31, if they are found guilty 
of murdering his sister 
Yvonne, 51. 

She had been stabbed, suf- 
focated and bludgeoned 
with a hammer in ber dormi- 
tory room at the King Fahd 
Medical Complex in 
Dhahran last December: 

Both nurses have denied 
the murder. 

If convicted of murder, the 
two nurses could face public 
beheading by the sword, or 
the Gilford family 'Could 


spare their lives by accept- 
ing financial compensation, 
known as blood money. 

The family had insisted on 
fee death penalty but 
Gilford said he would be 
willing to discuss other 
options with prosecution 
lawyers. 

There are more options 
than just the blood money 
and the beheading,” he said 
in an interview from his 
home in Jamestown, 
Australia. 

“Apparently, there is 
imprisonment in the case as 
well. You, know, they can 
go to prison or something 
like that ” 

The defence said in a 
statement on Monday that 
the Saudi court had 
adjourned for three weeks to 
give the Gilford family time 
to consider a settlement 

“The judge today 
(Sunday) urged the 
Australian family as a direct 


request from the conn and 
. notwithstanding any earlier 
appeals, to accept that it 
may be possible to reach a 
conciliatory settlement if 
and when there should be an 
appropriate time for this,” 
said the law firm Salah Al 
Hejalian. 

Saudi police said the nurs- 
es confessed to the murder 
and the confessions bad 
been filed with Saudi 
judges. But their lawyers 
said they had withdrawn 
their confessions and one of 
them retracted a statement 
that she had a lesbian rela- 
tionship with the vic tim. 

They also insisted they 
were forced into admitting 
the crime, legal sources 
close to the case said. 

Legal experts say if they 
are found guilty of 
manslaughter rather than 
murder, the nurses would 
not be condemned to death. 


Arab League seeks postponement 
of Somali reconciliation meeting 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
League is seeking a post- 
ponement of a Somali recon- 
ciliation conference amid 
fears that its failure to pave 
die way for a national gov- 
ernment could lead to 
renewed civil war, officials 
said. 

The Somalia National 
Salvation Council (SNSC) 
which groups 26 Somali fac- 
tious allied to one of throe 
powerful warlords, Ali 
Mahdi, has called for the con- 
ference to take place June 10 
in Bossaso, northeast 
Somalia. 

But a senior Arab League 
official said the 22-member 
pan-Arab organisation, of 
which Somalia is a member, 
wants to delay the meeting to 
ensure harmony between all 
factions. 

The conference is aimed at 
forming a government for 
Somalia, which has been 
without one since the 1991 
outbreak of civil war follow- 
ing the fell of President Siad 


Barre. 

But Somali warlord 
Hussein Aideed is refusing to 
join tiie smaller 26 factions of 
the SNSC while Ml Mahdi 
believes that these groups 
will help strengthen his hand 
at die negotiating table. 

The league, with Egypt and 
Yemen’s help, is trying to 
convene instead an initial tri- 
partite meeting in Cairo or 
Somalia grouping Mr Mahdi, 
Mr Aideed and Mohammad 
Ibrahim Oqal, who heads the 
self-proclaimed' Somaliland 
Republic in the north of 
Somalia, the official said. 

For Anti) League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdel Meguid 
this would serve as a more 
efficient tool to pave the way 
for an enlarged national rec- 
onciliation conference of all 
players in the conflict that has 
tom apart Somalia. 

Italy’s special envoy for 
Somalia, Guiseppe Cassini, 
stares Mr. Abdul Meguid’s 
views .that the proclamation 
of an unrepresentative gov- 


ernment in Bossaso could 
trigger a new civil war. 

“All the leaders of the fac- 
tion must go for a united 

national congress otherwise 

the others might be tempted 
to challenge the (new) gov- 
ernment and that would be a 
new civil war," Mr Cassini 
told reporters in Cairo 
Sunday after talks with Mr. 
Abdul Meguid. 

The Arab League would 
hire to limit the Bossaso con- 
ference, if it goes ahead, to a 
preparatory meeting to ensure 
the success of a national rec- 
onciliation congress, the Arab 
official said. 

Both Egypt and Yemen 
have an interest in maintain- 
stability in Somalia, a 
Sfratqpc country on the Horn 
of Africa. 

E|ypt and Yemen share 
borders with the troubled 
nations of Sudan and Eritrea 
respecpyely and fear that 
“Stability in those countries 
^spread to Somalia, an 
Arab diplomat said. 


Humperdinck sings 

to cheering audience 4 
in Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) — ■ A 
packed house cheered 
feritish sentimental 

singer . Engelbert 
Humperdinck as he per- 
formed old favourites 
like “Please Release Me 
and “The Shadow of 
Your Smile.” “You Are 
Amazing, You Are 
Wonderful,” the 61 -year- 
old Humperdinck told 

the audience. “You are 
what makes us keep 
going." His concert 
Saturday night drew 
some 7.000 people to the 
Forum De Beyrouth 
Hall. The hall is in the 
Qarantina district, which 
witnessed some of the 
most savage fighting in 
the 1975-90 civil war I 
was on a cloud, Widad 
DemechJkieh, a 5 0-y ear- 
old jeweller, said as she 
watched the show. “He 
was breathtaking. I could 
listen to him for ages.” 
Humperdinck is the lat- 
est in a series of ^ 
European stars who have v 
performed in Beirut 
since the civil war ended. 
Spanish tenor Jose 
Carreras performed last 
month. 

Bulgarian crosses 
border asleep 
at the wheel 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — 

A Bulgarian farmer 
working nis fields on a 
tractor fell asleep at the 
wheel and woke up in 
Romania surrounded by 
border guards, a newspa- 
per said Monday. Ilia 
Anghelov, from the 
northeastern village of 
Alexandria near the 
Romanian border, told 
the guards he was 
exhausted from a long 
day in the fields last a 
Thursday and had simply 
nodded off. Evenimentul 
Zilei said. The border 
guards, who actually had 
to wake Anghelov up, 
said they found his story 
credible and sent him 
home on his tractor with- 
out filing charges for 
entering Romania ille- 
gally. 

Michael Jackson 
hopes to buy 
Polish castle 

WARSAW (AFP) — 

U.S. pop star Michael 
Jackson, who is due to 
arrive here Tuesday, 
wants to buy a Polish 
castle and build a theme 
park in the country, 
sources close to tne.J) 
organisers of the visit 
said. Warsaw Mayor 
Marcin Swiecicki, who 
announced the singer's j 
visit Sunday, said then 
that Jackson wanted to 
make “major invest- 
ments" in Poland. 
Jackson is due to arrive 
in Warsaw at 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday and will stay in 1 

the four- room presiden- 
tial suite at the Maniott 
Hotel, hotel spokes- 
woman Joanna Hryc told 
AFP. Jackson gave a ! 
concert in front of 
100,000 people in 
Warsaw last September 
which he described as 
the best of a tour to pro- 
mote his history album. 

He said at the time that 
he would return to 
Poland. ^ 

Kiss hits to be 
elevator music 

WASHINGTON (AFP) 

*ose 1970s 
heavy metal performers 
with painted faces, have 
just signed a deal to turn ' 

four of their hits into ele- 
vator music. Muzak’s 
Environmental Music 
Channels has acquired ' 

rights to feature j 

instrumental versions of 
four Kiss hits, a compa- J 

ny executive reported. j 

the songs are 5 World * 

without Heroes." * 

Everydme I Look at ■’ 

You, “Sure Kno?) ^ 
Something” and “Beth;* 
the executive reported. i 





